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                                                                                   AAUW’s Mission Statement  

                                 AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research  
       
       Website – elginarea-il.aauw.net                                                  Email Address –aauw.membership.elginarea@gmail.com 

 

     General Meeting 

             Wednesday, September 4 – 5:30 
                      Zion Lutheran Church 

                      330 Griswold Street, Elgin 
                         

                         Potluck Supper 

                           

                         

                            
                                    
                                    100th    Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary     
                                                                                    Empowering Women & GirlsEmpowering Women & GirlsEmpowering Women & GirlsEmpowering Women & Girls 
                                    1920-2020 

 
                   Looking Back; Moving Forward 
 
We will start the year off with our wonderful potluck supper, 
reflect on our branch and hear from our new leadership and  
 

                    

 

 

 

                 

              

                  Calendar 
                

Sept. 4       General Meeting 
 
Sept. 9       Great Books  7 pm 
                  Gail Borden Public Library           
               "Hell Screen", Ryunosuke Akutagawa 

 
Sept. 10     Current Movie Discussion Group  4:30 pm 
                  Note change in date 

                  Cafe Rubio on Freeman Road, Huntley 

                  The Art of Racing in the Rain    

 
Sept. 12     Morning Book Group  9:30 am 
                  Hostess: Pat Zonsius 
                  Lincoln in the Bardo ,George Saunders 
 

Sept. 16     Knitting/Crocheting Group 1 pm 
                  Hostess: Juanita Brook 
 

Sept. 24     Reel Women/Real Women  6 pm 
                  Gail Borden Public Library 
                    
Sept. 28     Women & Culture  11 am  
                  Field Trip to Lords Park 
                  Native American Cultural Day 

 

Sept. 28     Evening Book Group  7 pm 
                  Hostess:  Pat Golden 
                  Educated, Tara Westover 

 
Oct. 2-5     Garage Sale 

                  Hostess: Nancy Gardner 

               

    

 

 

 

 

 

AAUW TIMES 
Elgin Area Branch 

1920-2020 

 

 
Working for 100 years to promote equity for all women and girls, 

Life-long education and positive social change 
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               Non-branch Events 

 
Sept. 26    Maid in America   6:30 – 8:30 pm 

                 Gail Borden Library 
                 Documentary Film and Discussion 
                 See flier at end of newsletter. 
 
Oct. 19     State AAUW Districts 4 & 5 Fall Conference 
                 IIT Rice Campus, Wheaton 

 

 

 

 
       

     Previous Co-presidents Rachel Campell and Libby Hoeft and      

       New Co-presidents Rosemary Dyson and Marlene Daubert 

 

             Co-Presidents’ Message 
        From Rosemary Dyson and Marlene Daubert 

 
Each of your new co-presidents, Marlene Daubert and 
Rosemary Dyson, brings her own unique gifts and 
perspectives to the office of president. Each of us gives a 

snapshot into her life and work. 
 
Hi! My name is Marlene Daubert.  I am delighted to be one 
of your two co-presidents for our AAUW Elgin Area Branch. I 
come from a variety of careers including accounting, social 
work and for the past 16 ½ years have been a Deacon at Zion 
Lutheran Church here in Elgin.  I work alongside my husband, 

who is the pastor.  My husband and I have two grown 
children, and we live in Elgin.  
 
Our daughter is expecting in February, so we are looking 
forward to becoming first-time grandparents! I enjoy cooking, 
hiking (plus lots of other active sports), travel and in the 
summer, I especially enjoy our vegetable and herb garden. I 
joined AAUW about 2 years ago because of the offerings to 
learn and engage with others from different cultures, and the 
movie group.  I always love to see and discuss a good movie!  
I’m also proud of the work that AAUW has done over the past 
almost 140 years to educate, organize and advocate for 
women, working towards just practices in our nation with 
regards to women and the many challenges women face.  
 
 
Hi, I am Rosemary Dyson. I have planned and executed a 
wide array of events, training initiatives and special programs 
in support of global multicultural awareness and conflict 
mediation education for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. As news editor for the ELCA Lutheran Magazine, I 
also researched wrote and edited a wide range of original 
articles. While acting as Associate Executive Director for the 
Division for Multicultural Ministries, I worked with a team in 
creating curricula and marketing material on domestic, global 
cross-cultural and multiethnic topics. I have also received 
training in conflict mediation and experience in facilitating 
conflict resolution workshops with adults and youth.  
 
