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Chicago area for more than ten years. She holds a
PhD from Northwestern University specializing in
American studies and US history, as well as
master’s degrees in theater and in museum studies.
Leslie is the author of two books. Her nationallyrecognized programs have been presented for
Illinois Humanities Council sites, Chicago’s Navy
Pier, WBEZ-Chicago and scores of other groups.

General Meeting
Tuesday October 8, 7 PM
Gail Borden Public Library, Elgin
Register at gailborden.info; click events
Estee Lauder – A
Success Story”
Saleswoman.
Cosmetics Queen.
Millionaire.
Introducing Estee
Lauder:
The woman born
Josephine Esther
Menzer launched a
beauty business
selling skin creams
developed by her
chemist uncle. She
targeted salons and
high-end stores,
eventually breaking
into Saks Fifth Avenue. Her Youth-Dew Beauty Oil
launched Estee Lauder, Inc., and her marketing
innovations helped her company become a billiondollar-a-year business. This first-person program,
set in 1972 and presented by historian and actress
Leslie Goddard, introduces the woman with
extraordinary sales ability and inventive marketing
who turned her love for beauty into a cosmetics
empire.

Enrichment Suggestion:
“Estee: A Success Story” by Estee Lauder (1986)
The public is invited to this meeting; there will be
no business meeting.

Calendar
Sept. 2 Theatre Group
Potluck at Jeanne Hebeisen’s 6 PM
Elgin Art Showcase 8 PM
Other Desert Cities
Oct 2

Movie Discussion Group 5 PM
NOTE TIME CHANGE
Colonial Cafe
Woody Allen’s Blue Jasmine

Oct 2

Dedication of Sally Lee Memorial
Gail Borden Library 4 PM

Oct 8

General Meeting

Oct 9

Good Tastes Dining Group 5:30 PM
Seasons 52, 1770 E. Higgins,Rd
Schaumburg 847/517-5252

Oct 9-12 Fall Garage Sale
Nancy Gardner, Hostess

Leslie Goddard has been presenting history lectures
and performing first-person programs in the
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Oct 10

Morning Book Group 10 AM
The Story of a Beautiful Girl
Rachel Simon
Ann Weiss, Hostess

Oct 14

Great Books 7 PM
Gail Borden Library
The Hound of the Baskerville
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Oct 20

Newsletter Deadline

Oct 21

Evening Crafters
Pinwhel Wreath
Lee Engman, Hostess

Oct 21

The Book Club
Phantom of the Opera
Gaston LeRoux
Rachel Bloomberg, John Martin, co-chairs

Oct 22

Reel Women/Real Women 6 PM
Gail Borden Library
Sarah Polley’s Stories We Tell

Oct 23

Evening Book Group 7 PM
Sharon Suttnn, Hostess
One Hundred Names for Love
Diane Ackerman

Oct 26

AAUW-Il Fall Confernece 9 AM
Oakton Communtiy College
Des Plaines

Estrada report on her NCCWSL experience.
We are grateful to Marti Jernberg for completing
the monumental task of producing our yearbook.
Members will want to use the yearbook as a
resource for branch information. Many of our
Committees were very busy during the summer
preparing for our activities and interest groups. Call
Becky Olson if you have not received your book.
Looking to the future—we are anticipating several
of our members attending the Districts 4 and 5
AAUW-IL Fall Conference, October 26 at Oakton
Community College, Des Plaines. Sessions will
convene from 9: AM -12:15 PM. Registration is
due by October 10; cost is $20 per person. Rachel
Campbell is in charge of carpooling. Information
has been emailed to the membership. Also, the 31st
annual District 5 Networking Luncheon
will be January 18 in Deerfield. The speaker will be
Laura Caldwell, Director of Loyola University’s
Life After Innocence Project.
Mark your calendar for our October 8 meeting at
Gail Borden Public Library. Bring a guest to see
the Estee Lauder portrayal by Leslie Goddard. Our
Membership Committee has offered a challenge for
each of us to enlist a new member this year. We
can do it!!!
Finally, we want to remind you that our Fall Garage
Sale will be October 9-12 at Nancy Gardner's home,
969 South Street, Elgin. Jan Jones and Katherine
Jablonowski share information on page 3,

