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                                                                                   AAUW’s Mission Statement  

                                 AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research. 

       
       Website – elginarea-il.aauw.net                                                 Email Address –aauw.membership.elginarea@gmail.com 

  
 

 General Meeting  
             

                    Tuesday, February 5, 7 PM 

                         Gail Borden Library 

 

A representative from U-46, the 2nd largest school 

district in the state of Illinois, will be on hand to 

update us on the challenges, concerns, and joys that 

over 40,000 students experience during the school 

year. 

 

                
 

 

 

                          Calendar                  
 
Feb.   5   General Meeting, see above 

 

Feb. 6     Current Movie Discussion Group  4:30 pm 

               Grumpy Goat 

               Welcome to Marwen 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 11    Great Books  7 pm 

                Gail Borden Public Library 

                 “Hell Screen” by Ryunosuke Akutagawa 

 

Feb. 14    Morning Book Group  9:30 am 

       Panera’s Arboretum Shopping Center  

                     Routes 72 & 59 

                 A Gentleman in Moscow, Amor Towles  

 

Feb. 18     Knitting/Crocheting Group  1 pm 

                 Hostess: Patty Harkin 
 

Feb. 26     Reel Women/Real Women  6 pm 

                 Gail Borden Public Library 

                 A Star is Born 

 

Feb. 27     Evening Book Group  7 pm 

                 Hostess:  Pat Golden 

                 The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane, Lisa See 

 

March 4   Branch Board Meeting  7 pm 

                Hostess: Mary Navin 

 

                            Non-branch Events 
 

Feb. 14     Long Red Line  10 am 

                 Elgin Community College 

 

Feb. 23     U-46 STEM Expo at Bartlett High School 

 

Mar. 2      Elgin Area Women's History Month Tea 

                 ECC Business Center  11- 1:30 

 

Apr. 13    AAUW Fellows Luncheon  

                 Lambs Farm, Libertyville 

 

May 3-4   AAUW-IL State Convention 

              Springfield 
 

 

 

AAUW TIMES 
Elgin Area Branch 

1920-2018 
 
 

Working for 97 years to promote equity for all women and girls, 
Life-long education and positive social change 
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PRESIDENTS’ REPORT 

FROM Rachel Campbell and Libby Hoeft 

As I write this, winter is delivering another reminder of what 

this season can be:  wicked!  I am seriously disappointed 

because in the fall Tom Skilling said that all signs pointed to a 

mild winter.  How can that be:  Tom Skilling wrong! 

Our branch members are busy, as usual, with all kinds of 

activities.  The 100th Anniversary Committee has planned 

some wonderful events beginning next Sept.  We encourage 

all of our members to join one of the several committees and 

help with planning and facilitating.  We need you all! 

On Jan. 30, a group of our Board Members have been invited 

to meet with Claudia Richards, the development director for 

the Association.  She and her assistant are looking for 

feedback about all the changes that have taken place, as well 

as other comments about the organization.  This is the first 

time that I have ever known the Association to seek feedback 

from branch members on a personal level. 

On Saturday, March 2, the Women’s History Presentation and 

Celebration will be held at ECC.  CoCo Chanel will be the 

featured speaker.  Look for further information in this 

newsletter. 

I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at our next general 

meeting.  Please be careful during this treacherous weather! 

 

            

 

             General Meeting Minutes  
                             From Juanita Brook  

 

AAUW Area Branch Meeting Minutes, January 12, 2019 

 

Libby Hoeft called the meeting to order at 12:45 pm at 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church after our lunch and presentation 

of ‘The Legal Advocacy Fund and What It Does’ by Patty 

Harkin. 

 

The November minutes, written by Juanita Brook, were 

approved as presented in the newsletter. 

 

The Treasurer’s Report, by Linda Knight, also printed in the 

newsletter, was accepted and filed for audit. 

 

Gareth Sitz, Co-Chair of Programs, announced that Tony 

Sanders, the scheduled presenter for the next meeting, is 

unable to attend and will send another U-46 representative to 

fill his spot. 

 

Rosemary Dyson, Membership Co-Chair, reported that we still 

have 125 members. She had the two guests be introduced. Ina 

Whitehead came with Jane Watson. Chasity Gunn is the new 

city poet. 