I have always been involved with programs that level the 
playing field for women, girls and underserved communities. 
A friend of mine told me about the Elgin Area Branch 
AAUW. She thought I would be a good fit with the mission of 
AAUW. I think she is right. I have been a member of AAUW 
for eight years. Over the years I have been able to work with a 
STEM program for Latino girls in U-46 school district. This 
Girl Scout project was funded through a grant. I have also 
served on the Elgin Area Branch membership committee, as a 
member and co-vice president. I continue to reach out and 
interact with the people of many cultures in Elgin. It has been 
a privilege to experience the wonderful diversity of this 
community.  I also am a member of the knitting and crochet 
group. I have enjoyed reclaiming my skill as a knitter. 
 
 

      Fall Garage Sale October 2-5 
                               From Patty Harkin 

 
The Fall Garage Sale for the 
Elgin Area Branch will be 
held October 2-5 at Nancy 
Gardner’s home, 969 South 
Street, Elgin. Thanks once 
again to Nancy and Dan for 
their generosity.   
 
Drop-off will be on 
Wednesday, October 2 from 

10:30 AM to 6 PM. Sorting and pricing will be on Thursday 
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from 8:30 AM until dark. Selling is on Friday and Saturday.  
Please watch your email for more information and updates.  
   
Our Garage Sales are major fundraisers for our branch: 
receipts benefit the AAUW Educational Opportunities, as well 
as our local scholarships.  
 
As always, we need donations of items to sell, trucks and 
drivers for pickup and return of equipment, tables and tarps to 
borrow, and many volunteers to sort and sell.   
 
Sign up sheets for volunteers will be at the General 
Membership meeting  
 
Even if you’re not up to volunteering for sorting and sales, 
there are many ways to help. Do you have a collapsible table 
in your laundry room? We could really use it! In the past 
we’ve used heavy doors to display our donations. Lightweight 
collapsible tables would be a big help to your garage sale 
volunteers (who are not getting any younger)!   
 
Do you have, or have access to, a truck or large SUV for 
pickups and transport of donations? Do you have a tent 
(however small) that could protect us from the rain that seem 
always to bedevil us?  If so, please let us know!  
 
Would you consider buying or making snacks for our 
workers? Water, juice and coffee would be especially helpful.  
Could you be part of a calling team?  We’d ask that you take 
one page, or even one column, of the yearbook and telephone 
members to ask them to volunteer?  It’s often that one extra 
gesture that brings results.  
 
If you’re donating, could you take a moment to identify and 
“price” your gifts, thereby saving many volunteer hours? You 
know whether the sheet you’re donating is double, queen or 
king. We don’t. Take a minute to make a tag.  
 
This work is important! Please remember that your donations 
of objects, time and energy help young women to experience 
the education that has helped you to become the person you 
are.  Please remember, too, that your unwanted stuff can be 
someone else’s treasure. If you can help in any way, please 
call or email Patty Harkin (847.695.0890), 
pharkin@gmail.com. Thank you! 
 
 
 

         Reel Women for Real Women   
                     From Barbara Evans 

    
Tues., Sept. 24:  Diane   (2019) 
Starring Mary Kay Place 
 
"For Diane, everyone else comes first. 
Generous, but with little patience for 
self-pity, she spends her days 
checking in on sick friends, 
volunteering at her local soup kitchen, 

and trying valiantly to save her troubled, drug-addicted adult 
son from himself. But beneath her relentless routine of self-
sacrifice, Diane is fighting a desperate internal battle, haunted 
by a past she can't forget and which threatens to tear her 
increasingly chaotic world apart." —Rotten Tomatoes 

 

Open to the public, Reel Women meets at Gail Borden Library 

at 6 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of every month except 

November and December. You are welcome to bring food and 

drink into the movie. Discussion follows the movie.  
 

Coming Attraction 

Tues., Oct. 22: Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am. (2019) 

documentary 

 
 
 

Public Policy Report 
 From Shirley May Byrnes 

 
AAUW Public Policy Priorities: Both the HTML and PDF 
versions are available at:  aauw.org/resource/principles-and-
priorities/. 
 

2020 Census: Elgin has a committee consisting of various 
businesses, organizations, and political leaders to insure that 
Elgin's population is counted as fully as possible in 2020.  
 
AAUW's representatives on the committee are Judy Fishburn 
and Sue Schultz. The committee has met for over a year and 
has secured grants to fund the process. There are many 
subcommittees; Jennifer Ford serves on the Community and 
Special Populations committee as chair of Women on The 
Brink (WOTB).  
 
There is a big push to get all children counted. For every 
person counted, the state receives $1500 in federal funds. In 
addition, the state's congressional representation is based on 
its population numbers. The first census mailing will be after 
the first of the year. A second mailing will be done to those 
who have not responded. The last effort will be door to door 
canvassing. Forms are due by June 30, 2020.  
 
