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            General Meeting  

           November 26, 7:30 pm 

           Zion Lutheran Church 

         330 Griswold Street, Elgin 

          

          STEM Presentation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Lydia Gillus will lead us in a 

hands-on STEM Project. Come and interact 

with members while stretching your brain 

cells with a challenging group activity.                                                    

 

 

          November Calendar     
            

Nov  5 Board Meeting at Sue Schutz 

Nov  7 Current Movie Discussion, 4:30 PM 

  Nicks Pizza at Randall & Hopps 

The Movie:  “A Star is Born” 

Nov  8 Morning Book Group, 9:30 AM  

Hostess:  Rachel Campbell 

“The Great Alone” by Kristin Hannah 

Nov 12  Elgin Great Books, 7 PM 

  Gail Borden Library 

 “The Man Who Loved Islands”  

by D.H.Lawrence 

Nov 14 Evening Book Group, 7 PM 

  Hostess: Rachel Campbell 

  “Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng 

Nov 19 Knitting/Crocheting Group, 1 PM 

  Hostess: Jan Jones 

Nov 26 General Meeting: STEM Presentation 

          

            Looking a little ahead… 
Dec   8 Holiday Brunch – Mark your calendar 

  At the home of Patricia Harkin 

Dec 10 Elgin Great Books will meet 

  At the home of Jeanne Hebeisen 

Dec 13 Morning Book Group, 9:30 AM 

  Hostess:  Mary Navin 

Dec 13 Women and Culture will meet 

 

Jan  26 District 5 Networking Luncheon 

            See attachment. 
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        A Word from a Co-President  

                   Rachel Campbell  
  

October 6 Shirley May Byrnes, Jeanne Hebeisen 

and I attend the Northern District Conference.  It 

was informative and covered a variety of topics.  

Look further in the newsletter for a more complete 

report about some of them.  I would like to call 

your attention to a couple. 

1.  Only one more state is need to pass the 

ERA.  Virginia is the state that will be 

focused in January, 2019.  Nearly 100 years 

ago, a similar battle was waged to pass the 

19th amendment.  Read about it in a 

wonderful book, THE WOMEN’S HOUR, 

by Weiss. 

2. New rules are coming that will limit Title 

IX’s effectiveness in fighting sexual assaults 

on college campuses.  (As a matter of 

information, a ruling has been made.  I read 

a notice about it this week.  Betsy DeVoss is 

taking heat from some senators.) 

3. I will recommend to next year’s Program 

Committee that we ask Cheryl Maletich to 

speak as a representative For STEM.  Cheryl 

is Vice President, Distribution Operations, 

Comed.  She is an excellent speaker and 

entertaining, as well. 

A special thank you to Patty Harkin and everyone who 

contributed to and worked at our garage sale.  We had 

amazing success! 

Be sure to join other Branch Members on 

November 26 when our newer member, Lydia 

Gillus, will present a STEM Program.  II 

understand this is a “hands on” program.  We all 

will participate! 

NOVEMBER 6 IS ELECTION DAY!  Please 

VOTE!  I must ell you about a woman in my yoga 

class.  Last Saturday, she announced that she never 

voted in any election except for a general election 

for President; however, she has decided to vote in 

this one.  Most of us in the class just stood and 

stared in disbelief.  ALL Elections are important:  

primaries, midterm, general and special.  That is 

Democracy.  Remember, there is early voting if 

Nov. 6 is not convenient for you.  It takes only a 

moment VOTE!    

 

 
   

          General Meeting Minutes  

              From Juanita Brook  
   AAUW Elgin Area Branch Meeting     October 9, 2018 

 

Co-President, Libby Hoeft, called the meeting to order at 8:28 

pm at the Elgin Historical Society. 

The September Branch Meeting minutes, which were printed 

in the newsletter, were approved. Linda Knight made the 

motion for approval and Shirley May Byrnes seconded the 

motion. It passed unanimously. It was noted by Sue Schulz, 

that although the minutes had said that Judy Fishburn would 

be a member of the Elgin Hispanic Network this coming year, 

she has since declined to do so. 

