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           April Branch Meeting 

               ArtSpace Elgin 
Home is Where the Art Is—A Celebration 

of Art and Fair Housing 

 

 
   

      Wednesday April 17, 2013,  5:30 PM 

     ArtSpace Elgin, 51 Spring St, Elgin 

 

EVENT:  AAUW Elgin Area Branch has been 

invited to a private showing of the week-long 

Gallery Art Show exhibiting works from a diverse 

group of artists and disciplines, combined with a 

tour of the space. The tour will also include several 

lofts in the living space and will be followed by a 

small reception for our group. 

SUPPER:  Al’s Café and Creamery (across the 

street) will reserve a space for us upstairs following 

the tour and reception, at approximately 7:15 PM , A 

short  business meeting will follow the supper. 

HISTORY OF ART SPACE ELGIN:   The Elgin 

ArtSpace Lofts have transformed the historic Sears 

and Roebuck store in downtown Elgin into an arts 

facility that includes 55 units of affordable live/work 

space for artists in all art disciplines. The artists and 

their families live above 6,000 square feet of retail 

and community space for arts-friendly businesses 

and nonprofit organizations. This project is a 

partnership between Minneapolis-based ArtSpace 

and the city of Elgin. ArtSpace, based in 

Minneapolis, operates 30 projects in 13 states with 

several more under construction, including 

additional projects in Chicago and Waukegan. 

RESERVATIONS:  Please respond to  

muriel5@sbcglobal.net or 847-428-6397, if you will 

be attending the ArtSpace tour. We will also need to 

know how many plan to stay on for supper at Al’s 

Cafe. No prior payment is needed for our individual 

dinner orders that evening.  

ENRICHMENT SUGGESTION:  www.artspace.org 

 

                       Calendar 
 

April 1        Deadline for EO Scholars brunch 

           

 April 3       Movie Discussion Group 4:30 PM 

                   Colonial Cafe 

                   Les Miserables 
 

April 8       Great Books 7 PM 

                   Gail Borden Library 

                   The Open Boat 

                   Stephen Crane 
 

April 10     Good Tastes Dining Group  5 PM  

                  Cooper’s Hawk, South Barrington 

                 

  April  11    Morning Book Group 

                    Russka 

                    Edward Rutherford 

                    Rachel Campbell, Hostess 

 

April 12     Out and About  7:30 AM 

                        Milwaukee Art Museum 

                Rachel Campbell, Hostess 
 

AAUW TIMES 
Elgin Area Branch 

1920-2012 
 

Working for 91 years to promote equity for all women and girls, 
Life-long education and positive social change 

 

 

 

mailto:aauw@AAUWElginArea.org
mailto:muriel5@sbcglobal.net
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April 13       EO Scholars Brunch  11 AM 

                     Lambs Farm, Libertyville 
       
April 15      Evening Crafters 7 PM 

                    Jelayne Ewers, Hostess 

                    Planning for 2012-13  

 

April 17     Branch meeting 5:30 PM 

                   ArtSpace Elgiln 

 

April 20      Newsletter Deadline 

 

April 20     STEM Exposition 

                   South Elgin High School 
 

April 22     20’s and 30’s Book Club 7 PM 

                   The Heart and the Fist 

                    Eric Greitens 
 

April 23     Reel Women/Real Women 6 PM 

     Gail Borden Library 

     Half the Sky   
 

April 24     Current Literature 6 PM Potluck 

                   Harry Truman’s Excellent Adventure 

                   M. Algeo 

                   Jan Jones, Hostess 

 

May 1        Deadline for reservations for 

                   May 7 annual meeting 

                   Libby Hoeft, Hostess 

 

May 3-5     Joint State Convention, St. Louis 

 

 

          Presidents’ Message 
 

“How time flies when you’re having fun!”  comes to 

mind as I reflect on the almost two years that I have 

served as your AAUW Elgin Branch Co-President.  

What a great learning experience this has been for 

me and I hope that Judy’s and my leadership has 

coalesced with the tremendous work of the 

Membership and Program Vice Presidents and the 

members of the Board to create a heightened 

awareness of our communities richness…and need…  

as well as an enhanced appreciation of the work that 

AAUW has done to respond and promote our 

region!  