 

Sue Schulz, Diversity Co-Chair, reminded us that the MLK 

weekend is January 19-21 and noted that we have two tables 

for the Saturday morning breakfast. She also asked for more 

volunteer judges for the Youth Day program on the 21st. 

 

Community Liaison, Judy Fishburn, brought to our attention 

the District 5 Luncheon, January 26 at the Embassy Suites in 

Deerfield. Register by January 19, and try to carpool.  

The program we support with ECC, The Long Red Line, will 

be preceded by an Art Show January 29-14, with art works 

based on the theme of Domestic Violence, Rape and Sexual 

Abuse. The last day there will be a presentation by various 

civic groups that help those who’ve been affected in some way 

by these abuses to educate the public about consent guidelines, 

resources and recourse. We will have a table there to introduce 

AAUW to the students and others who attend. 

 

Mary Navin introduced Sue Schulz, who has taken on the 

committee leadership of the Centennial Celebration for our 

AAUW Branch’s 100 Year Anniversary. Sue asked everyone 

to stop by the table by the door when leaving and sign up for 

one of the sub-committees needed to make the event a success. 

 

Barbara Evans, Co-Chair of Reel Women/ Real Women 

mentioned the group will be viewing “The Wife” on January 

29 at Gail Borden Public Library, 6 pm.  The movie features 

Glen Close, who won a Golden Globe for her role.  The March 

2nd movie will be about Coco Channel. 

 

Libby Hoeft adjourned the meeting at 1:10 pm. 

 

     

                      THE LONG RED LINE 
February 14 - 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

 Elgin Community College 

 

The Long Red Line: Rise. Empower. Unite. Join the global 

movement, One Billion Rising, to stop rape and violence.  
 Bring a red cloth, any length or material, any shade of red. 

 

Share your personal symbol of strength and solidarity. 

For more information, contact: The Office of Student Life at 

847-214-7392, The Community Crisis Center at 847-697-

2380, or visit the Facebook Page at: The Long Red Line:  One 

Billion Rising. 

 

Co-sponsored by Elgin YWCA; League of Women Voters; 

Open Door Health Center; Elgin Community College; 

Community Crisis Center; Kane County of Illinois; 

Fox Valley Citizens for Peace and Justice; CERL; and Women 

on the Brink. 

 

          Greetings from Medina Gross 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

As we approach our 100th anniversary, I am happy to say I 

have been a member for almost half of that time.  I joined 

because I was new in town and only knew a few people, and I 

thought AAUW members would be the kind of people I would 

like to hang out with.  I got far more than I wished for. 

 

Members reached out to me when I attended my first few 

meetings in 1972.  I got invited to serve on committees, then 
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eventually the board.  The early childhood education group 

was a lifesaver.  I had the opportunity to serve in leadership 

roles, and the skills I learned there helped me become active in 

other organizations. 

 

When I was diagnosed with osteosarcoma, I felt close enough 

to all of you to send out an email to the entire branch asking 

for your prayers and good wishes.  I was astounded by the 

response of cards, calls, and healing energy coming from you.  

It sustained me during my surgery and while I was at the rehab 

facility, and while I continue with rehab at home. 

 

It was a gift to go to the general meeting on Jan. 12.  I was 

able to talk to almost everyone there and, as always, the 

program, the food, and the company were outstanding.  I will 

be easing back in to my involvement as I recover.  I am deeply 

grateful for your friendship and support, and I am looking 

forward to being a part of the next 100 years. 

  Love, Medina 

       

 

                      Membership   

                        From Sue Schulz          

 

Newer branch member, Shirley Welch, has requested that all 

of her degrees be posted in our yearbook. 

  

Shirley Welch 

Virginia University 

San Francisco State University 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary 

951 Martin Dr. 

Elgin, 60120 

anglaangel@aol.com 

732 984 8443 

 

Please note that for any of you who would like this as well, 

you are required to formally send the request and information 

directly to Marti Jernberg prior to August 1st when she lays 

out the new yearbook. 