The Treasurer’s Report, which was sent to the members by 

email, was presented. It was accepted, and filed for audit. 

Tish Calhamer, Program Co-Chair, reminded the Branch that 

the next meeting will be November 26th, 7 pm at Zion 

Lutheran Church. It will be a STEM program, presented by 

Lydia Gillus. 

Membership Co-Chair, Rosemary Dyson, announced that 

almost all the Yearbooks have been delivered. Our 

membership still stands at 125. The Membership Committee 

will hold a Getting Together event in the spring. 

Libby thanked Patty Harkin, Jan Jones, and all the members 

who helped with the Garage Sale. The profits from the sale 

totaled $1800. 

Co-President, Rachel Campbell, related that the District 5 

Meeting in Wheaton was very interesting and informational. 

Newsletter Editor, Jeanne Hebeisen, asked the committee 

chairs to send their articles to Dale Braun as soon as possible 

so she can put the newsletter together for her first time. 

Diversity Chair, Sue Schulz, thanked all who contributed to 

the Centro de Informacion Gala. Sue and Rosemary will be 

working with the Martin Luther King, Jr. committee to help 

organize the January MLK weekend. 

Carol Wieg, Local Scholarship Chair, had the scholarship 

applications with her and invited us to take some to give to 

qualifying young women we know. She also asked for ideas 

for the use of the monies donated in memory of Becky Olson. 

Public Policy Chair, Shirley May Byrnes, announced that the 

League of Women Voters Forum would take place on October 

13. Candidates for Illinois Representatives in Districts 43 and 

65 will be there. 

With no further business, Libby Hoeft adjourned the meeting 

at 8:40 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Juanita Brook, Secretary 
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Membership Still Matters 

Mark Your Calendars From Rosemary Dyson 

 

This is an exciting time in the Elgin Area Branch 

AAUW. The membership committee will be 

reaching out to new and potential members. Please 

keep an eye out for the following events: 

Getting Together, March 7, 2019 is a gathering 

which helps new members to acquire information 

about the Elgin Area Branch’s vast amount of 

activities including Study/ Interest Groups: Four 

book groups – Great Books, Morning Group, 

Evening Group, The Book Group, Women and 

Culture, Theatre Group, Two Bridge Groups, Reel 

Women (Film Viewing and Discussion, Current 

Movie Discussion Group, Knitting/Crocheting 

Group; Community Projects – Fox Valley Garden 

Walk, The branch presents a garden walk in the 

Elgin Area on even-numbered years. Local 

Scholarship Award, Sponsorship of Local Student 

to NCCWSL (AAUW’s National Conference for 

College Women Student Leaders), In collaboration 

with Local Institutions Women’s History Month 

High Tea – March event to celebrate our heritage, 

STEM Initiatives. More information on these 

groups can be found in your Elgin Area Branch 

AAUW 2018-2019 Yearbook. 

This is a good opportunity for Befrienders to 

encourage their new member to mark their 

calendar and attend this fun new member event.  

Summer Picnic, June 2019 the new member get 

together was a resounding success. New members 

and longtime members got a chance to meet and 

greet each other. We plan on having another 

Summer Picnic June 2019. Keep an eye out for 

additional information. 

Shape the Future – New member recruitment, 

Aug. 15, 2019 will be held at Mary Navin’s home. 

Please begin talking with friends and colleagues 

who would benefit from all that AAUW has to 

offer. Membership is open to all graduates, 

including men, who hold an Associate’s (or 

equivalent), Bachelor’s, or higher degree from a 

regionally accredited college or university. 

AAUW has a lot to offer so be sure that you 

continue to spread the word. The Elgin Area Branch 

has been recognized for achievement in the areas of 

community action, public policy, membership, 

leadership, visibility, as well as support of 

AAUW’s Legal Advocacy and educational 

fellowships and grant funds.   

 

If you know of someone who is interested, you 

don’t have to wait for an event. We would be glad 

to take a new member application. The annual 

membership fee is $82. However, there is a 

discounted membership fee of $52.50 for joining at 

Shape the Future, Getting Together or any of the 

general meetings.  

