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                Anna Moeller – Agent of Change Award 

The Elgin Area branch of AAUW proudly nominates Anna 
Moeller for the Agent of Change Award.  Anna’s life has been 
devoted to public service—as an Illinois State Representative, 
an Elgin city-councilperson, a professional advocate and an 
active member of AAUW.  In each of these capacities, Anna 
has worked to improve women’s lives in economic, social and 
physical ways. 
                                (Continued on page 6) 

 

                         
            
                Sandy Kaptain – YWCA Leadership Award 

 
For more than 25 years Sandy Kaptain has contributed 
enthusiastically and intelligently to the celebration of the arts 
in the Fox River Valley.  Never a by-stander, Sandy supports 
the arts, administers programs that promote them, and, as an 
accomplished photographer herself, contributes to Elgin’s 
burgeoning reputation as a center for artistic endeavor.   
 
Whether chairing an Art Showcase, founding an organization, 
advising a fledgling, or exhibiting her own work, Sandy gives 
her heart, time and talent unstintingly.  Her work in the arts 
has impact on the arts environment throughout the Fox Valley. 
                                (Continued on page 7) 

               Calendar   
       
                                June 

June 3     Movie Discussion Group 4:30 pm 
               Colonial Café 
               The Water Diviner 

 
June 8     Great Books 

               Gail Borden Library  7 pm 
               The Year of Magical Thinking, Joan Didion 
 
June 10   Good Tastes  6 pm 
               Art and Alma’s 
               125 N. Main, Burlington  (847) 683-2883 

 
June 11   Morning Book Group  9 am 
                Panera Bread, Rtes 59/72, South Barrington 
                Ordinary Grace, William Kent Krueger 
 
June 11   Morning Crafters 9:30 am 
                Hostess:  Jelayne Ewers 
                Felt Floral Welcome Banner 
 
June 18-21  AAUW National Convention 

                    San Diego, CA 
 

June 19    Online voting ends for 

                AAUW elections 

 
June 23    Reel Women/Real Women   

                Gail Borden Library  6 pm 
                Big Eyes 

 

June 24    Evening Book Group   7 pm 
                Hostess:  Patty Golden 
                And the Mountains Echoed, Khaled Hosseini 
 
                                 July 

July 1      Movie Discussion Group  4:30 pm 
                Colonial Café  TBD 
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July 6     Joint Board Meeting  6 pm 
               Potluck 
               Hostess:  Karen Patterson 
 
July 8     Good Tastes  6 pm 
               FoxFire, 17 W. State St, Geneva  (630) 232-1369 
 
July 9     Morning Book Group  9 am 
               Panera Bread, South Barrington 
               A Tale for the Time Being 

 

July 9     Morning Crafters  9:30 am 
               Cross Stitch Ribbon Candy 
               Hostess: Linda Rusenovich 
 

July 13    Great Books 

                Gail Borden Library  7 pm 
                Essay on the Principal of Population 

                Thomas Malthus 
 
July 22     Evening Book Group  7 pm 
                 Hostess:  Lorna Miller 
                 The Invention of Wings, Sue Monk Kidd 

 
July 28     Reel Women/Real Women 

                 Gail Borden Library  6 pm 
                 Into the Woods 

 

                               August 

Aug 3      Morning Crafters  9:30 am 
                Hostess:  Lee Engman 
                Flower Wreath 
                See newsletter re date 
 

Aug 5     Movie Discussion Group  4:30 pm 
               Colonial Café  TBD 
 
Aug 10    Great Books 

                Gail Borden Library  7 pm 
                The Bridge at San Luis Ray,Thornton Wilder 
 
Aug 12    Good Tastes  Aug 12 
                TBD 
 
Aug 13    Morning Book Group  9 am 
                Panera Bread, South Barrington 
                Dancing Through Darkness, Ann Markham Walsh   
 
Aug 20    Deadline for September newsletter 

 
Aug 25    Reel Women/Real Women  6 pm 
                Gail Borden Library 
                Enough Said 

 

Aug 26    Evening Book Group  7 pm 
                Hostess: Barbara Maring 
                The Book That Changed My Life 

                Roxanne Coad , Joy Johannessen 
                 
Aug 31    Branch Board Meeting 7 pm 
                Hostess: TBD   

                   Other Events 

June 5    Artistic Events in Glorious Gardens 
              Gail Borden Library  9:30 am 
 
June 27  Reflections 

               Gail Borden Library 1:30 pm 
 
July 25  Reflections 
              Gail Borden Library  1:30 pm 
 
Aug 6    Reflections 

              Gail Borden Library  7 pm 
 
 

Presidents' Message 
Shirley May Byrnes  

 
This is my last message to you as Co-President of the Elgin 

Area AAUW Branch. It has been an honor and pleasure to 

serve you in this office for the past two years. Wilma Booth 

and I thank you all for your support and active participation 

in the branch and in furthering the AAUW mission of 

"advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, 
education, philanthropy, and research." 