It really is all about the balance, isn’t it?  We have 

contributed a great deal to others in our community 

and made friendships and developed new interests as 

well!  When Medina announced, on behalf of the 

Nominating Committee, the Officers for next year, 

there were smiles and outbursts of enthusiasm! What 

a pleasure to have such wonderful women ready and 

willing to take the reins and continue moving us 

forward.  

Judy and I are especially pleased that two new 

members with strong ties to Elgin Community 

College’s Student Life Department:  Amybeth 

Maurer, Director, and Dr. Katie Storey, Coordinator 

of Community Service, have indicated a willingness 

to continue our partnership and encourage the 

participation of student members in our Branch.  

Several of the young women we have scholarshipped 

and sent to NCCWSL  have certainly contributed to  

this developing synergy!  

Since I’ll be retiring June 30, 2013, you will see 

more of me next year at daytime and evening 

AAUW events!  I plan to ask for mentoring from 

several of you whose active retirements have made 

me envious for years!  Thank you for the 

opportunity to serve you and for your support, 

advice and friendship.--Carol Cowles 
 

        Branch Meeting Minutes 
             March 7, 2013 

 

Co-president Carol Cowles called the meeting to 

order at 7:10 PM. at Evangelical Covenant Church.  

She thanked Libby Hoeft for the refreshments and 

Chris Saletta for helping with set-up. 

 

Carol said our branch will have an opportunity to go 

out in the community if we participate in the  

WTTW fund drive.  We would probably go on a 

Sunday afternoon in September.  It would mean  

publicity for our branch.  She requested any 

members who are interested to contact her or Judy  

Fishburn.  We could also partner with other AAUW 

branches and fill a whole slot of about 35 workers. 

 

TREASURER – Shirley May Byrnes was not 

present.  Carol said the report was reviewed by the 

Board.  It will be filed for audit. 

 

MEMORIAL FOR LIZ SIEBECK – Gareth Sitz 

presented a memorial for Liz Siebeck.   

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE – Medina Gross 

reported for Nominating Committee Chair Lynn 

Harper.    Recording Secretary – Mabel Rice 

Treasurer – Linda Youngren 

Membership Treasurer – Joan Hayashida 

2nd Vice President, Membership – Becky Olson 

Co-Presidents – Wilma Booth and Shirley May 

Byrnes 
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Nominating Committee 2013-2014 
Lynn Harper,  Bonnie Hill, Judy Kaulfuss 

Fay Kitchen, Beverly Lovett, Chris Saletta 

Rita Shaw 

Alternates – Barbara Mulliken and Gareth Sitz  

 

MEMBERSHIP – The following guests were 

introduced:  Anne Duffy and Juanita Brook.   Both 

were joining this evening.  Mary Beckman, a 

recently new member, was also introduced. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Meg Still said Nicki 

Skogfeldt had been in the hospital with a bacterial 

infection.  She was to have gone home today.  She 

suggested members send cards to her home. 

 

Libby Hoeft sent around a sheet for members to sign 

to support the following Gail Borden Library Board 

candidates:  Patti Harkin, Sue Moylan, Beth Kruger. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.  The program 

followed – an interactive event with CircEsteem.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Recording Secretary Jeanne Hebeisen 

 

            Slate of Officers 
Co-President—Shirley May Byrnes. Shirley May 

has served as our treasurer for the last four years and 

has been active in a number of interest groups. She 

retired as Executive Director of the DuPage Library 

System in 2008. She served as national treasurer for 

Phi Beta Fraternity. She also acts and volunteers at 

Gail Borden Library and ReRuns Too. She has been 

active in the Illinois and Wisconsin state library 

associations and the local League of Women Voters. 

 

Co-President—Wilma Booth.  You may know Wilma 

as the quiet lady who plays the piano for us at our 

dinner meetings and says the blessing, but she has 

served as Program VP, Social Chair, Reading Friends 

coordinator and Co-Recording Secretary. 

