Annual Meeting
Wednesday May 17
Social 5:30, Dinner 6
Randall Oaks Golf Club 101 Binnie
Road, just west of Randall Road

Jane Watson
1121 Canterfield Parkway W
West Dundee, IL 60118
630 306-1225

Calendar
May 1 Board Meeting 7 pm
Hostess: Mary Navin
May 3 Movie Discussion Group 4:30 pm
Colonial Café
The Zookeeper’s Wife

Join our celebration of branch
accomplishments this past year and
recognition of our Educational Opportunity
Named Grant recipients. Social hour will be
at 5:30 (cash bar) with dinner at 6.
Dinner selections:
Chicken Piccata $24
Tilapia Filet $19
Pasta Medley $13
Lemonade and Ice tea included.
Reserve by May 8! Mail your check made
out to Elgin Area AAUW to

May 8 Great Books 7 pm
Gail Borden Public Library
Women’s Diaries of
Westward Journey, Lillian Schissel
May 10 Good Tastes, 5pm
Japan 77, 2161Bloomindale Rd,
Glendale Heights 630 893-3377
May 15 Knitting/Crochet Group 1 pm
Hostess: Rosemary Dyson
Knitting dishrags for a fundraiser
or bring your own project to share.
May 17 General Meeting, 5:30 pm
Randall Oaks Golf Club

May 17-20 Garage Sale
Hostess: Jean Jederman
May 18 Morning Book Group, 11 am
Hostess: Libby Hoeft
potluck and Book Selection
Note Change of Time and Place
May 20 Summer Newsletter Deadline
May 23 Reel Women/Real Women, 6 pm
Gail Borden Public Library
Florence Foster Jenkins
May 24 Evening Book Group, 7 pm
Select books for 2017-2018
Hostess: Jan Jones

Non-Branch Events
May 2 Adelante Book Club, 6:30 pm
Re Jane, online discussion
May 5-6 AAUW State Convention
Champaign
May 11 YWCA Leader Luncheon. 11 am
The Seville
June 14-17 AAUW National Convention

Co-President’s Report
From Juanita Brook
Greetings and Happy Spring (at long
last!),
I am writing today to call your attention
to some really important aspects of
AAUW. For those of you who are new (or
not so new), or who only participate in
the Elgin Area Branch of AAUW as book
club members or bridge players, I want to
suggest to you that there are some pretty
cool things you can do on the national
web site to learn about and promote
AAUW.

If you are interested in a specific issue
that Congress is voting on, you can use
the “two minute activist” to check
progress and make your opinion known
to your representatives.
If you have a friend or relative that has
graduated college in the last two years or
will be graduating college this year, you
can take advantage of “give a grad a gift”
and give him or her a one year
membership to AAUW free to you both.
Go to AAUW.org and ‘search’ for the form.
Also there are opportunities for giving
personal gifts to AAUW, either for general
use or Legal Advocacy Funding.
And lastly, and this is quite important.
You can vote online for national position
candidates, public policy changes, and bylaw amendments. All the information is
both online and in the most recent issue
of Outlook. On the back page of your
Outlook issue, you will find your
membership ID number and voter pin
number. These are necessary for you to
sign in to vote. (If you don’t have your
membership number written down
somewhere, this is an opportunity to save
it.)
I know you probably don’t always read
Outlook from cover to cover, but this time
of year, it is good to be informed about
what is going on in the national
organization. I think you will be
impressed with all the activities that
AAUW encourages us to consider
supporting. Together we can make a
difference in our country and beyond by
recognizing our sisterhood and uniting to
further women’s issues in the legislative
arena. We need to do this for our kids and
grandkids and great grandkids, etc. Let’s
be part of the solution.

Finally, please, please, read our
newsletter. It is informative and really
interesting.

you’re at it look at the rich assortment of
information and resources that are available
on the AAUW national website.

PS. If you can come, don't forget to
register for the YWCA Leader Luncheon
on May 11 (YWCAElgin.org). We have
nominated Gareth Sitz for the Arts
category. Be sure to request the AAUW
table.

Getting Together
A Getting Together new and recently joined
member orientation event was held on April
6, 2017, at Rachel Campbell’s home. New
and recently joined members who attended
included: Flicka Regan, Jennifer Ford,
Rebecca “Becky” Larsen, Norma Smith,
Susan Moylan and Diane Van Wie. Our copresidents along with membership
committee members and other branch
members participated in an evening of food
and stimulating conversation. The new and
recently joined members received
information about Elgin Area Branch
interest groups including book groups,
bridge and mahjong groups, knitting and
crochet group just to name a few. We also
talked about the mission based activities of
AAUW, lifting up branch participation in
the Long Red Line One Billion Rising to
Stop Rape and Violence and Pay Equity
Day, a sampling of the mission based
activities carried out by Elgin Area Branch.
We are diligently working to assist new and
recently joined branch members in finding
their niche. There are lots of mission based
activities to pick from.