 
At the annual meeting on May 20 many of our members were 
recognized with awards. The 2015 Named Grant recipients 
were Rosemary Dyson presented by Becky Olson, Jan Jones 
presented by Mary Navin, and Gareth Sitz presented by Patty 
Harkin. The Spice Award was presented to Rachel Campbell 
by Jan Jones. On May 7, Sandy Kaptain, our nominee for the 
YWCA Leadership Award in the Arts, received that award. At 
the AAUW-IL convention on May 2, Rep. Anna Moeller 
received the prestigious Agent of Change Award. 
 
This year our branch awarded two local scholarships. Both 
Karina Nava and Lisa Lieu were in attendance and were 
introduced by committee members Muriel Fenzel and Rachel 
Campbell. Wilma Booth gave highlights from the 2014-15 
year and recognized the committee chairs. The new officers 
were introduced. I regret that illness kept me from attending 
this wonderful event. Pictures of it have been posted by Nancy 
Alanis on our Facebook page. 
 
The new program vice presidents, Patty Harkin and Gareth 
Sitz, held the first meeting of their committee on May 18, so 
plans are underway for the upcoming year. The joint board 
meeting will be held on July 6 at Karen Patterson's house, to 
officially transition to the new board and committee chairs. 
 
Thank you for electing Wilma and me as your Co-presidents. 
It has been fun, and we leave you in the capable hands of your 
new Co-presidents Jeanne Hebeisen and Beverly Lovett. 
 
  

                    Branch Meeting Minutes 
 
At the annual meeting at the Elgin Country Club on May 20, 
2015, members were greeted by music being played by Wilm 
Booth. After dinner, Co-president Wilma Booth started our 
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business meeting at 7:50 pm. She welcomed us to our 95th 
annual meeting and showed us our certificate from the AAUW 
national office. She expressed get-well wishes to her Co-
President Shirley May Byrnes.  
 
A motion was made by Bonnie Hill to accept the emailed 
minutes from our April 15, 2015, meeting, seconded by 
Rosemary Dyson. Linda Youngren made a motion to approve 
the Treasurer's Report as emailed, seconded by Juanita Brook. 
It will be filed for audit.  
 
Wilma thanked the Social Committee, Julie Ford and Jane 
Watson.  
 
Three Named Grant Awards were given this year: Becky 
Olson presented for Rosemary Dyson, Mary Navin for Jan 
Jones, Patty Harkin for Gareth Sitz.  
 
The State Agent of Change Award was given to Anna 
Moeller. Her nomination was written by Patty Harkin. This 
award is only given to one person a year and the Elgin Branch 
has won twice in the last three years. Margaret Keen was our 
other recipient. At the state convention we also received the 
BEST Branch Award.  
 
Jan Jones presented the AAUW IL Spice Award to Rachel 
Campbell, who she recognized as someone who goes above 
and beyond. Wilma also announced our nominee for the 
YWCA Leader Luncheon, Sandy Kaptain, who won the 
Margaret Hillis Award for the Arts. Other members 
recognized at the YWCA luncheon for their service to the 
community were Miriam Lytle and Margaret Keen.  
 
Our AAUW Betty Medearis Memorial Local Scholarship 
winners were present with guests, Muriel Fenzel introduced 
Karina Nava and Rachel Campbell introduced Lisa Lieu.  
We started giving local scholarships in 1998, 18 years! 
 
Wilma recognized our outgoing 2014-2015 officers and 
introduced our new officers. Co-presidents – Jeanne Hebeisen 
and Beverly Lovett; 1st Vice Presidents (Program) – Patty 
Harkin and Gareth Sitz; 2nd Vice Presidents (Membership) – 
Rosemary Dyson and Fay Kitchin; Recording Secretary – 
Bonnie Hill; Treasurer – Linda Youngren; Membership 
Treasurer – Becky Olson; Corresponding Secretary – Karen 
Patterson. Beverly Lovett present Wilma flowers and thanked 
her for her service to the branch. Julie Ford also thanked 
Wilma for her music and job as co- president.  Wilma won the 
free membership drawing!  
 
We adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bonnie Hill, Secretary pro tem  
 
 

               Membership Matters  
                              From Becky Olson 

 
Changes are a sign of growth! Our membership has grown 
considerably over the past few years. We’ve lost some 

members to non-renewal, relocation from the area, health 
changes, and of course, death. Each member has had a 
significant role in the addition of new members to the Elgin 
Area Branch. New members bring new experiences and 
challenges to current practices. Suggestions for change often 
come from any member. We need to consider the voice of all 
members in decision making. 
 