She was our nominee for YWCA Leader Luncheon 

award in 2011 and won because of her service to 

music programs on a regional, state, and national 

level. She served as President of Friends of Judson. 

 

Second  Vice-President (Membership)—Becky 

Olson (who has agreed to serve a second term). 

Becky rejoined our branch in 2010. She quickly 

became International Relations Chair and moved on 

to VP of Membership in 2011-2013.  

She has recruited a large committee and branch 

membership has gone from less than 90 to 113!  Her 

new goal is 200 members! 

 

Membership Treasurer—Joan Hayashida. Joanie was 

a member in the 60s and rejoined in 2011, when she 

soon became Membership Treasurer.  She taught K-

sixth grade for 37 years in U-46, and directed the 

children’s choir for her church, but she loves 

retirement! This will be her second term. 

 

Recording Secretary—Mabel Rice. Mabel 

has served as a minister for the United Methodist 

Church in Colorado and Illinois, most recently for 

the Hebron United Methodist Church. She is now 

retired and is active in the memoir group. This is her 

first time on the board. Welcome Mabel!  

 

Next year’s Nominating Committee:  Lynn Harper, 

Bonnie Hill, Judy Kaulfuss, Fay Kitchen, Beverly 

Lovett, Chris Saletta, Rita Shaw. Alternates—

Barbara Mulliken and Gareth Sitz. 

 

--2013 Nominating Committee:  

Lynn Harper (chair), Marcia Cameron, Marge 

Fox, Medina Gross, Libby Hoeft, Margaret Keen, 

Anne Marblestone 

 

Membership Matters 

 
 

AAUW has a new logo after 20 years! BUT, we 

are still “Women of Teal” and also known as The 

Teal Machine! 

 

The theme adopted by the membership committee 

continues to be “Getting To Know You” and our 

current goal to recruit and retain will emphasize that 

theme. We want the community to know about our 

branch as well as the state and national associations. 

With this thought in mind, a membership ad hoc 

committee has been designated. Rosemary Dyson 

and Mary Ellen Barbezat will pursue the planning 

and implementation of activities to enhance our 

image. They will be working to increase millennial 

membership. 
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“Getting to Know You” efforts have included the 

inclusion of new member photos and bios in our 

newsletter, the additional articles by Sonia 

Solomonson on our 50-year members and life 

members, and the recent completion of the Branch 

Photo Gallery for our yearbooks. Do you remember 

reading the reports of community citizens in local 

papers about their travels? As a spin off of this past 

practice, we will launch a Member Travelogue in our 

newsletter beginning with this issue. We want other 

members to submit travelogues. Send a suggestion to 

me anytime for future consideration. 

 

Coming in May! New Name Tags … Be sure to 

come to our May annual meeting. No more crappy, 

non-stick name tags in our branch future …. Thanks 

to members! 

Committee members will be calling about the May 

meeting. We want to collect membership dues at that 

time. Did you remember to take the $46.00 taxable 

deduction from the $72.00 paid for your 

membership? 

 

Coming Soon! A Branch Blog to keep you up to date 

in addition to our newsletters. We are going to reach 

out for broad appeal and participation. 

 

I am forever grateful for the enthusiasm and support 

of the membership committee and our growing 

branch membership. Suggestions are always 

welcome. This is Your Branch! 

Becky Olson, Membership Vice-President 
 

Educational Opportunities 

Garage Sale Time!! 
The plans are not finalized yet, but keep saving and 

gathering those items cluttering your house that you 

no longer need. We really hope that you will donate 

CLEAN items, books, furniture, giftware, 

collectables, antiques, glassware, and even spring 

and summer clothes. 

 

This is the sale that welcomes potted perennials, 

labeled if possible. (The sale will be in either May or 

possibly June.)  We need LOTS of workers to sort, 

price, sell and clean-up after the sale. As an added 

incentive to work, the workers get first chance to 

purchase any valuable they find and get to know 

some new AAUW friends. The way we display our 

treasures is so important - as people need to find 

what they didn't know they needed, so please let us 

borrow your tables, saw horses and doors to go 

on the saw horses. 