Minutes
The minutes for the April and May
meetings will be published in the summer
newsletter.

Membership Matters
By Rosemary Dyson
AAUW National Election
All members have received the AAUW
National Election 2017 email. Please take
time to study the issues that are on the ballot
and cast your vote. Issues on the ballot this
year include gun violence and AAUW’s
membership requirement. You can vote on
candidates for the AAUW Board of
Directors, amendments to the AAUW
Bylaws, proposed resolutions and proposed
changes to the AAUW Public Policy
Program. Details about the candidates and
ballot issues are available on the AAUW
national website and in your spring Outlook
magazine. The deadline for online voting is
June 15 (aauw.org/resource/nationalelection), (Emily Navin, public policy chair,
added information).
Please note: The National Election email
contains your member ID and your voter
PIN and your profile information. Most
important do not forward or share your
National Election email. It contains your
unique voting link. Make a note of your
member ID. This ID gives you access to
your online membership profile. While

I would like to welcome all new and
recently joined members. We want to make
sure that they have the best possible
experience as a member of the Elgin Area
Branch. We also want to help new members
to live out the AAUW mission of advancing
equity for women and girls through
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and
research.

DUES ARE DUE!
From Becky Olson, Membership
Treasurer

$72.00 includes

Issues and Actions Salon
Report

$49 for National
($46 tax deductible)
$10 for State
$13 for Local
Payable to Elgin Area AAUW
Send to:
Becky Olson
Membership Treasurer
8 Montrose Park Place
Elgin, IL 60123
Dues PAID on or before May 17
are eligible for drawing for
5 FREE National Memberships!

From Sue Schultz

t

Nominating Committee Report

Last November, AAUW put out a list of
priorities and issues for us as branches to
understand, discuss and create actions in
our local communities. On March 25h, we
held a Salon fulfilling this request by the
Associationl. The specified priorities and
issues that our salon group focused on
were; ACA Affordable Care Act, women’s
health and reproductive rights, education
(Title 9, funding for K-12 education), raise
minimum wage and paid sick leave, equal
pay bills, and voter issues

From Julie Ford and Becky Olson
The 2017 Nominating Committee (Lynn
Harper, Nancy Lamia, Chris Saletta, Rita
Shaw, Barbara Wahl with Julie Ford and
Becky Olson, Co-Chairs). proposes the
following Slate of Officers for 2017-2019
• Co-Presidents: Rachel Campbell and
Libby Hoeft
• Co-Membership VPs: Rosemary Dyson
and Sue Schultz
• Co-Program VPs: Tish Calhamer and
Gareth Sitz
• Recording Secretary: Juanita Brook
• Corresponding Secretary: Karen Patterson
• Treasurer: Linda Knight (second year of
term)
• Membership Treasure; Becky Olson
2018 Nominating Committee Members:
Sara Ellen Anderson, Sandy Kaptain,
Nancy Klemm, Chris Saletta, and Rita
Shaw. Alternates: Nancy Lamia, Sharon
LeCount. The election will take place at the
general meeting on April 29.

Here are the highlights of those
discussions….
• We are becoming a more balanced
branch. Our branch, has often been
seen as an organization that is
primarily social. But that image is
changing. Our outreach is to share
the mission of AAUW by
participating in more community
events has helped us to make our
branch more visible and expand the
knowledge of the mission of AAUW.
We are very fortunate to have a
branch that can draw in members
through our mission based events
and our great special interest
groups.
• AAUW is a non-partisan political
organization. Many of our branch
members, who are more interested
in this aspect of AAUW, also happen
to be in other organizations that
have some overlap in mission. We
have numerous issues facing us
currently, and these struggles are

expected to last for quite a while.
We recognize that we can’t do it all,
nor do we want to reinvent the
wheel. However, each of us has
specific interests, expertise and
passion that we can contribute to
specific issues. We felt it best if we
become better at collaborating
within the organizations we are
already working with to make sure
our branch is aware of what is
already going on in the community,
coordinating our participation, and
ensuring that we also wear the
AAUW hat when appropriate.
• We are to research, educate and
advocate. We recognize that many
of the issues are changing quickly or
even daily. It is important to
understand the AAUW position on
these topics (go to national website,
AAUW Public Policy or AAUW
publications). We also need to do
whatever research we can and then
the challenge for us is to educate
our members and the larger
community.
WHAT CAN WE DO WITH THIS
INFORMATION? How can we address the
priorities and issues listed above?
• Understand and advocate the
positions of AAUW
• Share your knowledge and research.
• Coordinate a group specific to one
of the issues so that we can address
actions or events on that topic.
• If you are in another group that is
also addressing AAUW issues, please
be a collaborator between AAUW
and that group.
• Sign up for a special email list to
send and receive specific
information regarding the priorities
and issues noted above. Email