Last year, members were offered the choice of a PDF or 
hardcopy Yearbook. Marti Jernberg has really worked to 
create a Yearbook we can be proud of. The 2015-2016 
Yearbook will be her last and we are asking her to scout out 
future printers and prices. Costs escalate, and any color adds 
to that expense. Right now, we are considering only a PDF 
version. However, several members have expressed the 
definite preference for a hard copy. Where do we decide??? 
Suggestions??? Some of the questions on a survey might be: 
1) What version of the Yearbook do you prefer? PDF? 
Hardcopy? 
2) What sections of the Yearbook do you use?  
3) Would you prefer a Membership Directory only? 
4) Would you rather events were listed with more detail in the 
AAUW TIMES? 
5) Should more of the Yearbook sections be on the websites 
and deleted from the Yearbook? 
6) Should we consider an increase in local dues and have a 
hard copy for all members? $13 raised to $20?  
 
We are fortunate to be consciously aware of our budget. The 
reports generated provide data to make decisions … 
Consensus of the Board is so important. If you have concerns, 
please contact Membership or a Board member before our 
July Board meeting. 
 
It’s has been a pleasure to serve as Membership VP.  I am 
confident Rosemary Dyson and Fay Kitchin will provide the 
leadership that benefits the empowerment of women. 
 
Fiscal Year 16 begins July 1st.  Forms to National and State 

are DUE July 1, 2015.  

 

DUES ARE DUE NOW … Please send your check by June 

15, 2015, to:  

Becky Olson, Membership Treasurer, 8 Montrose Park 

Place, Elgin, IL 60123. 

 

 

               Member Contact Info 
 
Linda Rock 
116 N. Porter Street 
Elgin, IL 60120 
847/741-4074 
Email: whiterock92@yahoo.com 
 
And to keep in touch: 
Carol Cowles 
6724 Locust St. 

Kansas City, MO  64131 
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           AAUW National Elections 

Here’s the link to the national elections webpage--
lwww.aauw.org/resource/national-election/. One proposal is 
to eliminate the degree requirement for membership. Online 

voting ends June 19. 

 
               Find Your Voter PIN and Member ID 

Check the back cover of your Spring/Summer 2015 Outlook 
magazine for your voter PIN and member ID. Or look for an 
e-mail message from AAUW Membership sent on April 16, 
with the subject line, “Here’s your AAUW ballot. Vote now.” 
  

     

    

    

         Educational Opportunities 
                          Spring Garage Sale 

        From Jan Jones and Katherine Jablonowski 

  

Congratulations to all of us! We raised slightly over $1,500.00 

in proceeds this time. It is a lot of work, but a lot of fun at the 

same time. It gives us a chance to work together and to know 

each other better. Sometimes we meet former students, 

husbands, children and grandchildren of members who stop by 

to donate, visit, shop or help haul away to Goodwill and Gail 

Borden Library when we are done.   
 
A big thank you to those of you who contributed to make this 
sale a success. 

             
             
          Reel Women/Real Women 

From Barbara Evans 

 

June 23:  Big Eyes  (2014)  PG-13 
Starring Amy Adams & Christoph Waltz 

This film is based on the true story of Walter 

Keane, who gained fame and fortune in the 

1950s and '60s for his paintings of waifs 

with big eyes. Keane's art, however, was actually created by 

his wife, Margaret, who was in essence bullied into going 

along with the subterfuge.  Big Eyes centers on Margaret's 

awakening as an artist, the phenomenal success of her 

paintings, her tumultuous relationship with her husband and 

her eventual decision to stand up for herself as a person and an 

artist. 

 

July 28: Into the Woods  (2014)  PG-13 

Starring Meryl Streep, Emily Blunt, Anna Kendrick, Chris 

Pine, James Corden, Johnny Depp 

Adapted from the Stephen Sondheim-James Lapine musical of 

the same name, Into the Woods is a modern twist on Grimm's 

fairy tales of Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, Rapunzel, 

Jack (of  the beanstock) and others.  Re-imagining them as 

complex, self-aware human beings, it explores the 

consequences of the characters' wishes and quests. All is tied 

together by an original story involving a baker and his wife, 

their wish to begin a family, and their interaction with the 

witch (played by Meryl Streep) who has placed a curse on 

them. The Sondheim lyrics do much of the story telling and 

are, as is always true, great. 

 

Aug 25: Enough Said  (2013)  PG-13 

Starring Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Catherine Keener & James 

Gandolfini - Screenplay by Nicole Holofcener 

 

Although his death at age 51 was tragic, Gandolfini's (a.k.a. 

Tony Soprano) final screen presence is a delight. Playing 

Albert, a witty slob who falls for Eva, a masseuse, at a cocktail 

party. Both are divorced and have daughters about to leave for 

college. As their romance blossoms, however, complications 

arise because of Eva's new client Marianne, who, unbeknown 

to her, is Albert's ex-wife. Enough Said, wrote one critic, "is a 

sharp, insightful comedy that humorously explores the mess 

that often comes with getting involved again. 