Presidents’ Message
From Wilma Booth, Co-President
Our inaugural meeting for 2013-14 was an amazing
combination of fun, food, fellowship, and factfinding. Members and guests met September 18 at
St. Hugh Episcopal Church and began the evening
with a delicious potluck dinner provided by the
board. We especially appreciate Judy Mavros,
Social Chair, and those who assisted her in making
the arrangements.

Branch Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2013
Co-President Shirley May Byrnes welcomed the
program leaders, Patty Harkin and Gareth Sitz, as
Elgin Area Branch, AAUW, convened at St.
Hugh’s Episcopal Church on the evening of
Wednesday, September 18, 2013, following a
delicious potluck supper coordinated by Judy
Mavros, her committee, and the Board. Patty
introduced the program entitled “The Way We
Were,” which was derived from the work of
AAUW’s memoir writing groups.
After the program, Co -President Wilma Booth
called the meeting to order at 6:50 PM. Erika
Estrada shared her experiences and extended her

A unique program initiated by the Memoir Writing
Group led by Gareth Sitz was an interesting and
insightful presentation. Patricia Harkin, narrator,
and all of the writers and actresses are to be
commended.
Congratulations to Becky Olson who is one of our
Named Grant recipients. She was introduced by
Rosemary Dyson. We were thrilled to have Erika
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appreciation for the opportunity to attend the
NCCWSL conference. She commented on pay gaps
between men and women and her progress in
getting a more reasonable salary. The “Women in
Communication” seminar taught participants how
not to apologize to others as frequently as many
women commonly do.

Rachel Campbell has AAUW license plate
protectors for sale as a fundraiser for LAF.
Becky reported that BIG READ discussion
groups will meet in various places, and she
encouraged us all to participate in these
groups. “The Wall That Heals” will be open
near the Hemmens September 19-22.

Wilma thanked Judy Mavros and her assistants for
the lovely meal we shared. Guests and visitors were
welcomed, and new members noted. The minutes
were approved as printed and will be filed for
record.

Jan Jones asked for additional workers for
the Garage Sale October 9-12, and also
announced that sign-ups are being taken for
Maj Jongg lessons this fall. This set of
lessons will benefit EO, and sign-ups are due
by September 21.

Treasurer Linda Youngren presented the budget by
summary and said that the garage sale fund
distribution will be changed so that 60% of the
proceeds are directed to Scholarships and 40% to
operating budget. With no dissenting votes, the
budget passed, and a hearty “thank you” was
extended to Linda.

STEM announcements: a committee
including our branch, the Batavia Branch,
plus U-46 and Judson University has a two-year project writing a community action
grant. It’s focus is students needing access
to technology. The project will involve
contacts between AAUW and students.

First Co-Vice President Muriel Fenzel announced
the next Branch meeting on October 8 at Gail
Border Library sponsored jointly with the library.
Becky Olson announced that if a new member joins
at the October meeting, the dues will be $47.50.

Hoping to achieve 100% participation from
the Branch, Faye Kitchin encouraged us to
complete the Roster Sheets by October 1..
Jan Jones will assist those without computer
skills.

Co-President Shirley May announced that there will
be an electronic version of the membership roster.
She recently represented AAUW at a meeting at the
library regarding low voter turnout (approximately
11%), and indicated that a project is being
developed to address this issue, with the goal of
increasing voter turnout! She also encouraged
branch members to attend AAUW’s District 5
meeting on October 26 at Oakton Community
College.

There being no new business, the meeting
adjourned at 8:20 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Mabel Rice,
Rice Recording Secretary

Membership Matters

Rosemary Dyson announced that our
Branch’s named grant recipient this year is Becky
Olson, and indicated how much Becky deserved this
tribute. Becky will receive a certificate shortly.