Jeanne@mc.net Tell her to please
put you on the Issues & Actions list.
Garage Sale
From Jan Jones and Beverly Lovett
We welcome your
donations of desirable
books, toys, clothes and
other treasures for the sale!
Pricing them for us ahead
of time would be greatly
appreciated. For the sale, we’ll need
volunteers to help with organizing, pricing
and selling the goods. Wednesday, May 10
is for dropping off items from 3 pm to 6:30
pm. Sorting and pricing will be on May 11
from 9 am to 5 pm. The sale will continue
May 12from 9 am to 5 pm and May l3 from
9 am to 3 pm. We will be sending around
sign-up sheets at various upcoming
meetings. You may also call or email either
of us to add your name to the list. If you
have a big item which would especially
attract shoppers, please let us know in
advance so that we could include it in our
advertising.

Reel Women/Real Women
From Barbara Evans

May 23: Florence Foster
Jenkins (2016) PG-13
Starring Meryl Streep & Hugh
Grant
That the real Florence Foster Jenkins, who
died in 1944, has a Wikipedia page devoted
to her and has been the subject of other films
is not surprising. A wealthy New York
socialite who was a cult figure in the '20s,
'30s and 40s, Florence not only thought she
could sing but did—in private recitals to
others in her social circle, who never let on
that her often off-key warbling should be

limited to the privacy of a shower. Feeding
her delusion was also her common-law
husband/manager, her vocal coach and
pianist.
Any who have seen the film trailer of Meryl
Streep singing away as Florence could easily
think that farcical this film would be. That in
spite of often being delightfully humorous it
is not, however, is what makes it so worth
seeing. Because to tell you more would be to
lessen the effect that the film will
undoubtedly have on you, let it suffice to
say that "poignant" is the word that many
critics use to describe it. And the cast is
superb.
Open to the public, Reel Women meets at
Gail Borden Library at 6 p.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of every month except December.
You are welcome to bring food and drink
into the movie. Discussion follows the show.
June 27: Hidden Figures (2016

Community Liaison
From Judy Fishburn
EQUAL PAY DAY at GBPL and ECC
or..How we spent our April 4
Several AAUW –
Elgin Branch
members
Volunteered at ECC
and at GBPL To share the
message of.....“EQUAL PAY DAY” AND 300
“PAYDAY CANDY BARS” –
The “Work” began at 10 am at both locations.
The GBPL Volunteers “ran out of stock”
by 12:15...
The ECC Volunteers “ran out of stock”
by 2:15...

It was fun for everyone! Let's do it
again in 2018!

Adelante Book Club
From Becky Olson
Join AAUW ¡Adelante! Book of the Month
Club on May 2 at 6:30 pm as we celebrate
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month by
talking with 2013–14 AAUW American
Fellow Patricia Park about her book Re Jane,
a “breezy, engaging” first novel that
“grapples with real issues of identity, race,
and culture from global and historical
perspectives.”
For Jane Re, a half-Korean, half-American
orphan, the place she’s wanted to escape
her whole life is Flushing, Queens. Sardonic
yet vulnerable, Re toils, unappreciated, in
her strict uncle’s grocery store and observes
the traditional Korean principle of nunchi (a
combination of good manners, hierarchy,
and obligation). Desperate for a new life,
she becomes the au pair for the MazerFarleys, two Brooklyn-based English
professors and their adopted Chinese
daughter. .
Register (AAUW.org) for the discussion
with this contemporary retelling of Jane
Eyre that is a bright, comic story of falling in
love, finding strength, and living not just out
of obligation to others, but for one’s self.
Please help make this event a success,
enabling us to feature other authors in the
future.
If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Hannah Seligman,
AAUW Branch Relations Associate,
202.785.7784 | CFC #11319 |
www.aauw.org