 

Sept 22: Woman in Gold 

 

This is the film group that our branch co-sponsors with Gail 

Borden Library, which is where the films are shown.  Open to 

the public at no charge, show time is 6 pm; discussion follows.  

Food/drink may be brought into whichever room we're 

assigned for the evening. 

 

           Annual Brunch with EO Fellows 
                              AAUW- IL District 5 

                       From Katherine Jablonowski 

 

On April 11, Jeanne Hebeisen and I attended the Annual 
Brunch at Lamb’s Farm in Libertyville. It is always a very 
enjoyable event. Each of four young scholars gave a 
presentation on her background and course studies. 
             
Fiona Chin is a PhD candidate in Sociology at Northwestern 
University. She received an American Fellowship for her 
study of economically successful Americans. She conducts 
surveys on how the participants achieved their wealth and 
what their attitudes were regarding income inequality. Fiona is 
a member of the Chicago AAUW branch. 
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Maria Perara Parra is in a Master’s program in Public Policy at 
the University of Chicago. She received an International 
Fellowship. She is from Venezuela. She has been involved in 
social and political organizing in her country. She is interested 
in how to effectuate youth voter registration and implement 
policy change by encouraging the youth to get involved in 
local government. She has also visited Israel and China to 
learn about what is happening there along these lines. 
 
Vanessa Dion Fletcher is in a Master of Fine Arts program at 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She also received 
an International Fellowship. She is from Canada and is 
Potawatomi and Lanapi. She mentioned that she has a learning 
disability, although no one would suspect it from her equally 
excellent presentation. She is interested in language, 
communication, culture and politics and bodies in relation to 
the earth. She illustrated her sidew 
 
Our final speaker was Nyembezi Dhliwayo, who is a second 
year medical student at Rosalind Franklin University. She is 
from Zimbabwe. She is interest in global health, particularly 
diabetes and obesity, and African health care. She has also 
traveled to Uganda to assist their health care providers. 
AAUW expended in excess of $3 million funding 245 
fellowships. Thirteen of these are in Illinois. Each honoree 
expressed her profound gratitude for her AAUW funded 
fellowships. 
 
It is gratifying to know that our organization made it possible 
for these bright students to pursue their interests, better their 
lives and ultimately positively affect society. 
 
Mark your calendars for the next Annual Brunch scheduled at 
Lambs Farm on April 9, 2016.     

         

             AAUW-IL Convention 
                          From Jeanne Hebeisen 

 

 
 
Attending an AAUW State Convention is always a 
stimulating, fun time.  One can sit next to a National staff 
member (as I did at the Friday dinner – Mark Hopkins, Chief 
Strategy Officer – very charming), rub elbows with a past 
National president (we have had more than our share), get the 
latest low-down on the mess in the Illinois legislature from 
Jenny Purdue - our State lobbyist, hear fascinating book 

reviews from Nann Hilyard, interact with other AAUW 
members from around the state, and learn about what is going 
on at the State and National level.  
 
You could have attended two of the informative breakout 
sessions.  This year’s (in addition to the legislature update) 
were on sex trafficking, leadership tips (You want me to do 
what???), and a review of the latest AAUW research project – 
Solving the Equation: The Variables for Women’s Success in 
Engineering and Computing. 
 
You could have been present when our own Anna Moeller 
was announced as the Agent of Change (the State’s most 
prestigious award).  Boy, were we proud!  Although Anna 
could not be there to accept the award in person, Patty Harkin 
did a great job of accepting it for her. 
 
Shirley May Byrnes, Patty and I were there this year.  I hope 
more of you will attend in the future.  You will come away 
inspired and full of great information to pass along to our 
branch.  
 
        

                         Named Grants  

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

              

 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

                   

                    Jan Jones (by Mary Navin) 
 
A graduate of Northern Illinois University, originally from 
Rockford, Jan Jones joined the AAUW book group at the 
invitation of Sara Ellen Anderson.  Her interest in early 
childhood education led to her 50-year involvement in 
AAUW.  Jan has served as President twice, has received a 
named grant twice (1992 and 2015), and a Susan B. Anthony 
award in 1985. She chaired the Folk Fair, as well as Art 
Showcase twice, in 1974 and 2006. 
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Jan’s first love is Educational Opportunities. Because of her 
tireless enthusiasm, we have been able to have a garage sale 
twice a year. More recently, she started the garden walk (2016 
will be our seventh one) as well as our afternoon movie group, 
and bridge, and canasta and mahjong lessons. 
We are fortunate to have Jan as a member of our branch. 
   

                       Thank You From Jan 
Friends in AAUW-- A huge thank-you for presenting me with 
a named grant at our annual dinner meeting! AAUW has been 
a very important part of my life as I've learned a lot from our 
wonderful programs and study groups, and met so many 
incredible friends. Thank you all for making me such a lucky 
lady.  Fondly, Jan Jones 

 

 

         Gareth Mann Sitz (by Patty Harkin) 
 
To know Gareth Mann Sitz is to understand that she is as 
passionate about theatre as she is caring for others.  Her life, 
and especially her work for AAUW, has combined these two 
passions to remarkable effect. 
 