From Becky Olson,
Membeship VicePresident
At the September
meeting, in addition
to the black and white
version of the 20132014 yearbook,
members should have
received the
following:

Nicki Skogfeldt reported that Social Security and
STEM are central features of the educational
focus for which she and her Public Policy
Committee would appreciate having
additional volunteers. She is also recruiting
“Two Minute Activists.”
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1) A paper copy of your membership card with
the
2) new logo. The card indicates member
number. Go to www.aauw.org and enter the
ID number and a password of your choice to
check your profile or to make changes in
email, address, etc.
3) Inside the National recruiting brochure is
our Branch Brochure and a business card for
personal use in recruiting a new member.
Ask a friend to join you for our Oct 8
program about Estee Lauder by Leslie
Goddard or tinvite a friend to any of our
other events and share the brochures.
4) A copy of the final Empowerment Survey.
Please ask a friend (a potential member) to
complete and bring to the Oct 8 meeting.
5) AND our new promotional flyer for posting
in area locations. We ask that you distribute
three to places you frequent , We will ask
for your locations at a future meeting.

Patricia Zonsius
13718 Kirkland Drive
Huntley, IL 60142-7868
1.847669.9064
1.847.309.9362 cell
pzonsius@aol.com

Yearbook Correction
Mary Beckman’s email should read
Beckman@toast.net
Erika Estrada is the correct spelling.

Member Travelogues continue. Costa Rica is the
current journey and was prepared by Anna Moeller.
Read and enjoy her adventure (page 8)!

Educational Opportunities
Garage Sale—From Katherine
Jablonowski and Jan Jones

Roster sheets are important and are being updated.
Please type directly on the form and save as
“Roster.YourName” and send via email to Fay
Kitchin at hatfay@aol.com. October 1 is our target
deadline to begin entering the information in our
database system. Jan Jones will help anyone who is
unfamiliar with the process or is without internet
access. Your help is appreciated.

Our Fall Garage Sale is at Nancy Gardner's home
at 696 South Street in Elgin. This sale encourages
us to raise money for scholarships as we de-clutter
our homes. Please join us in working on this
worthwhile project. We should all be able to find a
way to be a part of this effort – donating, pricing,
selling, marketing the treasures or taking in the
money. The times we need you follow:

Events related to The Big Read are underway. The
Healing Wall has come and gone, BUT there are
many other activities. Go to
http://gailborden.info/bigread/
for specific dates and times. Read The Things They
Carried by Tim O’Brien and check out The Little
Read activities, too

Wednesday October 9 from 3-6 PM Drop off
tables, tarps, and the clean treasures you can part
with. We hope to start organizing at this time, also.
Thursday, October 10 from 9-5 PM – Drop off,
sort and price – as well as selling anything anyone
wants. Volunteer today to get first chance at sale
items!

New Member Contact Infornation
Madeline Franklin
449 W Kenilworth Ave
Palatine, IL 60067
1.847.963.1907
MadFrankln@aol.com

Friday, October 11 from 9-5 – NO dropping off
of your treasures. We will sell and reorganize, and
SELL, SELL, SELL. The 4-5pm time is especially
important as we put away all that we have brought
out during the day.
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some teeth at a rally and is blacklisted by Disney for
refusing to remove the peace sign from the shirt she
was wearing at a children’s award show). She is
rumored to be the reason Brad Pitt turned down a
major role in Cameron Crowe’s “Almost Famous.”
(Sarah turned down a role in the movie and Brad
had wanted to work with her and he declined a role
when she did.)

Saturday, October 12 from 9-1pm. - Today we
need to sell as much as possible and then clean up,
saving a few treasures for Bonnie Hill to store in her
garage for our Spring sale, and donating much to
Goodwill Industries, or anywhere you feel would be
the ‘right’ place for our leftovers.
Think sun and beautiful fall days for October 9-12..
Thank you in advance and we look forward to
seeing you at the sale.