International Women’s Issues
From Ruth Bradburn
Liberia, one of the world's poorest countries
elected Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in 2005 as the
first democratically-elected woman president
and first female head of state in Africa.
Currently, she is serving her last year of two 6
year term. She was born in Monrovia, Liberia
on October 29, 1938. She graduated from the
College of West Africa, earned a bachelor’s
degree in accounting from the Madison
Business College in Madison, Wisconsin, a
degree in economics from the University of
Colorado at Boulder, and a Master of Public
Administration degree from Harvard
University. A military coup in 1980 sent her
into exile. She returned to Liberia in 1985 to
speak out against the military regime. In
2011, she was one of a trio of women to win
the Nobel Peace Prize. She has been
advocating for the rights of women and the
importance of education to provide a better
future for her country and its people. She has
worked with many African Heads of State and
Governments to end malaria-related deaths.
She served as Chairperson of the Mano River
Union where she leads the effort for political
stability and economic cooperation among
Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, and Côte
d’Ivoire. The Liberian leader is also Goodwill
Ambassador for Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene (WASH) in Africa. She was a founding
member of the International Institute for
Women in Political Leadership; was
designated in 1999 by the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) (now African Union) to
serve on the committee to investigate the
Rwanda genocide; was a Commission Chair
for the Inter-Congolese Dialogue; and was
selected by UNIFEM as one of two persons to
investigate and report on the effect of
conflict on women and women’s roles in
peace building.
To learn more about Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s life
and career read Helene Cooper's new book

Madame President: The Extraordinary Journey
of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

YWCA Leader Luncheon
Elgin Area Branch AAUW
has nominated our
Program Co-Vice President
Gareth Sitz for the YWCA
Margaret Hillis Award for
the Arts. Winners will be
announced at the YWCA
Leader Luncheon on May
11 at The Seville in
Streamwood. Reception is at 11 and luncheon
at noon. Cost for the luncheon is $50 for YWCA
members and $55 for non-members. To
register, log onto ywcaelgin.org. Be sure to
indicate that you want to be seated at the YWCA
table. You can also give your check to Mary
Navin early in May.

New AAUW CEO
Kimberly Churches
AAUW is
excited to
announce that
Kimberly
Churches will
be our chief
executive officer starting June 1, 2017. Kimberly
comes to AAUW from the Brookings Institution,
where she strategically guided the public policy
organization, providing vision and problemsolving skills, expansive partnerships and
external relations, and fundraising as the
managing director. Before joining Brookings,
Kimberly was an associate vice chancellor at the
University of Denver, a director of development
at the University of North Florida, and a division
director at the American Heart Association. She
has extensive experience working
collaboratively on education (K–12 and higher
education) as well as capacity building among
grassroots groups and national and
international nonprofits. Churches earned her

BA at Florida State University in English
Education and the Certified Fund Raising
Executive affiliation in 2002.

My 90th Birthday Celebration
From Jeanne Hebeisen
A big thank you to all who have helped make
my 90 birthday so
special. Thanks to: Muriel Fenzel for opening
her beautiful
home for my tea;
to Jane Watson
and Mary Ellen
Barbezat for
coordinating it
and all those who
brought food, lovely serving things, chairs, etc.;
for Jane for decorating the delicious cake; for
Gareth for writing the entertaining script and
directing the skit about some tidbits from my
life she got from one of my daughters; for the
actors who performed in it; for all the birthday
cards (some also carrying the names of
husbands) that fill my buffet (can you believe
th

there were no duplicates!); for those who could
not be at the tea but contacted me in any way;
for those who made my daughter Nancy feel so
welcome; for any of you I missed who
contributed in any way. Thanks, also, to the
branch for the gift certificate to Barnes and
Noble.
I can only wish you all as great a celebration for
your 90 birthday as I had with all my AAUW
friends for mine! One last thing – in a gift bag I
was handed there was a small ceramic (?) heart.
Who gave it to me?
th

Kathy Turnquist
KATHY TURNQUIST will
long be remembered by
many members of Elgin
Area AAUW. She was
active in our programs and
mission to empower
women. Her strength,
indomitable spirit, and friendly smile
remains in our memory. Our condolences to
Jerry, Eric, Dennis and brother Kenny.

Yearbook Update
Maureen Reilly docmreilly@gmail.com

Message from Newsletter Editors
Newsletter deadline for the combined June,
July and August issue is May 20. Please
submit all items as a Word document to all
three editors.
Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com
Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net
Beverly Lovett lovett1988@comcast.net

Website
Website items may be sent any
time to Marcia Cameron mec515@sbcglobal.net and
Nancy Lamia nancylamia@gmail.com.

Facebook
Facebook items may be sent any time to
Nanci Alanis - alanis.nanci@gmail.com

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse
membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation
in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age,
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution.

AAUW’s Mission Statement
AAUW advances equity for women and girls through
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.

AAUW’s Value Promise
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks
through educational and economic barriers so that all
women have a fair chance.

AAUW’s Educational Foundation
AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and
self-development for women and to foster equity and
positive social change.

AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex
discrimination and promote gender equity through support
of litigation and educational programs.

Elgin Area Branch AAUW
c/o Karen Patterson
310 Copper Springs Lane
Elgin, IL 60124

About the Elgin Area Branch and
AAUW Times
The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40
charter members.
AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the
Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of
Women.