Gareth studied at the University of Chicago and prepared for a 
career in education.  Later, in Elgin, Gareth took an MA in 
Theatre Arts and Performance at Northern Illinois University 
and studied here in Elgin and in Mexico.  
 
All the while, though, she never lost her love of the stage. In 
fact, Gareth has always considered artistic work the crux of 
her identity—a love for the theatre has infused her classroom 

teaching and, as a director, producer and writer for the theatre, 
she constantly teaches players and singers to experience 
themselves fully and confidently. 
 
A solid core of care—for children, for the underprivileged, the 
sick, the elderly and the disabled--led her to take training in 
Creative Arts Therapy, especially drama and poetry.   
 
Gareth has taught English, reading, art and drama and French 
and Spanish at various schools: Elgin, Streamwood and St. 
Edward’s high schools; in middle school; and at ECC and 
Aurora University. During this time she worked with Elgin 
Theatre Company, Independent Players, and the Children’s 
Theatre of Elgin. 
 

Her first love is playwriting, and she has had seven plays and 
musicals produced:  Shrink was performed at ECC in 1994, 
and her musical, Through a Child’s Eyes, was produced by 
Elgin Community Theatre in 1976.  
 
For AAUW, Gareth has served as Communications Chair and 
presented several programs. Since 2011, Gareth has been 
facilitating our Memoir group.  
 
Since her second retirement in 2013, Gareth been able more 
fully to embrace an artistic career as a playwright, poet, 
songwriter, actress, director, workshop provider. She is 
President of Independent Players and Artistic Director of 
Femmeprov, an all-female improvisation troupe that she 

founded.  She facilitates a Poetry Writing Group at Gail 
Borden Public Library.   
 
Just recently, Gareth has organized and facilitated a group at 
Deer Path of Huntley, the assisted living community where 
her son David is getting well.  The group’s name is Acting Up, 
and, under Gareth’s care and instruction and theatrical brio, it 
provides drama therapy to help Deer Path residents escape the 
confines of their disabilities through comic improvisation and 
“lots of silliness.” 
 
By her altruism, pedagogical skill and theatrical talent, Gareth 
has made us proud.  It’s appropriate for us to honor her this 
evening with a named grant. 
 

              Thank You from Gareth 

 
I was truly humbled by Patty Harkin’s kind words recognizing 
me as one of this year’s named grant recipients. Thank you for 
honoring me in this special way and to Patty for her heart felt 
presentation of this award. Our Elgin branch of AAUW is a 
very special group of women, and being selected as an 
honoree means a great deal to me. Providing grant money to 
women who wish to further their education is one of AAUW’s 
primary missions, and I appreciate knowing that someone will 
receive a grant in my name.  I cherish my involvement in 
AAUW and look forward to serving our branch with Patty as 
Program VP’s this coming year. 
 

 

                Thank You from Rosemary 
 
Many thanks go out to the Elgin Area Branch AAUW for 
designating me as one of the 2015 Named Grant Recipients. It 
is a privilege to be a member of an organization that reaches 
out and lifts up girls and women in all phases of their 
development. I am ready to roll up my sleeves and work 
toward full equality for girls and women in education and the 
workplace. There is a lot of work to be done. but I think that 
the members of AAUW in Elgin and across the country are up 
to the challenge. 
 

(Rosemary’s write-up will appear in the September newsletter) 
  

                

                  (Continued from Page 1  

          Anna Moeller and Sandy Kaptain) 
 

                    Anna Moeller  

                          By Patty Harkin 
    
In March 2014, Anna was appointed Representative of Illinois 
43rd district after her predecessor’s resignation. In November 
2014 she was elected to that seat in her own right.   
 
As a member of the House Appropriations General Services 
committee, Anna demonstrates her awareness that economic 
problems disproportionately affect women, even while 
“seeking out input from community stakeholders and 
constituents about how we can develop a balanced budget that 
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doesn’t decimate the services on which Illinois taxpayers 
rely.“ This mission is especially important tin her district 
which comprises Elgin and surrounding areas in Chicago’s 
western suburbs.  Elgin is a city of more than 108,000 
residents whose economic and ethnic divisions are deep.  
Many of Anna’s constituents are in need of social services, 
while others oppose them as wasteful.  HB3556 which Anna 
supports, proposes a middle way that gives municipalities 
greater flexibility in utilizing Business Development Districts 
to attract new businesses with the eventual result of increasing 
tax revenues.  Her other initiatives address problems of equity 
and safety in ways that affect women.  HB 145, for example, 
provides small businesses with a tax credit for each employee 
who is moved from part-time to full-time employment status 
and who maintains that status for 12 months.  (Many women 
in our district support families on part-time wages.) Within the 
district, she sponsors many program for women, the most 
recent of which is a self-defense workshop for women at the 
Elgin YWCA.  She and her daughters are regular servers at 
community charity dinners and other events that benefit the 
less fortunate.  
 