“Who is Sarah Polley?” is one of the questions
Sarah Polley herself is trying to answer in her
documentary “Stories We Tell.” Her mother died
when Sarah was 11 and Sarah has recently learned
some news about her mother that inspires Sarah to
reach out to family and friends to find out the truth.
But the truth is a funny thing. When it’s told by
family and friends, the truth about Sarah’s mother
comes out very differently from story to story. The
stories are all affected by individual emotions and
memory.

Yearbooks
From Marti Jernberg
The 2013-2014 Branch Yearbooks were handed out
at the September meeting. Those of you who were
unable to attend can contact Becky Olson for your
printed copy. If you would like to have an electronic
version of the yearbook, Marti Jernberg will be
happy to send you a .pdf version (it’s prettier – it’s
in color). Please send her an email at
mjscouter@aol.com

“Stories We Tell” is eligible for 2014 Academy
Award consideration, and it has received early
Oscar buzz. “Stories We Tell” is not a Hollywood
story with a Hollywood script and a Hollywood
ending. It is a story about ordinary people told in an
extraordinary way through the lens of a remarkable
female director – and loving daughter.

Reel Women/Real Women
From Margaret Keen
The Elgin Police
Department's social
workers have invited Reel
Women to be honored at
the Oct 23 Elgin City
Council meeting. As
October is Domestic
Violence Awareness
Month, and the idea for
Reel Women came from a
program that the Elgin PD social workers started in
2006 showing films for women at the police
department, JoAnn Stingley wanted to honor
AAUW and Reel Women for taking that program
idea and making it work on a larger community
scale.

Tuesday Nov 26: Much Ado About Nothing
(2012, Joss Whedon, director)

Evening Crafters
From Lee Engman
Evening Crafters will be meeting on Monday,
October 21, at 7 PM at the home of Lee Engman in
Palatine. We will be making small 10” wreaths
using pinwheels made from two-sided papercrafting
paper. Supplies will be provided, although personal
embellishments may be used to enhance the project.
Car-pooling is advised. Call Lee at 847-934-0742
for more information.

Tuesday Oct 22: Stories We Tell (2012)

New Memoir Writing Group

Reel Women/ Real Women is excited to show this
international award-winning documentary from 34year-old Canadian director Sarah Polley. This
extraordinary young lady’s credentials include the
following: Award-winning child actress, high
school dropout, life-long political activist (she lost

From Gareth Sitz
Gareth Sitz is pleased to announce the formation of
a new Memoir Writing Group. The group will meet
monthly in member’s homes, with the first meeting
at Gareth’s. A memoir writing group serves many
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purposes: to leave a legacy for your family, to grow
in self-knowledge, to begin the process of preparing
a manuscript for publication, to improve one’s
writing skills, and to develop friendships with other
members of our branch. The first meeting will be
Wednesday October 23 at 10 AM. Gareth lives at
653 Park Street, Elgin. Please call her or e-mail her
if you plan to attend. If you’re interested in a group
but can’t attend, please let her know as well, as
there is some flexibility in terms of planning future
meetings. 847-695-6719;
cell: 630-400-8349; Femmeprov@gmail.com.

speaker, Rachel Simmons was presenting, she had
us do an exercise that showed how females are
"expected" to behave in our society. I never realized
how internalized the idea that America is a maledominant society truly is. Listening to Rachel
Simmons speak was one of my favorite parts of the
conference. She made a lot of great points and gave
all of us a lot of encouragement that will be very
beneficial. Another part of the conference I loved
was a workshop focused on self development. I
believe that in order for anyone, particularly
women, to make a difference, they need to know
themselves first. Since taking a "True Colors"
leadership test, I have taught those lessons to my
peers so help them further empower themselves. I
also enjoyed the conference because I finally got to
see Washington, DC! I've always wanted to see the
monuments and the area that is so historical. It was
breathtaking to stand where Martin Luther King, Jr.
stood to give his "March on Washington" speech.
Exploring DC was definitely a huge highlight! I am
extremely grateful for my opportunity to attend
NCCWSL this year and it impacted me in many
ways. I am so thankful to the Elgin Area Branch of
AAUW for giving me this opportunity and to allow
me to improve my future.