IL Legislation: Both chambers in the IL legislature are out of 
session until the veto session. Gov. Pritzker has signed several 
bills into law which AAUW supported. 
 
In response to a question about when bills are introduced in 
IL, Jenni Purdue, AAUW-IL legislative consultant, responded 
on August 7 with the following. "Typically, bills get 
introduced in January - the deadline to introduce bills will be 
set after veto session (early Nov), so we’ll start seeing more 
things come out at that time. There are, of course, advocacy 
groups that are planning now for what they want to happen 
(either in veto session or in the upcoming spring session), but 
we aren’t privy to those plans unless those organizations want 
us to be involved. AAUW can always initiate its own 
legislation if it wanted." 
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Federal Legislation: Congress is not in session during 
August, which is a great time to meet congressional senators 
and representatives in their district offices. There are several 
bills still alive that AAUW supports, and legislators need to 
hear about them from their constituents. 
 
The Raise the Wage Act, introduced by Representative Bobby 
Scott, would raise the federal minimum wage incrementally to 
$15 by 2024. Additionally, starting in 2025, the minimum 
wage would be indexed to the median hourly wage. Since 
1968, the minimum wage has lost more than 30 percent of its 
purchasing power, due to inflation, and the current federal 
minimum wage of $7.25 an hour has working families in 
Illinois and across the nation struggling to reach and stay in 
the middle class. It has been more than a decade since 
Congress last increased the minimum wage, and the time has 
come to ensure every American can earn a living wage. 
 
Stop Harassing Calls Act, introduced by Raja 
Krishnamoorthi. This legislation would require telecom 
companies to take greater steps to block illegal and unwanted 
calls from reaching consumers. Telemarketing robo-calls have 
been illegal since 2009, but the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) have 
not entirely eliminated the practice. Many illegal robo-call 
operations originate outside the United States where they can 
avoid federal enforcement of the Do Not Call registry.  
 
Additionally, scammers are able to "spoof" the phone numbers 
from which they call, making them appear to come from your 
neighborhood or your friends. These are real phone numbers 
that belong to innocent Americans, preventing U.S. authorities 
from tracking the true origin and shutting them down. When 
one robo-call number is successfully shut down, callers are 
able to switch to another quickly and cheaply.  
 
Nevertheless, the FTC and FCC have been working to shut 
down these operations as quickly as possible and have shut 
down three large robo-call rings in recent months. As robo-
calls become more prevalent and more sophisticated, we must 
ensure that enforcement agencies have the resources they need 
to enforce the law and shut down scammers that prey on 
seniors and the most vulnerable in our community.  
 
(This section was quoted from Rep. Krishnamoorthi's June 20, 
2019, letter to me in response to my email about the bill.) 
 
Title X: Planned Parenthood made the decision not to accept 
Title X funds because they refuse to follow the Trump-Pence 
administration's gag rule that forces doctors and clinicians to 
withhold abortion information from their patients. The Title X 
program is the nation's only program for affordable birth 
control and reproductive health care, so the gag rule has a 
major impact on low income women. 
 
 
 

 
 

                          
                   100th    Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary     
                                    Empowering Women & GirlsEmpowering Women & GirlsEmpowering Women & GirlsEmpowering Women & Girls 
                         1920-2020 
                     
                     Celebrate 2020 

            Elgin Area Branch AAUW  

                  100th Anniversary 
                        From Co-chair Mary Navin 

 
Plans are being finalized and revised as we in AAUW look 
forward to celebrating our 100th anniversary.   Our theme of 
“100th Anniversary: Looking Back, Moving Forward,”  
will introduce us to a year of activities and celebrations.  The 
opening meeting on September 4th will highlight our branch’s 
history and its relationship to a wider AAUW world.  
Beginning in Fall 2019, and into the whole anniversary year of 
2020, members and the public will enjoy multiple 
opportunities to expand our AAUW horizons. 
 
ANNIVERSARY HIGHLIGHTS: 

� Bookmarks will be distributed describing the many 
activites offered this Fall and throughout the coming 
year.  Several programs will welcome public 
attendance from our community. 

� Our themed tee shirts will be available at the first 
meeting on Sept. 4th.  Please contact Mary Navin to 
secure your exact size (847-931-0351 or 
jpn98@aol.com).  Price can be either $25.00 
covering full cost, or $20.00 with subsidy from the 
branch. 