From 2011 until 2014, Anna served on the City Council in 
Elgin.  Among her many initiatives as a council member were 
to co-host a listening meeting with small business owners 
(many of whom are women) concerned about rising taxes and 
declining city services, to re-establish Elgin’s Independence 
Day fireworks, to advocate for smarter land use, and to 
improve regional transportation. Prior to that she was 
Executive Director of the McKinley County Board of 
Governments, a non-profit organization that provides 
programs, services and legislative advocacy for 24 
municipalities and other local government agencies in 
McHenry County.  
 
As an AAUW branch member, Anna has generously and 
conscientiously mentored younger (and older!) women 
aspirants to public office both in one-on-one meetings and in 
more formal programs, by for example, her elegantly 
intelligent remarks in our chapter’s Lean In panel, where she 
generously she described her own life decisions as they related 
to her gender.   
 
Through advocacy, education, and the gift of her time and 
energy, Anna Moeller works for her constituents and her 
AAUW branch members eloquently and enthusiastically. We 
recommend her without reservation for the Agent of Change 
Award.  

 
                             Sandy Kaptain 

                            By Patty Harkin  

 
Sandy has helped to showcase artworks in multiple ways; she 
chaired or co-chaired seven Art  Showcase events and has 
been involved in some capacity for 25 years, planning the 
show, hand sorting entrants’ paper applications (before the 
digital age), recruiting volunteers, arranging for judges, 
arriving at dawn to check the artists in, and lending her gentle 
wisdom to the steer the events to successful completion. 
 

While the Art Showcase recognized experienced artists, Sandy 
thought that beginners and amateurs also deserved a time and 
place to practice their vocations. In 1996, she was instrumental 
in forming Art for All, an organization whose mission 
includes educating the public about the visual arts and 
providing critiques of artists’ works. It offers artists (at every 
level of competence) support for their endeavors and locations 
to display their work for sale, not only during a two day art 
fair, but year round.   Sandy chaired Art for All for 16 years 
and still shows some her own photography in Art for All 
exhibits.  Karen Castillo, current chair, says “Without Sandy 
Kaptain,… Art for All would not be thriving today.  
Throughout 16 years of service with the organization, she 
worked tirelessly to find ways to promote the visual arts in 
Elgin,  including rotating exhibits by the Art for All artists in 
four public places and an annual show at Gail Borden 
Library.  
 
When AAUW Art Showcase closed up shop in 2008, Sandy 
became the driving force for a new art show in downtown 
Elgin: Art and Soul on the Fox.  It is here that her work has 
had the greatest impact on Elgin’s growing reputation as a 
center for the arts. Former Elgin City councilman (now 
Mayor) David Kaptain and former Mayor Ed Shock believed 
the city needed to continue to present a juried art show in the 
downtown area as part of their efforts to launch Artspace lofts, 
then in planning stages. At their urging, Sandy chaired Art and 
Soul on the Fox until 2013 and still participates in planning 
and presenting the show.  The Art and Soul on the Fox 
weekend, attracts hundreds of visitors. 
 
Sandra’s own nature photography has been exhibited in 
several local venues.   Her images complement her 
commitment to preserve the natural environment in the face of 
global climate change.  They show us, graphically and 
beautifully, what we have to lose.  
 
Sandy’s greatest innovation, in our view, is her blending of the 
art of photography, the science of climate change, the 
formidable rhetorical power of a woman who is passionately 
devoted to her causes, and her poised and thoughtful 
administrative skills.  She fosters art and artists by organizing 
art shows; she makes art in her photography; her photos 
inspire their audiences to share her commitment to the 
environment and to join her in taking action to save it. Her 
many erudite letters to the editor of local newspapers educate 
her readers about the dangers of global climate change and the 
steps we have to take to preserve our environment.  The Elgin 
Area Branch of the American Association of University 
Women can think of no more deserving recipient of the 
Margaret Hillis Award than Sandra Kaptain. 
 

       

         Local Scholarship Recipients 
 

                                 Lisa Lieu 
                        By Rachel Campbell 

 

Lisa Lieu graduated from Larkin High School and has 
attended Loyola University for the last two years, where she 
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qualified for the nursing program. In the summer of 2014 she 
worked as a Certified Nursing Assistant in a nursing home, 
where she helped residents in a variety of ways. Lisa is 
convinced that this work provided her with experiences that 
will be useful when she becomes a nurse. 
 
