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Branch Meeting

Calendar

Thursday, March 12, 7:00 PM

March

Evangelical Covenant Church
1565 Larkin Avenue, Elgin
Please join us as Jeff Scanlan Presents
“The Magical Art of Problem Solving”

Mar 6

Deadline for History Brunch Reservations
Call 847-742-7930

Mar 9

Great Books 7:00 pm
Gail Borden Library
Major Barbara, George Bernard Shaw

Mar 12 Morning Book Group 9:30 am
Panera Bread, South Barrington
Author Study: The Works of Alice Munro
Mar 12 Branch Meeting 7:00 pm
Evangelical Covenant Church
Mar 14 Women’s History Month Brunch 10:00 am
ECC Business Center
Mar 20 Newsletter Deadline
For April Submissions

The quality of our lives can be dramatically influenced
by how we deal with and solve everyday problems. Both
personally and professionally we all have problems.
We’ve had them in the past, we have them now and
we’ll have them in the future. Since problems will
always be a fixture in our lives, doesn’t it make sense to
learn how to be better at solving them?

Mar 24 Reel Women/Real Women 6:00 pm
Gail Borden Library
Belle
Mar 25 Evening Book Group 7 pm
Hostess: Rachel Campbell
One Summer: America, 1927, Bill Bryson

Jeff Scanlan is a speaker, professional magician and
master artist of Impossible Bottles. Impossible Bottles
are a very rare and secretive art form that only about a
dozen people in the world have mastered
(www.BottleMagic.com). Jeff is considered to be one of
the very best.

March Morning Crafters meeting scheduled has been
cancelled. The next meeting will be for planning in
April.
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Olson reported we have 122 members and national has
about 1000 branches. They will now allow her to make
the changes to the member database since national
needs the help. Under the Presidents' report highlights
included several announcements. AAUW Naperville
branch will also have a program on Human Trafficking
next Tuesday, February 10. This Saturday is District 5
Networking Luncheon in Deerfield. Barb Evans
encouraged members to attend the Women's History
Luncheon on March 14, please help distribute fliers,
deadline for sign-up is March 6. Wilma Booth asked for
any names of members who might qualify for Judson's
D. Ray Wilson Award. The Movie group just reviewed
the movie, Imitation Games which had a strong female
role model, and next month they selected Still Alice.
Becky Olson introduced one guest, Melissa Rende who
was a guest of Joan Hayashida. Becky also mentioned
the Good Tastes group will be going to Prime
Burgerhouse. Wilma Booth had the privilege to present
the Susan B Anthony Award to our well deserving
member, Muriel Fenzel. Congratulations!! Nominating
Committee, Jane Lawson reported their 4th meeting
will be held this coming Monday at Alexander's
Restaurant and encouraged anyone receiving a call to
please say Yes. The social committee, Jane and Julie,
were thanked for their delicious efforts. Medina Gross
said our branch was still looking for volunteers to help
with the STEM Workshop on Feb. 28. She also
encouraged members to attend the 2 upcoming plays
by the Independent Players. Meeting was adjourned at
8:40.

Presidents' Message
Shirley May Byrnes, Co-President
Congratulations Muriel Fenzel, the 2015 Susan B.
Anthony Award winner! As Co-President Wilma Booth
presented her many community activities, I was awed
by her many accomplishments and honored that she
chose the AAUW Elgin Area Branch as one of the
organizations to which she donates her time and
abilities. Thank you Muriel, a very deserving recipient of
this award.
Several branch leadership positions are available for
2015-2016. The nominating committee has met several
times and made many calls to fill these positions. The
current board has revised the branch handbook and
created a new strategic plan so it does not appear that
the new board will have major issues to tackle. You are
encouraged to seriously consider taking a position when
you are asked or to volunteer for the positions which
are still open. Elections will not be held at the March
meeting as usual since the slate of nominees will not
appear in this newsletter.
The February branch program on Human Trafficking: A
Local Perspective was presented by Eric Nelson,
Executive Director of Elgin's Administer Justice and
ATLAST (Attorneys Targeting Labor and Sex Trafficking).
It was informative and horrifying to learn how prevalent
the problem is in Chicago and the suburbs. Mr. Nelson
also talked about the attempts being made by various
groups to house and provide therapy to the victims.