 
 

 

     

                   Meet and Greet  

AAUW Bio – Jarveen Pearson 
                  From Muriel Fenzel   

 

 Katy Potts, also a new member, 

encouraged Jarveen to attend our 

“Shape the Future” event in August 

for new and prospective members 

to learn more about AAUW both 

national and especially our own 

AAUW Elgin Branch. Jarveen subsequently joined 

AAUW. 

     Jarveen grew up in Chicago, received her B.A. 

in Human Resources and Management, and is a 

recent graduate. She moved to Elgin for her job and 

hopes to realize her personal passions for improving 

the education and well-being of children. 

     No single mindedness for Jarveen! She also 

would like to become involved in Mental Health 

awareness, civil rights issues and the advancement 

of girls and women. Our very community focused 

AAUW Branch has many areas where Jarveen can 

realize her passions.  

     Jarveen likes music, reading, walking and time 

with her family and friends. She envisions a life 

well-lived, service to others and would like to leave 

a legacy for what she treasures most. We would all 

do well with Jarveen’s dreams made our own!            
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                   Women & Culture  

          Next meeting is December 13th 

           Diversity… From Sue Schulz  

 
As an AAUW member, I believe you support the values of…. 
 

  Building leadership (especially in women 

and young girls) 

 Standing up for social justice and civil rights 

 Building relationships with other local, like-

minded mission organizations 

 Working towards equity for all 

 Being nonpartisan focusing on fact-based 

issues 

 Having integrity, inclusion and 

intersectionality 
 

I believe this about our branch because many of our members 

are very active supporting our outreach in the community. 
 

THANK YOU to all of our AAUW members who contributed 

to the success of Centro de Informacion’s Gala.  We are 

fortunate to have such a great community organization that 

services the needs of the women and their families in the 

immigrant community. THANK YOU to all those that 

volunteered for our September 25th Voter Registration 

outreach.  Together with the LWV, Centro & GBPL, we were 

able to register, educate and encourage voters for this 

November election. 
 

Our next event, under the auspices of Diversity, is the Martin 

Luther King Celebration.  To accomplish our most important 

goal of growth and building a diverse membership, it is most 

important that our AAUW branch be visible and active in our 

local community.  We have been taking steps in this direction 

and are building important relationships.  We have an 

opportunity to have our branch significantly participate at this 

year’s 34th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration events 

during the weekend of January 19th and 21st.   This is a city 

sponsored event that brings all of the communities in the City 

of Elgin together.  The MLK celebration promotes Dr. King’s 

legacy by building an active interest and meaningful 

involvement in the areas of human rights, civil rights, social 

justice and/or world peace.  Our AAUW mission of advocacy, 

research and education align with the goals of this celebration.  

Or, if you would like to attend this wonderful event and want 

to purchase a ticket, please let us know that as well.   
 

Our participation in these events gives us a personal sense of 

purpose in these challenging times, build our future and 

connect our branch with the community to improve the lives 

of all women and girls.   

 

              

              Public Policy Report  

           From Shirley May Byrnes                                  
 

Title 1X: At the Northern Fall Leadership 

Conference on October 6, Dean Cyndi Vasquez-

Barrios, Joliet Junior College, warned us of past and 

impending negative changes to Title IX. Protections 

for the LGBTQ community were removed in 2017 

by Secretary of Education Betsy DeVoss. She also 

removed all guidance letters from the website and 

eliminated the 60 days time limit in which to 

investigate cases. Secretary DeVoss plans to repeal 

the rules and procedures put in place by the Obama 

administration in 2011 that made the elimination of 

campus sexual assault a key domestic policy. The 

10 12/18 AAUW Washington Update reports that 

the Department of Education is expected to 

propose new rules that would significantly 

change Title IX protections for victims of sexual 

harassment and assault in schools. The 

announcement is imminent. 

 
Clery Act: This Act is under the Dept. of Justice was enacted 

when a girl raped and murdered in her dorm room. It requires 

colleges to publish crimes at the college and in the community 

for the past three years so parents can make a more informed 

decision on where to send their child. It includes a Crime Bill 

of Rights that supports the victim and allows an advisor of 

their choice. The outcome of the case may be disclosed. 