LAF Fundraiser
From Rachel Campbell
Licenses plate holders are available to Elgin Branch
Members for
$5.00. We will
use the funds that
we raise to help
support LAF (the
legal Advocacy
Fund). The
monies in this fund are used to support legal cases
that fight discrimination. Discrimination can occur
in many ways: unfair pay, pregnancy
discrimination, sexual assault and violation of Title
IX.
Originally set up 32 years ago, LAF was designed
to help women in higher education who were denied
advancement or tenure because of their gender. The
Fund has been expanded to protect all individuals
who have faced discrimination in many ways.
We are hoping that if our members use these license
plate holders, we will call attention to AAUW and
its mission to further equity.
If you would like to have one for your car, please
call or email Rachel Campbell.

From Erika Estrada
Summer 2013 was filled with many exciting
endeavors. I graduated with an Associate’s degree
in science with high honors, making me the first
person in my family to receive a college degree. I
also took a small step into the real world by
beginning full-time employment at a local law firm.
Aside from that I invested in my first new car. And
to top it all off, I was honored and privileged to
attend the 2013 National Conference for College
Women Student Leaders.
After attending a series of workshops, there were
two things that stuck with me the most.
First was the gap in salaries between men and
women with comparable experience and
competence. As women we have an unexplained
automatic disadvantage when applying for a job. I
learned not to settle and seek other opportunities.
When the salary requested is not met, I learned how
to negotiate other aspects such as vacation time or
setting flexible hours. Most important, I learned to
go into an interview prepared. Research what the
salaries for that job are and go into that interview
prepared so you negotiate with reasonable numbers.

NCCWSL Reports
From Samantha Migatz
Attending the NCCWSL Conference was an eyeopening experience for me. I took so many lessons
away that I plan to continue to use in my future
endeavors. For example, I realized how important it
is for me to understand what I will be faced with as
I get older because of my gender. When keynote
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Second, in a workshop titled “Women and
Communication; Stop Being Sorry,” I learned about
how we have become conditioned to apologize for
things we do without realizing many of them do not
necessarily merit an apology, such as accidentally
bumping into someone in the hallway, like the
presenter of this workshop did to prove her point.
Taking blame or expressing apology for something
unintentional or lacking personal fault is a way to
show submission and passiveness. The presenter
focused on alternate ways to communicate and
express the appropriate statement based on the
situation. The rest of the workshop was on selfaffirmation and I would say that was my favorite
workshop while at the conference.

From Nanci Alanis
This past May, I had the pleasure of
attending the National Conference for College
Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) for a second
time. Except this time I was not a regular attendee-I was a member of the Student Advisory Council
(SAC), and my expenses were paid by the AAUW
association. As an SAC member, I had the pleasure
of working with nine other talented women and
leaders from all around the country. Together, we
were able to positively impact the many women
who attended the conference. Although three
months have passed, I am still in contact with many
of the wonderful leaders I met.

On the train ride home from Washington DC, the
conductor and I met a young man who was
traveling to Alaska to work as fisherman, and was
telling me about his hobbies in extreme sports.
During our conversation, the conductor addressed
me asking what extreme sports I enjoy. He
interrupted as I was about to answer saying, “Oh,
that’s right, you don’t do any extreme sports
because you’re a girl.” This triggered a feistier side
of my rather soft -spoken self. I replied, “Listen
here, I just returned from a weekend-long women’s
empowerment conference so don’t come to me
saying I can’t do something just because I am a girl!
And if I don’t do extreme sports it is NOT because I
am a girl, but because I occupy my time
volunteering and seeking opportunities for career
and personal development!” I felt confident and
satisfied with my response; all the gentlemen did
was stare at me surprised and a bit shocked. I
implemented what I learned at the conference
within a few hours of departing!