Respectfully submitted

I hope you have made your reservation for the annual
Women's History Brunch on Saturday, March 14 at ECC.
Our branch is one of the proud sponsors.

Bonnie Hill, secretary pro tem
********

Minutes AAUW Elgin Branch

A Note from Wilma Booth

February 5, 2015
The program, Human Trafficking: A Local Perspective
started at 7:00 and was presented by Eric Larson from
Administer Justice. Co-President, Shirley May Byrnes
started our Business Meeting at 8:15. The minutes from
our Jan 20, 2015 meeting were approved as printed
with one correction from Becky Olson; Ramona Burns is
a prospective member. The Treasurer's Report was
approved as emailed and will be filed. Jeanne Hebeisen
talked about our program for next month it will be on
March 12; Jeff Scanlon will be speaking on the topic,
Thinking Outside the Box. Membership Chair, Becky

AAUW Friends:
Thank you for the privilege of serving as co-president of
the Elgin AAUW branch for two years. I have been
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extremely appreciative of Shirley May Byrnes'
leadership and the opportunity to assist her.

REEL WOMEN for
REAL WOMEN

We are fortunate to have an amazing team of women
who devote innumerable hours in areas that impact
women and girls in our community and nation. It has
been a joy to interact with our dedicated group of
leaders who execute their responsibilities remarkably
well.

Tues., March 24: Belle (2014) Rated PG
The historical Dido Elizabeth Belle was the illegitimate
daughter of a Royal Navy captain and an African slave.
Given to her great uncle to raise, we know about her
because of a painting from 1779 which shows her as an
equal beside her white cousin, who was also living with
the great uncle.

As a 45-year member of this organization, I am
encouraged by the efforts to continue our mission of
equity for women and girls. May you find peace and joy
on your journey.
Cordially,

It was this painting which inspired the screenwriter to
"concoct a highly engaging romantic drama whose plot
revolved around the courtship and marriage intrigues
typical of a Jane Austin adaptation while also probing
issues of class, race and gender," wrote critic Jason
Best.

Wilma Booth

AAUW-IL District 5
Educational Opportunities Fund
Annual Brunch with Fellows
11:00 am, Saturday, April 11, 2015
at Lambs Farm
Rte. 176 & I-294/Illinois Tollway
Libertyville, IL 60048

Much of the film focuses on the two cousins: Dido
played by Gugu Mabtha-Raw, who received the British
Independent Film Award for Best Actress; Elizabeth,
played by Emily Watso. Equally interesting, however, is
Dido's great uncle—played by Tom Wilkinsonwho was
England's Lord Chief Justice and had to rule on a lawsuit
that could possibly end the slave trade.

Honorees:
• Fiona Chin, Ph.D., Sociology, Northwestern University
• Vanessa Dion Fletcher, M.F.A., School of the Art
Institute of Chicago

As Jason Best also wrote, this film is not "a frock flick"
but rather has "something actually going on beneath
the bonnet."

MENU: Cup of Soup, Choice of Salad (Chicken
Caesar/Chicken Cobb),
Rolls & Butter, Dessert, Coffee/Tea/Soda
COST: $20...includes tax & tip
DEADLINE: Reservations must be received by April 1
Make your reservation by sending this form with a
check for $20 - payable to
Deerfield Area AAUW - to Kay Madden, 425 Village
Green, #304, Lincolnshire, IL 60069, to arrive no later
than Wednesday, April 1.
Include your choice of salad on the memo line of your
check.
Questions: Contact Kay at 847-955-1708 or
kaymadden@outlook.com
Bring a guest!
Hope to see you at this outstanding annual event.