 

Other information from Dean Vasquez-Barrios: 

 Illinois has a Sexual Assault in Higher 

Education Act that was passed in August 

2015.  

 Studies have found that trauma victims need 

two sleep cycles to process the information 

from the trauma. Interviewing them right 

after doesn't allow them to present more 

than impressions and emotions.  

 Kids need to be educated about consent. She 

showed "A Cup of Tea" which is on 

YouTube and a good teaching tool about 

consent.  

 A study shows that only 4% of sexual 

assault cases involved drugs; 80% involve 

drinking. 

 More than 90% of victims don't report the 

assault as many blame themselves for it.  

 Men are sexually assaulted for different 

reasons than women - to show 
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power/dominance - and usually occur 

during hazing.  

 Sexual assault and domestic violence in 

college has skyrocketed due to social 

media.  

 Partners and stalkers use tracking software, 

etc. Young women do it too. Stalking is 

easy, and it's done by both men and women. 

Awareness can lead to action. 
 

ERA: A 9/30/18 letter to the editor of the Chicago Sun-

Times stated that the ERA wasn't partisan in Illinois, and 

it isn't nationally, either. 90% of American men, 

regardless of party, support a constitutional guaranty of 

equal rights for both men and women according to a 2016 

poll. That figure rises to 96% if you ask women. The letter 

thanked IL Sen. Dick Durbin for asking nominee Brett 

Kavanaugh about the ERA during his confirmation 

hearing. There is still a need to pass HJRes53 Removing 

Ratification Deadline for Equal Rights Amendment(ERA). 

If your US Representative is NOT currently a cosponsor of 

HJRes53, please encourage resolution co-sponsorship. If your 

US Representative IS a cosponsor of HJRes53, please 

encourage speech from HR floor in support of the resolution. 

 

VOTE! The most important thing we can do is vote on 

November 6 or before at one of the early voting sites. It is a 

responsibility and a right of citizenship in the U.S. Make sure 

each eligible member of your family is registered and goes to 

the poll. Urge your friends and neighbors to do the same. All 

elections are important. Be informed about the candidates and 

the issues. One source of information is 

www.IllinoisVoterGuide.org 

IL Veto Session Dates: Tuesday, November 13-15, Tuesday, 

November 27-29. During this period, both houses will vote on 

overriding the governor's vetoes of bills that the senators and 

representatives wish to enact. Rep. Anna Moeller and Sen. 

Cristina Castro will seek a veto override of HB4163, the 

Equal Pay Act-Wage History, which passed both houses for 

the past two years. 

Status of Gun Legislation in IL: Patricia Spence, Public 

Policy Coordinator of the Wheaton-Glen Ellyn AAUW 

compiled the following information. Springfield Scorecard: 

AAUW-1 vs. Illinois State Governement-6 AAUW Public 

Policy “recognizes that gun violence is a public health crisis.” 

With that in mind, what has happened so far to the 7 gun 

control bills introduced in our current 100th Illinois 

Legislature?  

HB 1465 (raise the age to purchase an assault weapon to 21) 

and HB 1467 (ban the sale of bump stocks in Illinois) did not 

advance beyond being referred to Rules Committee.  

HB 1468 (place a 72-hour waiting period on the sale of 

assault weapons) was subjected to a second gubernatorial 

amendatory veto. Neither legislative house responded. The 

bill is dead. 

 

HB 1469 (limit the capacity of magazines to 10 rounds) no 

longer appears on the legislative list of bills. 

 

HB 1664, Amendment #1 (create a Dangerous Person 

Hotline and toll free number to enable individuals to notify the 

Illinois State Police if they have reason to believe someone is 

a clear and present danger) did not advance beyond being 

referred to Rules Committee. 

 

HB 2354 (allow  family members, acquaintances or law 

enforcement to petition the court to allow for authorities to 

temporarily remove the firearms and Firearms Owner 

Identification Card from an individual who poses an 

immediate and present danger of causing injury to one’s self 

or another with a firearm) was passed and signed into law by 

Gov. Rauner.  