� Also, our member contributions to our anniversary 
activities has been very much appreciated. So far we 
have welcome contributions of over $3500.00  We 
appreciate all additions.  Please send all contributions 
to Treasurer Linda Knight.  This is a unique 
opportunity for all us to be counted as appreciative 
members for all our branch’s activities this 
anniversary year. 

 
Those preparing the celebration for the 100th are sending a 

plea to all members for help in locating historical 

information – pictures, newspaper articles, documents, 

objects, etc.  Look around in your homes for anything you 

might have pertaining to our branch’s activities through 

this 100 Years.  For example, do you have the certificate we 

received when our branch was awarded the Elgin Image 

Award for the Garden Walk?   

 
Again, we need the participation of all members.  Please call 
Mary Navin, Julie Ford, or Sue Schulz to join the many 
activities planned.  Our organization belongs to all members. 

      



     Anniversary Art Sub-committee  
                          From Ruth Bradburn 

 
CALL FOR ART! 

 
The Arts Sub-committee for the AAUW Elgin Area Branch’s 
100th Anniversary is in the process of selecting original art 
pieces purchased at an AAUW Art Showcase.  If you have 
original art work that you purchased during the years 1960-
2008 at an Art Showcase, that meet the committee’s criteria, 
and would like it displayed at the ArtSpace Event: “ART 
SHOWCASE RETROSPECTIVE” during the weeks of March 
6-18, 2020, please contact Julie Ford: jnjford@sbcglobal.net 
with a description, the artist’s name and a photo.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 

      History Sub-committee “Tidbits” 
                   From Jeanne Hebeisen 

               
The History Sub-committee, comprised of Marti Jernberg, Jan 
Jones, Linda Rock and me, has been busy since the first of the 
year going through our branch historical documents at the 
Elgin Historical Museum.  We are assembling an exhibit that  
will be in the Museum from December through March. 
 
At the branch’s February General Meeting at the Museum, in 
addition to the Museum exhibit, we will also be displaying 
more of what we have learned about the past 100 years of our 
branch’s existence.   
 
One thing is clear, much of the stuff we have uncovered can 
never be conveyed to you all.  It will just float around in our 
brains.  There are a lot of interesting things we unearthed that 
don’t fit into any particular category but we thought would be 
of interest.  Thus, these ”Newsletter Tidbits” you will find in 
each newsletter from our sub-committee, as we celebrate the 
first 100 years. 
 
So, this “tidbit” will start at the beginning.  The early 
“minutes”, when the branch was being formed, not designated 
as general meeting or board minutes, dealt with mundane 
affairs.  Where to meet (at the YWCA); when to meet 
(bouncing between Saturday and a week night – finally 
settling on Saturday); who should be considered a Charter 
Member (didn’t run across any criteria); what should the dues 
be ($3 -- including national dues!!!).  No high-minded issues 
in the beginning.  As you will learn, though, many, many 
high-minded issues were to come!  Stay tuned! 

 

         Fox Valley Garden Walk 
                          From Jan Jones 

   
 
JUNE 20, 2020, is the date of the 9th FOX VALLEY 
GARDEN WALK.  The walk will be held on Elgin's east side, 
a one-day event from 9am - 3pm. We will be looking for 
hostesses as we get closer to June.  If anyone would like to 
join the committee, please let Katherine Jablonowski or Jan 
Jones know.  We can always use some new ideas. 
          
                   
 
 

                  Note about our new ad 

 
Branch member Dorothy Gunter has just placed an ad in our 
newsletter.  Following is a brief description from her about her 
business.  
 
“Are you interested in making handmade greeting cards?  I 
teach classes.  Come and learn, socialize and have fun 
stamping your cards.  Follow my samples, or adopt to your 
own style. I’ll even show you how to hide a boo boo like an 
ink smear.  Give me a call for details.” 

 

 

       Message from Newsletter Editors 
 
Newsletter deadline for the October issue is September 20. 
Please submit all items as a Word document to both editors. 
 

       Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com 
       Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net 

 

                       Website 
 
Website items may be sent any time to 
 

        Marcia Cameron - mec515@sbcglobal.net and 
        Nancy Lamia - nancylamia@gmail.com 
 

                      Facebook 
 
Currently we do not have anyone handling our Facebook page. 
If you are Facebook literate, we need you! 
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                                                            Mail in America 
                                                                        From Jennifer Ford 

 

          Our branch is a supporter of Women on the Brink, the presenter of the documentary described in the folloowing flier.  Also, 
                    several of our branch members are on its committee.  Note that you must register at the Library to attend. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



       
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                  
   
       
 
    

            
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8 
 

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Julie Jindra 

             313 Gale Street 
Elgin, IL  60123      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