Note: This is the film group that our branch co-sponsors
with Gail Borden Library, which is where the films are
shown. Open to the public at no charge, show time is 6
pm; discussion follows. Food/drink may be brought into
whichever room we're assigned for the evening.
Tues., April 28: Wild (2014)

International Women’s Issues
Juanita Brook
While checking various sites for contemporary news
about women’s issues around the world, I came across
the United Nations Security Council resolutions on
Women, Peace and Security. I think they are worth
summarizing here so that we can understand that there
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are several resolutions on the Security Council books
that are intended to involve more women in the peace
process of negotiating and implementing peace
agreements.

Dues run July 1 – June 30 each year. We will begin
collecting dues at our May meeting. National dues are
$49; State dues are $10; and local branch dues are $13
= a total of $72 for most members. Our MBL members
will only pay $23 to cover state and local dues as the
national dues are free. We will again offer a free
national membership for dues that are received at the
May meeting or before. Names will be drawn to
determine recipient of the free national membership.
We continue to invite potential and past members to
our events. If you have a friend that might be interested
in our activities, please send name, email, and phone to
me for follow-up. Members of the committee are calling
MAL [members at large] who live in our area to
encourage their attendance.
One of the responsibilities of membership is to facilitate
the transfer of membership to our members who move
from our area and wish to participate in AAUW
activities where they now live. Mabel Rice has provided
updates and we are happy to share her experiences.
Sandra Schmulbach continues making progress on the
development of our E-data Branch Membership
Records. She has given considerable time and effort
with the project. We expect the final outcome to be in
about two years SO be patient. We will ask for help
when your participation is required.
Progress of exploring the formation of a student affiliate
group at ECC is pending.
Travelogues from members and bios & pics of new
members appear in our newsletter as they are received.
We hope this keeps members aware of our many varied
interests and activities as individuals.
Each member has a unique ID for AAUW … You have
access to our mission and can give feedback. You can
sign up for newsletters, two-minute activist, update
your profile information, learn about all the
membership categories, etc. Your participation in our
mission is vital to the empowerment of women.

The first agreement, drafted in October 2000,
Resolution 1325, “ urged Member States to increase
women’s representation at all decision making levels for
the prevention, management, and resolution of
conflict.” These resolutions were developed more fully
in Resolutions 1820 (2008) and 1888 (2009). The
Council called on all involved in the peace process to
take special measures to protect women and girls from
gender-based violence and other violence that takes
place in armed conflict.
In June, 2012, Zainab Hawa Bangura of Sierra Leone
replaced Margot Wallstrom, the first women to serve in
this position which was created in February of 2010.
On 18 October 2013, The UN Security Council called for
“renewed determination to put women’s leadership at
the center of efforts to resolve conflict and promote
peace.”
The Council voted unanimously to adopt Resolution
2122, providing stronger measures to help women
participate in conflict resolution and recovery. Included
in this resolution are the “development and
deployment of technical expertise for peacekeeping
missions and UN mediation teams supporting peace
talks, improved access to timely information and
analysis on the impact of conflict on women and
women’s participation in conflict resolution.” It also
included commitments to consult with women and
include them directly in peace talks.
How this is actually being played out in areas like Syria
and Afghanistan, Sudan and the Middle East is unclear,
but the Resolutions are at least a step in the right
direction.