  

Why do we have garage sales?  This is our way to  

“go green” and help declutter our houses and closets 

and is the major fundraiser for our Educational 

Opportunities contribution to the AAUW national 

association. We will soon have a chance to listen to 

the stories of some winners of these grants at the 

Lambs Farm brunch. If you've never gone, plan to 

attend this year and see how our monies are being 

used by some very talented women. 

Katherine Jablonowski, and Jan Jones, co-

chairs 
 

    Annual District 5 Educational 

Opportunities Brunch With Fellows 
          11 AM Saturday April 13, 2013 

               Lambs Farm, Libertyville 

Honorees 

 Blair Brettschneider, Community Action 

Grant, Work with Refugees  

 Melissa Browning, Fellowship, 

HIV/Marriage Risks 

 Rachel Feinmark, Fellowship, Unions 

 Julie Mayeku, International Fellowship, 

Medical Sciences 

 

MENU: Soup, Chicken Caesar or Chopped Chicken 

salad, Rolls & Butter, Dessert, Coffee/Tea COST: 

$18, includes tax & tip  DEADLINE: Reservations 

must be received by April 1. Please send your 

check, payable to Deerfield Area AAUW, to Kay 

Madden, 143 Rivershire Lane, Lincolnshire, IL 

60069 to arrive no later than Monday, April 1. 

Include your choice of salad on the memo line of 

your check. Call Jeanne Hebeisen re carpooling. 

Current Literature 
The selection for June 26 has been changed to The 

Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. 
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Science Technology Engineering Math 

(STEM) Task Force Report 

 

Discover 2013 STEM Exposition:  U-46 is 

preparing for its annual Science Fair! It will be held 

on Saturday April 20.  There are some changes this 

year:  First, it is now known as Discover 2013 

STEM Exposition. Second, while Gail Borden 

continues to be an awesome and active partner in 

this project for the fourth year, the Exposition will 

not be held at the library this year. The exposition 

has grown so much that Gail Borden's indoor display 

space and outdoor parking could no longer 

accommodate everyone. The STEM Exposition has 

moved to South Elgin High School (SEHS).  Last 

year, a full day was needed to show grade school 

exhibits in the morning and high school in the 

afternoon.  This year, because SEHS has enough 

space, the STEM Expo will take place from 9 AM-

noon only -- with plenty of parking. 

VOLUNTEER JUDGES are needed!  Last year, 

we provided 10 AAUW member volunteers and our 

sister branch provided 10.  No science background 

or experience is needed.  No teaching background or 

experience is needed.  There is no grading system ... 

All these students need is for someone to listen as 

they explain their projects.  Volunteer judges receive 

a list of sample prompting questions to ask and are 

given a map to find the few projects that they are 

asked to "judge".  Last year, there were more than 

1,000 entries, so lots and lots of volunteer judges are 

needed.  And, last year, AAUW volunteers were 
joined by local politicians, business people, 
neighbors, and friends all pitching in to "judge" and 

to show support for our community's young 

scientists.  

Of all the things we collaborate on with U-46, this is 

the most organized and time really flies.  Volunteers 

would arrive at SEHS by 8 AM and would probably 

be done well before noon.  I strongly encourage 

AAUW's participation in this event.  If you are 

interested in volunteering, please reach out to me at 

mkeen38@comcast.net as soon as possible so that I 

can include you in the list of AAUW volunteers.  

AAUW support matters!  Margaret Keen, 

Diversity Chair                          

     Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) 
 

Two recent cases adopted by LAF are of interest to 

Elgin Area Branch members. 

Pay Discrimination Case Update   Virginia 

LeBlanc is the former director of the Hudson and 

Holland Scholars Program at Indiana University, a 

scholarship program that primarily serves African 

American students.  She filed a complaint in federal 

district court against the university, claiming gender 

and pay discrimination after allegedly facing 

resistance when she tried to resolve the pay disparity 

internally.  AAUW adopted her case in December 

2012. 

Recently, LeBlanc and her legal team completed 

their first round of information discovery, and 

settlement talks are scheduled for March.  If 

necessary, the case will go to trial in April 2014. 