At Loyola, Lisa works in a mentoring program (Students 
Together are Reaching Success). In this program a few 
upperclassmen work with students of color and first 
generation college students who are dedicated to making the 
most of their college experience. Lisa wrote on her 
application, “As a student of color and first generation student, 
I am beyond proud to have earned this job.” She will be a 
wonderful nurse. 
 
                         Thank you from Lisa Lieu 

                       (Lisa and her mother in picture) 
 

Dear Members of 
AAUW, 
 
I would like to formally 
thank you for choosing 
me as one of your 
recipients for this year's 
scholarship. As a college 
student, I have truly 
learned the meaning of 
the phrase, "every dollar 
counts." From budgeting 
the money I have saved 
for school supplies to 
personal expenses, I have 
gained a deeper 
appreciation of money 

through my time at college. Therefore, while $1,000 may not 
mean much for some, I sincerely do value and appreciate the 
scholarship I have received from AAUW. I can think of 
countless ways this scholarship will help me, such as by 
funding my textbooks throughout the year or buying medical 
supplies for my clinical rotations.   
 
Moreover, I feel very honored that I was chosen as a recipient. 
As a first-generation student and woman of color, I have 
surely faced some struggles. However, the fact that I have 
people who see potential in me and support me, pushes me to 
be and do more. I know that I stand in the position I am today 
from all of the love and support I have, including AAUW. I 
can never thank the all of these wonderful people in my life 
enough for believing in me. 
 
I am very grateful for the amazing women in this group, and I 
look up to the wonderful work AAUW has done. As I 
continue to chase my dreams, I want to follow in very similar 
footsteps as AAUW to promote social justice. I will continue 
to work hard, and I hope to make the organization proud. 
Because of c I would like to formally thank you for choosing 
me as one of your recipients for this year's scholarship. As a 
college student, I have truly learned the meaning of the phrase, 
"every dollar counts." From budgeting the money I have saved 
for school supplies to personal expenses, I have gained a 

deeper appreciation of money through my time at college. 
Therefore, while $1,000 may not mean much for some, I 
sincerely do value and appreciate the scholarship I have 
received from AAUW. I can think of countless ways this 
scholarship will help me, such as by funding my textbooks 
throughout the year or buying medical supplies for my clinical 
rotations.   
 
Moreover, I feel very honored that I was chosen as a recipient. 
As a first-generation student and woman of color, I have 
surely faced some struggles. However, the fact that I have 
people who see potential in me and support me, pushes me to 
be and do more. I know that I stand in the position I am today 
from all of the love and support I have, including AAUW. I 
can never thank the all of these wonderful people in my life 
enough for believing in me. 
 
I am very grateful for the amazing women in this group, and I 
look up to the wonderful work AAUW has done. As I 
continue to chase my dreams, I want to follow in very similar 
footsteps as AAUW to promote social justice. I will continue 
to work hard, and I hope to make the organization proud. 
Because of compassionate people like the women of AAUW, I 
get to chase my dream of making my own impact in this 
world. Thank you once again for this scholarship!  

 
                                   Karina Nava 
                                By Muriel Fenzel 

 

Karina Nava was accepted into the gifted program in Middle 
School, but when she arrived in high school, with what she felt 
was a burning brand of “undocumented” on her forehead, she 
quickly realized that she had absolutely no chance of attending 
college. None of her four brothers had attended college, so 
there was no future there for her either.  
 
Karina worked four years after high school, sometimes with 
two jobs to help with her family’s rent and bills. She worked 
in her father’s restaurant in a low-income part of Elgin. She 
witnessed extreme violence, robbery, drug use in broad 
daylight as well as many customers with obvious mental 
disorders. She looked at these people as needing professional 
help – not making fun of them or calling them “crazy “as her 
co-workers did. She was deeply affected by this experience. It 
laid the foundation for her need to help those struggling with 
conditions outside their control.  
 
Karina enrolled at ECC, taking a full load of courses and 
working full time. She was placed in advanced math and 
science courses her first semester. After that first semester, she 
received several scholarships due to her outstanding grades. 
These scholarships allowed her to then work part time. She 
became involved in Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society holding 
the leadership roles as Chairman and as Executive Service 
Officer. She led numerous successful fund drives while 
volunteering with this Honor Society. She is proudest of 
establishing the Spartan Food Pantry, a student-led pantry on 
ECC campus, understanding first-hand the struggles of other 
low-income students.  
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Karina wants to become an advocate for higher education of 
female minorities. She hopes to inspire other young women 
into discovering their own passions by breaking the chains that 
hold them back and to believe that everything is possible. Next 
fall she plans to major in Molecular Biology with a minor in 
philosophy, followed by medical school and a possible 
psychiatry specialty.  
 
An undocumented, Hispanic, low-income, female doctor from 
Elgin is not an impossible dream. It only sounded impossible 
until Karina conquered her fear of taking risks. 
                      