Membership Matters
Becky Olson
Good news from National! Branch membership
updates can now be added in their data base. This
change will allow for records to be current and reflected
on the data base more quickly than in the past. It is a
welcome aid to membership issues.
Branch roster has been updated and our BDR form for
FY16 will come before our May annual meeting.
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2015 Susan B. Anthony Award
Muriel and her husband have been parishioners at St.
Catherine Sienna Church in Dundee for 45 years. She
has assisted with neighborhood ministries. Currently
she serves as Eucharistic Minister, and is involved in
Bible studies of the parish.

from Wilma Booth

We in AAUW have been captivated by her warm and
gracious spirit for the past ten years as she has served
as Social Co-Chair for two years; Program Co-Chair for
three years; and served on the Garden Walk Committee
for our past three garden walks. She also participates in
the Evening Book Group.
One of the unique ways that Muriel shares with the
community is by displaying her collection of 179 nativity
sets from the 78 countries she has visited over the past
45 years. Her husband worked for the Chrysler
Corporation for many years, and during their travels she
has obtained a gorgeous collection of nativity sets. She
has prepared beautiful books with photos of the sets
and the names of the country where they were
purchased.

We are pleased to present the Susan B. Anthony award
to Muriel Fenzel who has made extraordinary
contributions to our Elgin branch of AAUW and to the
community.
Muriel was born in the state of Washington and
attended Washington State University. She became a
medical technologist and did an internship for a year at
a hospital in San Francisco. She continued working in
the area for three more years.

What does a busy woman like Muriel do for fun? She
has loved gardening all of her life, and she loves to do
needlework in a sewing club. You may be surprised to
learn that she describes herself as a closet dancer. She
has taken tap dancing lessons for 20 years and has a
trophy for "lasting".

After her marriage, Muriel moved to the Midwest, and
she and her husband are the proud parents of four
children--three boys and one girl. They have ten
grandchildren, five boys and five girls. One of their sons
lives in Chicago and the others all live on the East Coast.

In appreciation for her stellar record of commitment
and service to the community and the Elgin Branch of
American Association of University Women, we gladly
present the Susan B. Anthony award for 2015 to Muriel
Fenzel.

Muriel worked for CASA of Kane County for 15 years as
an advocate, and she served on their Advisory Board for
two years. CASA is the agency that establishes Court
Appointed Advocates for Children.

Bio of Shirley May Byrnes
Shirley May Byrnes was born and raised in Quincy, IL. As
an 8th grader, she volunteered in her school library
which led to her desire to be a librarian. She attended
Hannibal-LaGrange College, Hannibal, MO majoring in
secretarial science for her mother who had not been
able to complete due to the Great Depression. Shirley
May helped open the Great River Library System in
Quincy in 1967 where she worked for 18 months to
earn money to return to college. While there, she took
library and theater classes at Quincy College. In the fall
of 1968 she entered Culver-Stockon College, Canton,
MO, and completed a degree in business administration

She has served as a trustee for the Elgin Symphony
Orchestra for 15 years. She was active in the formation
of the Brody Society which was responsible for planning
events and travel for subscribers to encourage
continued subscriptions and establish loyalty to the
Elgin Symphony Orchestra.
She has been a member of the Elgin Garden Club for 20
years and is a past president. She is a member of the
Every Wednesday Literary Club of Elgin and has served
as president of that organization. Also, she is a past
president of the Friends of the Library of Dundee.
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in three semesters. In January 1970 she began library
school at the University of IL, Champaign-Urbana.
Graduating with an MLS in June 1971, she worked as
the Young Adult & Children's Consultant at the Rolling
Prairie Library System in Decatur. She became the Adult
Services, later the Public Library, Consultant for South
Central Library System, Madison, WI in February 1977
and remained there until accepting the job as Executive
Director of the DuPage Library System in November
2000. Shirley May retired at the end of 2008.

least one is currently on the state board. They were all
very friendly, mostly retired but very active and busy
making plans for their responsibilities at the State
Convention here in early May. I figured out what I
could do and volunteered for a couple of things. We
were told that the Association President is coming for
the State convention. I’ll miss the next meeting on Mar.
14th---which will feature a domestic violence education
program. Thank you so much for helping me get
‘connected’ here. I’ll enjoy getting to know these
women as the year progresses….”