 

AAUW  Stands With Survivors of Military 

Sexual Abuse  On January 23, the House Armed 

Services Committee held a hearing on the 

widespread sexual misconduct at Lackland Air Force 

Base in San Antonio, TX, where all members of the 

Air Force attend basic training.  AAUW Board of 

Directors member Katy Braeman and Program 

Manager Holly Kearl tried to attend the hearing, but 

most seats were reserved for members of the 

military, so they had to watch it on television from 

an overflow room. 

Kearl wrote a blog post about the hearing that 

focused on how the Air Force said they did not talk 

with the survivors who had come forward, before 

they made recommendations for improvement.  How 

can they hope to fix a crime without talking to 

survivors of that crime?  Her post led to an interview 

and an invitation to write for the Huffington Post 

about the military sexual assault survivors who are 

participating in the LAF-supported lawsuits. 

Rachel Campbell, LAF chair 

mailto:mkeen38@comcast.net
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May 7 Annual Meeting—Deadline May 1 

 
The May dinner meeting will be at the Elgin 

Country Club on Tuesday, May 7, with a cash bar at 

6: PM and dinner at 6:30.  The menu choices are 

Chicken Florentine or a vegetarian option. Both will 

include a green mixed salad, breads, coffee, and 

dessert (vanilla ice cream with Banana Foster bites). 

The cost is $30 per person, which includes the 

gratuity.   Please RSVP by sending a check to Libby 

Hoeft, 216 King Arthur Court, Elgin 60120 by May 

1. Be sure to indicate your choice of entrée. 

 

Reel Women: Coming Attractions 

Tuesday April 23   Half the Sky   2012 

 

In October of 2012, PBS’s Independent Lens 

aired a four-hour documentary based on 

Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn’s book  

of the same name. Because AAUW was one 

of the sponsors, it was entitled to offer an 

abbreviated version at no charge to its 

branches. While many of our members saw 

the full program, we felt it important to 

increase the general public’s awareness of 

the issues it focused on. We are showing the 

one-hour version, which not only looks 

closely at the sexual exploitations of women 

and girls, but also at those who are working 

to help them reclaim their humanity Please 

let others know of this opportunity.—

Barbara Evans 

Show time is 6 PM in the Community Room 

of Gail Borden Library. Food from the 

library’s deli may be brought in. 

 

May 28: Albert Nobbs  (2011) 

June 25: Silver Linings Playbook (2012) 

 

Out and About   April 12 
Art in Bloom:  A Tribute to Art and Flowers,  a 

display and program at the Milwaukee Art Museum, 

will be held the second weekend in April.  This is a 

community event, one part of which is the breath- 

taking floral arrangements that top regional 

designers create to complement the art in the 

museum’s collection.  If Elgin Branch members 

would like to join us on our Out and About trip to 

Milwaukee on April 12 (Friday), meet at Rachel 

Campbell’s home at 7:30 AM.  We plan to arrive at 

the museum by 10 AM, so the group can join the 

docent led drop-in tour that begins at 10:15. 

The cost is $13 for seniors, $15 for adults.  We will 

join the tour and then have time to explore the 

museum.  There is a lovely lunchroom at the 

museum—so lunch will be convenient. 

Please let Rachel know if you plan to join the group. 

 

A second activity branch members might be 

interested in is the Spring Circus presented by the 

CircEsteem group that presented our March Branch 

program. The 12
th

 annual spring circus will be 

presented April 20-21, 26 and 28 at 4730 N. 

Sheridan Rd., Chicago.  This event is titled 

CircEAU—High Seas Circus Adventure.  Tickets 

are $5 - $35.For further information, check the 

website CircEsteem.org or call 312-731-3568.  

Rachel Campbell 

 

Crafter’s Meeting    April 15 
 Are you interested in learning a new craft or joining 

others who enjoy crafting for fun? Join us on 

Monday, April 15 at 7 PM at the home of Jelayne 

Ewers, 13426 Dakota Fields Dr., Sun City, Huntley.  