 

 
                     

                      Women & Culture 
                              The Value of Diversity 

                                   From Sue Schulz                          

 
AAUW advocates for equality, individual rights and social 

justice for a diverse and inclusive society.  We are a non-

partisan organization focused on specific issues like 

affirmative action, equal rights, hate crime prevention, human 

trafficking, LGBT issues and reproductive rights.  We 

advocate for a democratic society that promotes our self-rule 

and the right to establish our own fate through a democratic 

process.  In our current political climate, this is a ray of hope, 

the ability to be part of an organization committed to 

democracy and promoting the democratic process.  Recently, I 

heard an interview of Yascha Mounk, author of The People vs. 

Democracy.  Here’s some of the research and data he 

highlighted about democracy. 

  2/3 of the people born in the 30s and 40s say that 

democracy is essential to their lives.  However, less 

than 1/3 of people born in the 80s believe that a 

democratic system is productive 

 Currently, 1 in 6 people support an army rule as a 

good system of government 

 In Europe, over the last 20 years, populism has grown 

from 8% to 25%. 

 These trends are worldwide and not just in the United 

States 

 

This information is not really new to us, but it was a slap in 

my face and caused some time of reflection.  Diversity and 

democracy are indivisible.  We need to build and connect our 

communities to be more inclusive, to make sure that all voices 

are valued and heard.  That all voices are part of the decision-

making process. We need to model democracy, and we need 

to educate young people on the value of democracy.  We need 

to collectively work together so that we continue to have the 

right of self-rule through the democratic process. 

 

The good news is that we are part of a national organization 

committed to these values and processes.  We need to 

communicate to young women who we are and what we can 

offer.  AAUW offers solutions to the many issues that face us 

as women.  I hope as we start a new year, you reflect on this 

information and contribute your talents, strengths and time in 

whatever way you can to counter these growing trends.  There 

is much going on in our branch, but there is always support for 

those who want to do more.  These are the issues that will 

grow and strengthen our branch in the future.  Take a stand, 

get involved.  DIVERSITY IS DEMOCRACY.                         

 

 

 Elgin Area Women’s History Month Tea  
                 Saturday, March 2 - 11 AM to 1:30 PM  

                 ECC’s Business Center; $25 per person 

                              From Barbara Evans 

 

As portrayed by Ms. Baldwin, history's most 

influential designer and business tycoon Coco 

Chanel will share the story of her rise to fame, 

her fashion theories and innovations and the 

creation of her most famous fragrance. She 

will also be candid about her 

competitors and the men in 

her life. 

 

Attendees will enjoy a variety of finger 

sandwiches, scones and finger-tip desserts as 

well as teas and other beverages. 

 

No reservations will be accepted after Friday, February 

22. Register online via ywcaelgin.ywca.org/whb19; by check 

made payable to the YWCA Elgin at 220 E. Chicago St., 

Elgin, 60120; or by contacting YWCA Elgin at 847.742.7930.  
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The event is co-sponsored by Altrusa International Club of 

Elgin, Elgin Area AAUW, Elgin Community College, Elgin 

History Museum, Gamma Xi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, 

League of Women Voters of Elgin and YWCA Elgin. 

      

                 

                  Elgin Area Branch AAUW 

                    100th Anniversary   
            From Julie Ford, Mary Navin and Sue Schulz 

                     

Many eager AAUW members are meeting and planning a 

year-long celebration of our 100th anniversary.  We welcome 

all support and elicit involvement on many levels of 

participation. 

 

At this time plans are being formalized on four levels: 

 

HISTORY:  Celebrate our branch’s years of historical people 

and events in a variety of ways. 

 

ART:  Acknowledge our continuing interest in the arts, 

including a history of 49 years of sponsoring a local, public 

Art Fair (Art Showcase).  Plans are finalized for an open 

house art sale at the home of local artist Suzanne Massion with 

benefits to be shared with AAUW.  There will also be an 

opening event reception at the Art Space venue in downtown 

Elgin, featuring local art work with a connection to our earlier 

art fairs. 

 

DAY OF EMPOWERMENT:  Attract a prominent guest 

speaker to celebrate our anniversary year at an event open to 

the public.  Possibilities include Tammy Duckworth, Juliana 

Sratton, Lauren Underwood. This event would evolve into 

positive exposure for AAUW and attraction of prospective 

new members. 