Shirley May joined AAUW in 2001. She served as
treasurer for 4 years and has been co-president since
June 2013. She loves to play bridge and go to movies
and participates in each of the AAUW bridge and movie
groups. Since retiring, she has returned to the stage.
She first performed at age 9 in Quincy and it has been
her avocation since then. She performed with Quincy
Community Theater, at each of her colleges, with
Theatre 7 in Decatur, and Strollers and Madison Theatre
Guild in Madison. Now she performs with Elgin Theatre
Company, Independent Players, and Femmeprov which
participated in Elgin's Fringe Festival in 2014.

Getting to Know Our Advertisers
KJH Insurance
Karin Jones has been working at the KJH Insurance with
her dad, Bill, for 18 years. The Kirkpatrick, Jones and
Herzog Insurance Agency has been serving Elgin since
1897. KJH is an independent agency representing many
companies and, therefore, works for you, not the
insurance company. Karin can offer you both personal
and business coverage. She is committed to a high
standard of excellence in all that she does and hopes to
establish a firm relationship of mutual trust and service
to each of her clients. She'd be able to provide you with
a no cost, no obligation review and comparison of your
insurance needs.

Shirley May also loves to travel and has been in all 50
states as well as Greece & Turkey, 7 other European
countries, Canada and Mexico. Her travels have been
limited the past few years, but she hopes to travel more
places. In May 1974 Shirley May married David
McConnell and had two children, Trevor (1980) who
lives in Colorado Springs and is getting married 10/1/15,
and Briana (1985) who lives in Madison. Shirley May
divorced in October 1990 and reverted to her maiden
name. Since retirement, she volunteered at ReRuns, a
resale shop of the Community Crisis Center until it
closed in July 2013. She worked at the Gail Borden
greeter desk and is active in First Congregational Church
in Elgin where she now volunteers in the office.

Gasser Signs and Lettering
In my shop, I try to 'respect tradition' and hand-letter
and paint signs where it is appropriate, sometimes using
both vinyl lettering and painted lettering on the same
sign. In this era of 'instant' everything, quality,
uniqueness, and the human touch is disappearing from
many creative, artistic endeavors, replaced by the dull,
bland 'sameness ' of computer 'font's, etc.
This is why, at least in some areas, hand-lettered signs
have been making a comeback! There is a very
dedicated, enthusiastic group of sign professionals
called 'Letterheads' whose mission is to keep the craft
alive! I could go on, but I won't...You can check out
samples by clicking 'photos' on my Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/gassersignsandlettering

Email from Mabel Rice
“Good Morning. Wanted to drop a quick note to tell
you I went to the Worthington Branch meeting on [Feb
11th] Wednesday evening---held in a conference room
at Worthington’s municipal building, right down the hall
from the city manager’s office! The Treasurer, Jane
Wilson, arranged to pick me up so I didn’t have to find
this location on my own this time. The speaker was a
financial planner who discussed women & economics.
There were 10 other women there, and they said
another 3 usually attend but were absent that night.
Two of those present are former State Presidents and at

I do calligraphy too!
Mark Gasser
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Message from Newsletter Editors
Newsletter deadline for the April issue is March 20. Please
submit all items as a Word document to all three editors.
Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com
Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net
Beverly Lovett - lovett1988@comcast.net

Website
Website items go to Marcia Cameron mec515@sbcglobal.net.
They may be sent at any time.
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse
membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation
in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age,
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution.

About the Elgin Area Branch and
AAUW Times

AAUW’s Mission Statement
AAUW advances equity for women and girls through
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.

The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40
charter members.

AAUW’s Value Promise

AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the
Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of
Women.

By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks
through educational and economic barriers so that all
women have a fair chance.

AAUW’s Educational Foundation
AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and
self-development for women and to foster equity and
positive social change.

AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex
discrimination and promote gender equity through support
of litigation and educational programs.

Elgin Area Branch AAUW
c/o Karen Patterson
310 Copper Springs Lane
Elgin, IL 60124
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