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                                                                                   AAUW’s Mission Statement  

                                 AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research. 

       
       Website – elginarea-il.aauw.net                                                 Email Address –aauw.membership.elginarea@gmail.com 

  

                    Holiday Brunch 

                               December 8, 12 - 2 

   Patricia Harkin’s Home - 1005 N. Spring Street, Elgin 

 

                     
 

Come celebrate the season at our annual Holiday Brunch at 

the home of Patricia Harkin. Spend time socializing and 

enjoying a delicious meal in her beautiful Victorian home. 

Prospective members welcome! 

 

General Meeting 
                          Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

                           340 Grand Boulevard, Elgin 

                     Saturday, January 12, 11:30 am 

 

     Salad and Casserole Luncheon with Silent Auction 

 

Are you hungry for delicious casseroles, salads, Illinois 

history, and facts about AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund? 

Satisfy all of your appetites at our annual luncheon.   

 

What does AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund DO? And What 

Can You Do to Help?  LAF Chair Patty Harkin will describe 

how AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund supports plaintiffs who 

fight gender discrimination and harassment in the workplace 

and in education. She will also suggest ways in which our 

branch can help to support this important work. 

 

In addition, Rachel Campbell will test our knowledge of 

Illinois history with a spirited quiz.                                                    
  

 

 

 

                        Calendar 
                

Nov. 29   Diversity Group  6 pm 

                Gail Borden Public Library 

                Native American film - Dakota 38 

 

                              December 

 
Dec. 5      Current Movie Discussion Group  4:30 pm 

                Grumpy Goat – New location 

                Boy Erased and Wildlife 

    

Dec. 8      Holiday Brunch 

 

Dec. 10    Great Books  7 pm 

                 Hostess: Jeanne Hebeisen           

                 Poetry of Edna St. Vincent Millay 

                 See Yearbook listing for poems. 

 

Dec. 13     Morning Book Group  9:30 am 

                 Hostess:  Mary Navin 

                 Little Fires Everywhere, Celeste Ng 
 

Dec. 13    Women & Culture  7 pm 

                 Kneseth Israel – 330 Division St., Elgin 

                 “Jewish and Female”  

                 Panel of Jewish women will discuss the role of  

                 women, feminism, professions, family, conversion 

                 and interfaith marriage.  

 

Dec. 19     Evening Book Group  7 pm 

                 Hostess:  Mary Navin 

                 Alive in Shape and Color, Lawrence Block, Ed.  

  

No December meeting for Reel Women and Knitting 

Groups     
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                               January 
 

Jan. 2       Current Movie Discussion Group  4:30 pm 

                 Movie(s) to be determined 

                 

Jan. 10     Morning Book Group  9:30 am 

       Panera’s Arboretum Shopping Center  

                     Routes 72 & 59 

                The House of Broken Angels 

                 Luis Alberto Urrea 

 

Jan. 12     Salad and Casserole Luncheon and Silent  

                Auction        
                Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

                 

Jan. 14     Great Books  7 pm 

                Gail Borden Public Library 

                “Anthropology and the Abnormal” 

                Ruth Benedict 
  

Jan. 21     Knitting/Crocheting Group  1 pm 

                 Hostess: Rachel Campbell 
 

Jan. 22     Reel Women/Real Women  6 pm 

                 Gail Borden Public Library 

                The Wife 

 

Jan. 23     Evening Book Group  7 pm 

                 Hostess:  Barbara Evans 

                 Varina, Charles Frazier 

 

Jan. 24     Diversity Group      

                 Hostess  Patty Harkin 

                 Elgin's African American Community film 

                 “Each One Reach One” 

 

                            Non-branch Events 
 

Jan. 26     District 5 Networking Luncheon 

                 Embassy Suites – Deerfield, 1445 Lake Cook Rd. 

                 Wendy Pearlman, Associate Professor of Political  

                 Science, Northwestern University 

 

Feb. 14     Long Red Line   

                 Elgin Community College 

 

Mar. 2      Elgin Area Women's History Month Tea 

                 ECC Business Center  11- 1:30 

 

Apr. 13    AAUW Fellows Luncheon  

                 Lambs Farm, Libertyville 

 

May 3      AAUW-IL State Convention 

                 Springfield 

 

 

              

 

                   

                    Presidents’ Report 
          From Libby Hoeft and Rachel Campbell 

 

As winter envelops us, it is time to find warmth among friends 

and family. We give thanks for all that we have, all that we 

have been able to do as AAUW members in the community, 

the country and the world, and we look forward to the lights 

and warmth of the holidays. Please join us at the beautiful 

home of Patty Harkin for our Holiday Brunch on Saturday, 

December 8. We will be making individual contributions to 

the Boys and Girls Club of Elgin. Please make checks payable 

to them. 