We will be planning the projects for this fall and 

next year and this is the time to let us know what 

craft you would like to do or maybe learn how to do, 

so it can be included in the schedule.  If you have 

ideas, please bring them with you.  If you are just 

interested in seeing what kind of crafts we are doing, 

feel free to join us for fellowship and dessert.   For 

more information, directions or to carpool, call 

Jelayne at 847-515-1145—Jelayne Ewers 

 

Joint State Convention May 3-5 

This year the state convention will be a joint 

one with Missouri at the St. Louis Hilton at 

the Ballpark. Linda Hallman, AAUW 

National Executive Director, will speak on 

Saturday morning.The keynote speaker at the  

banquet will be an LAF Plaintiff from a 

Military Sexual Assault Case. For details see 

the spring Illinois Link. Call Judy Mavros if 

you are interested in attending.. 
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Memorial for Elizabeth Siebeck 
Our beloved member, 

Anne Elizabeth “Liz” 

Siebeck  lost her battle 

with cancer and passed 

away peacefully on 

January 10, 2013.    

Joining in April of 2008,  

Liz was one of my first 

recruits to AAUW.  From 

the beginning, she thanked me profusely for 

connecting her with “so many wonderful and 

intelligent women.”  Liz was delighted to be a part 

of an organization devoted to advocacy for women 

and girls. AAUW’s mission fit right in with Liz’s 

interests, and she thrived amongst us. 

 

A lover of books, movies, and social action, Liz 

quickly found her niche and developed solid 

friendships.  She looked forward to Morning Book 

Group and was quick to purchase the upcoming 

books for the year, often reading them far in advance 

and lending them to friends like me.  Before her 

illness prevented attendance, she was a regular 

participant in our monthly movie discussion group at 

Colonial.   Involvement in AAUW widened Liz’s 

social circle, and she cherished spirited interchanges 

and quality time with her newfound friends.  

 

Liz was a career educator, specializing in foreign 

languages.  French was her first love, but she 

became proficient in Spanish as well.  She received 

her BA in French from Bradley University and her 

MA from the University of Wisconsin, Madison.  In 

addition, she studied at the University of Grenoble, 

in France. . She studied Spanish in Mexico and 

almost completed a Masters in Spanish at Northern 

Illinois University.  She loved being able to 

communicate with native speakers in Elgin and had 

close friends who are Hispanic. 

 

Liz began her teaching career in St. Louis and came 

to Community Consolidated School District 300 in 

1985.  She taught at Dundee Crown and Jacobs High 

Schools, spending her last eight years prior to 

retirement in 2007 at Dundee Middle School.   Post 

retirement positions included a year teaching French 

in Morris, “French for Travelers” at ECC, and a brief 

time at St. Edward High School.  Her love of foreign 

languages was intense, and she was passionate about 

sharing her knowledge with others.   

 

Liz’s AAUW friends were a significant part of her 

support system throughout her illness. From the time 

of her diagnosis in October of 2011 until her death, 

AAUW women reached out to her. She was humbled 

by the outpouring of attention she received from our 

members and couldn’t believe how very kind people 

were to her. AAUW members drove her to the 

doctor, brought her food, helped with household 

chores, took her for pleasant drives, and just spent 

time keeping her company.  Anyone who was in 

Liz’s presence witnessed her gentleness and 

courageous spirit.  In spite of pain and fear of the 

future, Liz remained a lively conversationalist and a 

good listener, showing interest in the lives of others.   

 

Towards the end, Liz gave herself up to the universe 

with grace.  She was happy knowing that her 

beloved son Jesse had found a life partner in Jessica,  

and she felt fortunate to have lived long enough to 

attend his wedding last October.   