 

                          Thank you from Karina Nava 

                       (Karina and guest Steve in picture)  
 

After graduating high 
school, college was not 
an option for me. As an 
undocumented student 
who did not qualify for 
financial aid and coming 
from a family that could 
not afford college tuition, 
college was an 
impossibility. I worked 
for four years, following 
my older brothers' 
footsteps, as working 
was the only choice. 
However, after noticing 
how much change 

needed to be done in my community and how much help 
people needed, specifically medical help, something inside me 
that I had never known before drove me to achieve something 
different in my life, something that would give me the tools to 
help.  
 
I am now on my way to the University of Illinois at Chicago to 
finish my Bachelor's degree in Biology, and in just two years I 
will begin medical school. My plan is to help those suffering 
from conditions outside their control, such as mental illnesses. 
It has not been easy due to my status in this country, but I have 
been very blessed to have been given scholarships, such as the 
Betty Medearis Memorial Scholarship. Without this financial 
help my educational journey would have been impossible. I 
would have never been able to afford my tuition without this 
help, and it truly means the world to someone like me. I will 
continue to work hard to complete the ultimate goal and pay it 
forward. 

    

              Farewell Elgin Branch  
                    From Carol Cowles 
 

Reflections on being a member of AAUW Elgin Branch flow 
easily for me.  It was a wonderful experience. I first affiliated 
with AAUW in 1998 and transferred my membership to Elgin 
in 2006. My first impression of our Branch was that most 
members seemed to have known each other forever. I begged 
for last names to be used so that “us newcomers” could know 

who was speaking! It wasn’t exactly that the Branch was not 
hospitable…it was my impression that everything was already 
set in stone…well, that was an erroneous impression! As I 
became more comfortable, I was pleased to have my areas of 
expertise consulted and thrilled to find other AAUWs 
interested in connecting more closely with younger women 
whose lives and experiences differed from most of our 
members. Specifically, I believe the support for the National 
Conference for College Women Student Leaders  (NCCWSL) 
has brought us opportunities to get to know strong future 
leaders in our community and these women have benefitted 
from our support and mentoring.  
I learned that I have to look more closely at the diversity of 
thought and experience that exists within the Branch…such 
talent!  AND our growth was been phenomenal. I enjoyed 
getting to know women I would not have met during my 
working years, and boldly asked Margaret Keen if she had 
room for a new friend because I wanted to know her better 
(she did)!  I thought I HATED Garage Sales until I saw what 
fun I could have chatting with the workers and the buyers!  
And now I live in Kansas City MISSOURI and last night 
attended my first AAUW Kansas City Missouri Branch 
meeting. It was great fun to imagine the women I met as 
“doppelgangers” of women in the Elgin Branch! Interestingly, 
next year’s President, Marian McClelland is a transplant from 
the St. Charles Geneva Batavia Branch, an engineer who was 
involved in our early STEM collaborations! Thanks to my 
very positive experience in Elgin, I am looking forward to 
finding the right fit for my future contributions in KCMO. Of 
course, I will miss you. I learned to be a better listener, 
suspend my premature judgments, and work on projects and 
programs with which I was unfamiliar. I appreciate the time I 
spent with you and will look forward to visiting when I am 
occasionally back in Elgin.  
 
 

          Artistic Effects in Gardens 
               From Mary Navin 

 
Former AAUW presenter Laura Mueller, Adjunct Lecturer for 
the Chicago Art Institute, will present “Artistic Effects in 
Glorious Gardens,” a program on artwork as it relates to 
gardens at Gail Borden Public Library, co-sponsored by the 
Elgin Garden Club.  
 
Date for the program is Friday, June 5 at 9:30 am.  There is no 
charge for the program but registration is requested.  Call 847-
429-4597 or register online at gailborden info.register.  
Explore Monet's gardens at Giverny, along with depictions of 
gardens and landscapes by  Klimt, Van Gogh, Watteau, 
Constable and more.  Trained as a painter, Laura is one of the 
teachers of the Art Institute's members' sketch class.  The Art 
Institute has twice sent her to Belgium as the study leader for 
group tours there.  She has also led museum trips to Italy, 
northern France and the prehistoric caves of southern France, 
  
Refreshments will be served at the library. 
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                                       Notice 
The flyer with the schedule of events for Reflections is also 
attached. 
 

                         Website 
              
Website items go to Marcia Cameron mec515@sbcglobal.net.  
They may be sent at any time. 
 

 

    

Message from Newsletter Editors  

 

Newsletter deadline for the September issue is August 20. 
Please submit all items as a Word document to all three 
editors.      
 

     
      Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com 

      Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net 
      Beverly Lovett - lovett1988@comcast.net 
     

 

                                                    
 

 

                                                        
                                                          

         



 

 
 
 
 

11

 
 
 
            
 

 
 
        
       
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 

12

 

 
In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             310 Copper Springs Lane 
Elgin, IL  60124      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
         
 