Ever since finding out I was in the SAC, I looked
forward to finding out who the Women of
Distinction would be for this year. These are
women who excel in their fields and have made
outstanding contributions to society. I had the
honor of introducing Lydia Villa-Komaroff, the
second Latina to earn a PhD in the United States
and one of the most renowned scientists in the
world. Reading about her life and accomplishments
was an inspiration, but to have had the opportunity
to meet her in person was a dream come true.
Having her as my new mentor, is something I
would have never imagined.

This rewarding experience enriched me with
valuable information and widened my networking
circle. I connected with many college women from
across the country, some of whom share mutual
career goals. I cannot thank the Elgin Area Branch
enough for the opportunity to have attended such an
informative, innovative and empowering
conference.

Overall, serving as a mentor alongside my fellow
SAC members was an extraordinary experience and
one that I will never forget. I will forever be
grateful to the AAUW-Elgin Branch for giving me
the original scholarship that truly changed my life.
.

The picture on the right shows Samantha
Migatz, Nanci Alanis and Erika Estrada
at the Smithsonium Institute in
Washington, DC.
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days at a small “finca” or farm northwest of the
Arenal Volcano, near the Monteverde Cloud Forest
in the north central part of the country. The journey
from the airport to the farm took three hours on
good roads and 45 minutes on rough-unpaved,
unmarked roads in grassland and de-forested
countryside. We arrived at the farm at about 6 PM
and were welcomed by the family who owned the
dairy farm- Eric
and Nehru and
their two young
daughters, Ruth
Mary and
Najdali. Their
girls were the
same age as
ours- Madeline and Eleanor- each 10 and 7. Along
with the family, we were greeted by a variety of
farm animals milling about the grounds- roosters,
sheep, bunnies, dairy cows and small chihuahuas
who followed the girls everywhere they went. Eric
owns 103 acres of rolling hills at the foot of the
Arenal Volcano and uses it primarily to raise dairy
cows. He sells the milk to a cooperative called
“Dos Pinos,” a popular dairy brand that you can
find throughout Costa Rica. To supplement his
income he built a small “cabina” on top of a hill
overlooking the farm and offers guests the chance to
work on the farm and experience life on a Costa
Rican farm. Our daughters enjoyed feeding the
chicken , pigs and cows, watching the cows get
milked, gathering eggs and riding the two older
horses around the grounds. Eric also keeps a small
fishpond that he stocks with tilapia and carp and we
helped fish by hand for our dinner one evening. The
countryside surrounding the farm is part pasture,
part rain forest, with cows grazing on the hillsides
and parrots, sloths, butterflies and other tropical
fauna chirping and singing in the trees. In the
morning and evening we could hear howler
monkeys in the distance, announcing their presence
for miles around.

Public Policy
From Nicki Skogfledt, Meg Still, CoChiars ; Margaret Keen, STEM Chair
Earlier this year, Illinois was awarded a $1000.00
grant to (1) establish and build relationships with
allies and coalition organizations, and (2) to
Increase visibility for AAUW of Illinois and begin
to develop policy knowledge and change with
regards to STEM and Social Security.
In order to accomplish these goals, this grassroots
impact grant calls for community forums on Social
Security and STEM, including but not limited to
congressional in-district meetings, state and
congressional meetings on STEM as it pertains to
Title IX or immigration, town hall teleconferences
on Social Security and using Twitter as a means of
effective communication, to mention a few.
We’re reaching out to you because we’d like our
community partners to get together with us to
discuss how to use this grant and it’s guidelines to
get the word out about our STEM and Social
Security initiatives.
We’d like to get together on Wednesday October 23
at 6 PM. The location will be determined shortly,
perhaps on the Judson or ECC campus. You are
encouraged to invite colleagues to join us for this
dynamic discussion.
Please RSVP to me by October 8
((nskogfeldt@sbcglobal.net) so appropriate
materials and refreshments can be arranged and so
that we can confirm meeting location.
Also, please let us know with your RSVP if you are
interested in learning more about the basics of
Twitter – how to create an account, how and why
and when to use it, etc. As part of the support for
this Impact Grant, we will have access to a helpful
Twitter webinar so that we can learn to use Twitter
effectively for our goals.