 

SB 1657 (firearms dealers must obtain 5 year licenses from 

the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional 

Regulation). Gov. Rauner vetoed. 

 

       

       Reel Women for Real Women  

               From Barbara Evans 
 

Just a reminder that we no 

longer do films for November 

and December. But do mark 

your calendars for our January 

22, 2019 film, The Wife, 

starring Glenn Close. 
 

         Local Scholarship Recipients  
                            From Carol Wieg   

 

The Betty Medaris Memorial Scholarship form for 

the 2019-2020 year is available. Forms are at Gail 

Borden Library, Judson University, Elgin 

Community College, Harper College and on our 

AAUW web site.  An eligible female applicant 

must be at least 19 years old by April 1, 2019, who 

has successfully completed 12 hours of college 

credit. The deadline for returning the application to 

either Rachel Campbell me is April 5, 2019. If you 

know of a young lady who may benefit from this 

scholarship, please encourage her to apply.   
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             International Relations  

              From Ruth Bradburn  
   

This is a good time to focus on how peoples from 

different countries that I have written about in past 

AAUW Times celebrate Thanksgiving. Our "First 

Thanksgiving" was celebrated by the Pilgrims after 

their first harvest in the New World in October 

1621. The feast lasted three days, and there were 90 

Native Americans and 53 Pilgrims in attendance. It 

has been celebrated every year since 1863 when 

Lincoln proclaimed it a national holiday. 

 

Around the 15th day of the eighth month of the 

lunar calendar, the Chinese celebrate a Mid-Autumn 

Festival. This tradition has been going for more 

than 2,500 years. Instead of pumpkin pie, the 

favorite Chinese dessert is moon cake, a baked 

concoction filled with sesame seeds, ground lotus 

seeds, and duck eggs. 

Near the autumn equinox, Chuseok, the equivalent 

of thanksgiving is celebrated in Korean. The three 

day tradition has been celebrated in the region for 

millennia. This major Korean holiday is a time of 

gathering with family enjoying rice balls flavored 

with sesame seeds and pine needles and Korean 

“pancakes”  (which are basically deep-fried meat and 

vegetables), enjoyed with a bit of rice liquor. 

 

Liberia was founded in the 19th century by freed American 

slaves who imported the tradition.  Although only a small 

percentage of the population identifies as Americo-Liberian, 

Thanksgiving Day is celebrated on the  first Thursday of 

November with a tropical African flavor. In place of turkey 

and mashed potatoes their menu is roast chicken and mashed 

cassava. It’s always harvest season in the tropics, so in this 

case, Thanksgiving is viewed as a time celebrate the founding 

of the country. 

 

Thanksgiving Snack with a message 

Serves 8 

Horn of Plenty: 2 cups of Bugles corn snacks 

Corn eaten by Pilgrims: 1 cup of candy corn 

Sweet harvest: 1 cup of dried fruit 

Arms folded in thanks: 2 cups of pretzels 

Bountiful harvest: 1 cup of nuts or sunflower seeds (which 

are basically deep-fried meat and vegetables), 

enjoyed with a bit of rice liquor. 
 

 

    Fall Garage Sale  

      a Success 

  From Patrica Harkin 

Thanks to everyone who 

donated, volunteered and 

shopped at our Fall Garage 

Sale.  Nancy and Dan Gardner were our generous 

and cheerful hosts (even though Dan was 

recovering from surgery!) and we are most grateful 

to them for their time, space and energy. Two days 

of beautiful weather encouraged us all as we 

earned $1800.00 for scholarships and fellowships 

to help young women pursue college degrees.   

 

        District 5 Networking Luncheon 
        January 26 Embassy Suites, Deerfield 
               Networking at 11:30 - Lunch at noon 

                         From Judy Fishburn 

 

See attached flyer for details and reservation form. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 

membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 

this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 

sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 

 

AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 

equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers so that all  

women have a fair chance. 

 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 

self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 

social change. 

 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 

discrimination and promote gender equity through support 

of litigation and educational programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 

 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  

 charter members. 

 

 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   

 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  

 Women. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                  
 

 

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