 

Jeanne Hebeisen is so good about forwarding messages, so 

please read her emails. Women and Culture is co-sponsoring 

an event on November 29, and Gareth Sitz has organized a 

panel on December 13 discussing being Jewish and Female. 

We have so many active members doing great things in our 

community. We can support them and learn new things at the 

same time. 

 

Our January 12, salad and casserole luncheon at Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church needs members to sign up to bring a dish. 

We will have a sign-up sheet at the Brunch for those of you 

who are able to contribute. We can support AAUW’s Legal 

Advocacy Fund by contributing to and buying from our 

auction, as we learn more about its mission. 

 

The District 5 meeting is on January 26 at the Deerfield 

Doubletree. Wendy Pearlman will discuss her book regarding 

Assyrian refugees. All are invited to attend. 

 

We have a great lineup of programs for the remainder of the 

year. We look forward to seeing you at these events, 

particularly our awards banquet on May 15. 

 

 

        Reel Women for Real Women 
                           From Barbara Evans 

 

Tues., January 22: The Wife    (2018) 

Starring Glenn Close & Jonathan Pryce 

That critics are predicting a seventh Oscar 

nomination for Close is not surprising, so 

nuanced is her performance as the dutiful wife of a writer who 

has just been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. As the 

couple jets off to Stockholm for the awards ceremony, it is 

clear that something is amiss. While flashbacks to their early 

years together provide some of the clues, the ending is a 

stunning revelation. And I guarantee that it is one that many 

will be eager to discuss. 

Open to the public, Reel Women meets at Gail Borden Library 

at 6 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of every month except 

November and December. You are welcome to bring food and 

drink into the movie. Discussion follows the movie. 
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Public Policy Report 
From Shirley May Byrnes 

  

Title 1X: Dean Cyndi Vasquez-Barrios, Joliet Junior College, 

predictions of impending negative changes to Title IX have 

become real. The 11/16 AAUW Washington Update reports 

that the "Department of Education Announces Extensive Title 

IX Rollbacks." The new rules significantly reduces Title IX 

protections for victims of sexual harassment and assault in 

schools by protecting the perpetrators and requiring more 

extensive "proof" of assault. The article in the e-newsletter 

provides more information and the link to a petition objecting 

to the changes.  

 

In addition, the November 2018 issue of AAUW LAF Express 

reports that AAUW signed onto Kollaritsch v. MSU Board of 

Trustees, a case that seeks to clarify when a university’s 

liability for deliberate indifference under Title IX is triggered. 

On interlocutory appeal, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

Sixth Circuit will consider whether the plaintiffs must assert 

that they suffered further acts of discrimination as a result of 

the university’s inaction in order to prove the school’s 

deliberate indifference to their harm. 

 

Contraceptive Coverage: The Washington Update also 

reports that the Department of Health and Human Services this 

week finalized a rule allowing employers to opt out of 

providing contraceptive coverage previously mandated by the 

Affordable Care Act based on employers’ moral or religious 

objections. AAUW submitted comments in opposition to the 

rule during the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking period. 

 

Equal Pay: The LAF Express reports that AAUW signed on 

to an amicus brief in Gordon v. United States to challenge an 

erroneous interpretation of the Equal Pay Act of 1963 (EPA) 

before the en banc (full) panel of U.S. Court of Appeals for 

the Federal Circuit. The plaintiffs in the case are Gayle 

Gordon and Theresa Maxwell, physicians in the Department 

of Emergency Medicine of the Central Arkansas Veteran’s 

Healthcare System in Little Rock, Arkansas. They brought 

claims under the EPA, challenging the agency’s failure to pay 

them wages equal to three male colleagues in the Emergency 

Department. The plaintiffs were subject to a pay freeze and 

did not get the raises that the male doctors received. Despite 

producing evidence of this pay disparity, a panel of the 

Federal Circuit affirmed the lower court’s dismissal of the 

case on summary judgment, saying that the plaintiff-appellants 

failed to establish that the pay differential was “historically or 

presently based on sex.” 

 

  

                         Diversity 

                                   From Sue Schulz 

 

Although this has been written and shared already…..I can’t 

say it any better than I have before and bears repeating…….. 

 

The holidays have begun.  Did you know that from November 

1st through January 15th there are approximately 29 holidays 

observed by 7 of the world’s major religions?  Moreover, there 

are all those New Year’s celebrations occurring in February 

that are carried on around the world.   

 

This festive time begins with us being encouraged to reflect 

and be thankful.  So I’d like to share some thanks I have about 

AAUW and our branch. 