 

CELEBRATORY DINNER:  Engage in a culminating dinner 

to include members and their families and guests.  Musical 

entertainment will be provided. 

 

Our anniversary celebration needs to involve all members.  

Please be aware of many opportunities to join the planning 

committee.  Contact the chair persons, Julie Ford, Mary Navin 

and Sue Schulz with questions and offers of participation.  In 

Spring, there will be a letter eliciting financial support for our 

many endeavors, which cannot be finalized without your 

willing support.  Thank you for your interest, enthusiasm and 

participation in this exciting anniversary celebration. 

 

 

                   U-46 STEM Expo 
                          February 23, 9 am - Noon 

                Bartlett High School.  

 

The U-46 Stem Expo is an opportunity for all U-46 students to 

explore and discover Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Math through hands-on investigations and research. The focus 

of this event is for students to develop and design a project 

based on their own natural curiosities and interests. The 

students will present their final projects to volunteer judges 

and thousands of attendees. 

 

Volunteer Judges are needed to provide a critique of each 

participant’s project. Please note that the purpose of the Expo 

is to share scientific work. This is not a contest! Participants 

will get valuable feedback on their project but we are not 

awarding places or prizes. To volunteer as a judge, copy and 

paste https://goo.gl/forms/zyAfck6xWX6zk3fp1.        
 

            Reel Women//Real Women 
                               From Barbara Evans 

 

Tues., February 26: A Star Is Born  (2018) 

Starring Lady Gaga & Bradley Cooper 

 

Though the film borrows the basic story line 

of the 1937 film which was adapted to 1954 

and 1976 musicals, the critics' consensus on 

Rotten Tomatoes is that "with appealing leads, deft direction, 

and an affecting love story, this film is a remake done right, 

and a reminder that some stories can be just as effective in the 

retelling." 

 

For those  unfamiliar with the story, it is in essence a parable 

about fame that features Ally, who dreams of making it big in 

the music industry and performs when she can at a local drag 

bar, and Jackson Maine, a well-known rock musician who is 

suffering from tinnitus. After their initial meeting and instant 

chemistry, the scenes that follow show the twists and turns of 

their relationship and Ally's rise to fame as a singer-

songwriter. While Cooper and Lady Gaga are the stars, the 

supporting cast is equally superb.  

 

Those who have already seen the film may be interested in 

Alison Willmore's review that provides an excellent analysis 

of the film and its predecessors.  

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/alisonwillmore/star-is-

born-lady-gaga-bradley-cooper-rock-pop-music 

 

Open to the public, Reel Women meets at Gail Borden Library 

at 6 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of every month except 

November and December. You are welcome to bring food and 

drink into the movie. Discussion follows the movie.  

   

                         Newsletter Editors 
 

Newsletter deadline for the March issue is February 20. 

Please submit all items as a Word document to All editors.     

       Dale Braun - cabndab@sbcglobal.net  

       Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com 
       Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net 

     

                                Website 
 

Website items may be sent any time to      

       Marcia Cameron - mec515@sbcglobal.net             

        Nancy Lamia - nancylamia@gmail. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://goo.gl/forms/zyAfck6xWX6zk3fp1&sa=D&source=hangouts&ust=1548803266028000&usg=AFQjCNGuUePHjDDwpla8y26oNmYO5TU0qw
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/alisonwillmore/star-is-born-lady-gaga-bradley-cooper-rock-pop-music
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/alisonwillmore/star-is-born-lady-gaga-bradley-cooper-rock-pop-music
mailto:cabndab@sbcglobal.net
mailto:medina@gmail.com
mailto:mec515@sbcglobal.net
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 

membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 

this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 

sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 

 

AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 

equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers so that all  

women have a fair chance. 

 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 

self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 

social change. 

 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 

discrimination and promote gender equity through support 

of litigation and educational programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elgin Area Branch AAUW 

c/o Karen Patterson 
             310 Copper Springs Lane 

Elgin, IL  60124      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 

 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  

 charter members. 

 

 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   

 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  

 Women. 

 

 