Nehru prepared our meals each day. They were
simple but delicious and included fresh ingredients
either grown or raised on the farm or nearby. All
meals included black beans and rice, fried plantains
(banana-like fruit), fresh fruit juice, homemade
cheese and fried yucca. One afternoon Eric and his
family took us to swim in a thermal river sourced by
the volcano. The water was nearly 105 degrees and

Costa Rica Travel Log
From Anna Moeller
June 27, 2013- We arrived in Costa Rica at the San
Jose Airport. Marc, my husband, reserved four
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July 4, 2013--We didn’t leave the house all and it
turned out we didn’t need to; we had all of the
entertainment
we needed for
the day. While
the girls swam
in the patio
pool in the
morning, a
large troop of
howler
monkeys took
up residence in the trees surrounding our house.
There were 12 in all, most appeared young,
including a mother with a tiny baby howler monkey
clinging to her back and belly. The monkeys busied
themselves eating leaves and climbing branches.
Every few minutes the apparent alpha male in the
group would begin a round of hooting. After eating
and hooting, the monkeys napped. They ate,
climbed, hooted and napped all day in our yard. In
the early evening it began to rain and the monkeys
climbed to the largest tree with the most leaf cover
right next to our house. We sat on the balcony off
of the third floor and watched them all day. It was
fascinating to see them in their natural environment.
That evening we watched a big storm come in off of
the ocean. After the torrential downpour, we saw a
beautiful and dramatic lightening storm over the
ocean- our 4th of July fireworks!

ran through the tropical rainforest at the bottom of
Arenal. It felt prehistoric, swimming in the warm
water under giant ferns with mosses and vines
enveloping the riverbanks.
June 30, 2013
We celebrated our daughter Madeline’s 10th
birthday with a traditional egg cracking on her head
in the morning and a small “fiesta” in the evening
with Eric’s family and
the children of the farm workers. Nehru prepared
hamburgers and hot dogs and a tres leche cake for
the celebration. The kids took turns batting at a
piñata filled with peanuts and local candies.
Living with Eric and his family was a great way to
get to know “real” Costa Ricans for a short time.
Our Spanish is less than fluent, but it was a good
chance to practice and they were patient with us.
After four days we left the farm and headed to the
Nicoya Peninsula on the Pacific Coast.
July 3, 2013
We rented a house on a hill overlooking the beaches
of Carillo and Camaronal near the Village of
Samara. Carillo beach is great for the kids because
it is protected by a reef offshore and there are few
riptides or big waves. It’s also a favorite for the
locals who live in the area. Camaronal beach is
special because Green Ridley Sea Turtles nest there
in the summer months and there is a volunteer
conservation organization that watches over the
beach, the eggs and the hatchlings. You can go to
the beach at night anytime between July and
October and a guide will take you out on the shore
to look for turtles nesting in the evening after dark.
It is a very special experience to see a large female
turtle come to shore with the high tide, climb up a
sand hill and lay her eggs in a sand nest that she dug
with her large paddle-like feet. She then carefully
buries her eggs by backfilling the nest with sand
and finally slowly crawls back to the sea. This all
happens in the dark (the guide has a very small
penlight so we can see just enough) since the turtles
won’t come to shore or lay their eggs if there is
light. There was also a lightening storm brewing
over the ocean. The turtles have been coming to the
coast of Costa Rica to lay their eggs for thousands
of years and it is thrilling to be witness to this very
ancient ritual.

July 6, 2013
We traveled three hours to Curu, a small village on
the southern tip of the Nicoya Peninsula and near
one of the first national parks established in Costa
Rica. In the park, you can rent a boat that will take
you to the Tortuga Islands right off of the coast.
My favorite part about visiting Curu is the little
camp near the boat launch. It is quite literally
teeming with animals. You see capuchin and
howler monkeys everywhere in the trees, iguanas
slowly crawling among the boats and tree trunks,
thousands of jack-o-lantern crabs scurrying
sideways along the side of the road, frogs and
crocodiles in the estuary leading into the camp near
the beach and even deer, which is the national
animal of Costa Rica, grazing in the clearing near
the forest as you drive into the national park. We
spent the entire day at the national park and on
Tortuga Island.
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skills. She preferred teaching 4th grade because “the
kids get my jokes.”.She loved to travel with her
beloved sisters, especially a trip to Norway, which
was her family heritage, and to Australia. Sally is
survived by two nieces and a nephew.