 

 I’m thankful that AAUW does make a difference in 

the equity and quality of women’s’ lives.  

 I’m thankful that our AAUW branch is a strong 

community of advocacy and friendship.  

 I’m thankful that we have many members who are 

active and willing to give of their time, gifts and 

resources to build relationships in the Elgin 

community and promote the visibility of the AAUW 

mission and our branch.  

 I’m thankful that we have opportunity to grow and 

develop into a healthy branch that will move forward 

into the 21st century.  

 

Our next opportunity to celebrate with our community and 

build our AAUW visibility is through the Annual Martin 

Luther King Jr. Celebration being held on January 19th 

and 21st.  This is a city sponsored event that brings all of the 

communities in the City of Elgin together.  The MLK 

celebration promotes Dr. King’s legacy by building an active 

interest and meaningful involvement in the areas of human 

rights, civil rights, social justice and/or world peace.  Our 

AAUW mission of research, education and advocacy 

complement the goals of this celebration.  Please save the 

dates for this special event.  Our members can contribute to 

the success of this event by participating on the 19th at the 

breakfast, volunteering your time on the 21st at the Youth 

Conference, or personally contributing to the MLK 

scholarship.  Please watch for email notices detailing the 

events of this celebration. Or contact myself or Rosemary 

Dyson for specific details. 

 

Celebrations include time with family and friends, special 

foods, gifts and, most importantly, passing on traditional 

values that we feel are important to us.  Wishing all the best 

during this holiday season and hoping that your reflections of 

what are good and what you are thankful for includes AAUW.    

 

 

 

AAUW-Illinois – District 5 

36th Annual Networking Luncheon 

January 26 

         Embassy Suites – Deerfield, 1445 Lake Cook Rd. 

From Judy Fishburn 

 

Networking at 11:30 AM – Lunch at 12:15 PM 

Guest Speaker – Wendy Pearlman 1 PM 

“Comparative Politics of the Middle East” 

Arab – Israeli – Syrian - Refugees – Political      

Violence/Non-Violence – Migration 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=zSxWZqcVT3URQzgXL4fXFrfkYJPqPUTl
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=zSxWZqcVT3URQzgXL4fXFrfkYJPqPUTl
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=XKrBvYvw9%2Bks%2FJ8a4MtBvY4CvplgfRHH
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Ka27i3apLZWV1YVHhXrRdrfkYJPqPUTl
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Associate Professor of Political Science  

 Northwestern University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author of We Crossed A Bridge and It Trembled: Voices 

From Syria 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Please complete reservation form below and mail with check, 

made payable to AAUW Networking Luncheon,  

to Donna Zimmerman – 1540 Rutland Ct. - Schaumburg, IL 

60173.  Reservation forms and payment to arrive NO LATER 

THAN January 19th. 

 

Name: _______________________________________  

 

Email: _______________________________________    

 

Phone #______________________________________ 

 

Entree Choice: ________________________________ 

 

Dietary Restrictions____________________________ 

 

Entree Choices – Each $40: 

Salmon with Lemon Cream Sauce; Choice Sliced Beef; 

Chicken Picatta; Mushroom Risotto.  Also included with 

Entree: Green Salad, Rolls, Dessert, Coffee & Tea. 

 

 

 

                        Save the Date 
 

Elgin Area Women's History Month Tea 

Saturday, March 2  

11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at ECC's Business Center 

$25 per person 

                               From Barbara Evans 

  

As portrayed by Annette Baldwin, Coco Chanel—history's 

most influential fashion designer and 20th-century business 

tycoon—shares the story of her rise to fame, her fashion 

theories and innovations, and the creation of her most famous 

fragrance. She is also candid about her competitors and the 

men in her life. 

 

Details about registering, as well as flyers for the event, will 

appear in the next newsletter. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Newsletter Editors 
 

Newsletter deadline for the February issue is January 20. 

Please submit all items as a Word document to both editors. 

    

       Dale Braun - cabndab@sbcglobal.net  

       Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net 

     

          

                              Website 
 
Website items may be sent any time to      

       Marcia Cameron - mec515@sbcglobal.net             

        Nancy Lamia - nancylamia@gmail.com 

 

                        Facebook 
 
We do not currently have a Facebook person.                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cabndab@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mec515@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nancylamia@gmail.com
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 

membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 

this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 

sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 

 

AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 

equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers so that all  

women have a fair chance. 

 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 

self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 

social change. 

 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 

discrimination and promote gender equity through support 

of litigation and educational programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times  

 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  

 charter members. 

 

 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   

 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  

 Women. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
         
 

 
 

 

 

 