July 8, 2013
The last night of our stay was probably one of the
more eventful evenings in Costa Rica. While
traveling into town on the dirt road that led from our
house to the village, Marc became distracted by a
beautiful mot-mot bird sitting on a line at the edge
of the road. While looking at the bird he veered our
truck into a deep rut, or, as the men who helped us
that evening called it, a “canyonito”-- small canyon.
The truck fell into the rut almost flipping on to one
side and luckily no one was hurt. A passerby on a
motorbike, who stopped to help, rescued us. We
had few options in getting the truck out, as there
were no tow
companies
within 100
kilometers of
our house. The
passerby had a
friend with a
bulldozer who
would was able
to pull us out
of the rut for the low cost of $60. The passerby
waited with us for two hours until his friend showed
up to help. We were really touched by his kindness
and willingness to stay and help us. I’ve been
fortunate to travel many places all over the world
and I am always impressed and heartened by the
kindness and hospitality of the people I’ve met.
Although the truck accident was not the best way to
end our stay, the kindness of those who helped us
made a huge impression and strengthened my
affection for Costa Rica.

Sally loved her home and enjoyed tending the
garden, especially the roses. She mowed her own
grass unto her eighties, when she moved to Clare
Oaks retirement center. She had an interest in
finance and even impressed her Chase bankers with
her knowledge of investment. Her friend, Jim
Jackson, once asked her why she had never married
and she replied, “I never found the right guy”. She
was also friends with the Pastor at First Methodist
Church, where she enjoyed a book club and going
out with friends for lunch after church.
Once, Sally was given a Bose sound system and she
had it permanently tuned to WFMT classical music
station. On a fall afternoon, she could be found in
front of the muted television watching the Bears and
listening to opera, and sipping a gin and tonic.
Sally was also a member of the Elgin Symphony
League. She proved her devotion to classical music
and reading by leaving the generous fruits of her
astute investments to the ESO and the Gail Borden
Public Library. The coming season of the ESO will
be dedicated to Sally Lee. The two organizations
will also honor Sally’s memory by placing a bronze
sculpture of a woman and child reading on a park
bench by the entrance to the library. The
dedication will take place on Wednesday, October
2 at 4:00 pm. Members are invited to attend the
dedication and the reception which follows in the
library.

Memories of Marilyn Sally Lee
From Libby Hoeft

Sally made a difference in the lives of countless
students and fellow teachers during her career. She
will continue to make a difference by giving the
ESO and the Library much needed funds to carry on
their excellent work. We will all be able to honor
Sally each time we attend a concert or walk into the
Library.

Memories of former member Sally
Lee include her love of classical
music and the Bears football team.
She was a friend to many members
of AAUW, some of whom taught
with her at Lowrie School. Sally
was chair of the Evening Book
Group from 1996-1998. Sally grew
up in Chicago and attended Illinois
State University. She taught 3rd and 4th grade at
Lowrie elementary school for 40 years. She felt that
children needed to learn basic reading and writing
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse
membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age,
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.

About the Elgin Area Branch and
AAUW Times
The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40
charter members.

AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution.

AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the
Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of
Women.

AAUW’s Mission Statement
AAUW advances equity for women and girls through
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.

AAUW’s Value Promise
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks
through educational and economic barriers so that all
women have a fair chance.

AAUW’s Educational Foundation
AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive
social change.

AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex
discrimination and promote gender equity through support
of litigation and educational programs.

Elgin Area Branch AAUW
c/o Karen Patterson
1076 South Lancaster Circle
South Elgin, IL 60177
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