 

My memories of Liz focus on her joy in learning 

new things, her keen wit and intelligence, her 

devotion to social causes, and her addiction to the 

food at Al’s Café.  Most of all, I will cherish the 

memory of her ability to be with me in the moment 

and take pleasure in our time together. How I miss 

hearing her contagious giggle and witnessing her 

zest for life!—Gareth Sitz 

 

International Affairs 
The online International Museum of Women is now 

featuring "Muslima: Muslim Women's Art & 

Voices" at http://muslima.imow.org 

 

Although it was released in the U.S. on March 8 of 

this year, I have yet to find information about 

when/where the documentary "The Gulabi Gang" 

will be showing.  About women in India who wear 

pink saris to protest injustice, a review of it appeared 

in The Hindu at 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Kalpa

na_Sharma/think-pink/article4173845.ece.  For an 

overview of this "gang" of women, watch the 16-

min. video clip that was made about them in 2010 at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXwH-kjSUSs 
 

If you are not yet a member of CODEPINK, please 

take some time to visit its website at 

http://www.codepinkalert.org/articl

http://muslima.imow.org/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Kalpana_Sharma/think-pink/article4173845.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Kalpana_Sharma/think-pink/article4173845.ece
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXwH-kjSUSs
http://www.codepinkalert.org/article.php?list=type&type=3
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e.php?list=type&type=3  While this 

"women-initiated grassroots peace and social justice 

movement working to end U.S. funded wars and 

occupations, to challenge militarism globally, and to 

redirect our resources into health care, education, 

green jobs and other life-affirming activities" often 

focuses on injustice in the U.S., on International 

Women's Day March 8, an email was sent out to 

members asking for donations to help Syrian women 

refugees. The goal was to get enough to send, among 

other things, 1,000 solar lanterns so that women are 

less likely to get raped if they have to leave their 

tents at night to use the toilets. Joining this group in 

order to receive such alerts for action costs nothing. 

--Barbara Evans  

 

Meet Our Life Members 
When Marti Jernberg joined AAUW, she was a 

stay-at-home mother with a new baby. Her mother 

was a member then, so she invited Marti and paid 

her dues. “I enjoyed the opportunity to get out of the 

house and have adult conversation and intellectual 

stimulation,” she says. An additional benefit she 

didn’t foresee was the leadership training she 

received and also the chance to “form a relationship 

with my mother as two adult women, not just mother 

and daughter.”  

 

Marti has especially enjoyed the friendships she’s 

made in AAUW, marching for ERA and the 

intellectual interests. She has been active in many 

AAUW positions and activities through the years: 

Early Childhood Education, a drama group, Crafters, 

Bridge, Nominating Committee, Audit Committee, 

Ethnic Fair, Art Showcase—as well as newsletter 

editor and District 5 Public Relations Committee. 

She served on the board for years; and she also was 

nominated for Outstanding Young Woman of Elgin 

and won the Susan B. Anthony Award. Lately, she 

hasn’t had time to be as active, although she 

currently serves as Yearbook editor. Her time now is 

devoted to Boy Scouts and her church. 

Marti likes the idea that our branch partners with the 

Gail Borden Library on programs from time to time. 

Like many of us, she agrees that this is a “good way 

to get our name out there.” 

 

Meet Bonnie Hill, who says, “Having joined 

AAUW in 1977, I can honestly say it’s been a major 

part of my life since then—from Early Childhood 

Group to Art Showcase chair to branch President to 

happily just being a member. AAUW has informed 

me, made me aware and allowed me to grow. But 

the absolute BEST benefit is the fabulous members. 

Thanks to all who keep pushing us all forward.”—

Sonia Solomonson 

 

Member Travelogue 
My mother, sister and I had the pleasure of travelling 

this past month to the Civil Rights Institute in 

Birmingham, Alabama.  We traveled by car from 

Chicago south on US 65 for a pleasant 12 hours! In 

the mood for a great road trip, we made a stop at 

President Harrison’s home in Indianapolis (His wife 

was a feminist who insisted the Johns Hopkins 

Medical School be open for women!) … a  stop at 

Nashville for lunch and a photo with the guitars … 

and a stop at the Corvette Museum in Bowling 

Green! All this before we arrive safely at the Civil 

Rights Institute! 

It was a fascinating tour and I learned a great deal of 

the problems, challenges and triumphs of the civil 

rights movement. It is incomprehensible that in the 

1960’s I was so shallowly aware of the major 

struggles that were going on in my country and the 

bravery of the men and women fighting the good 

fight. The Civil Rights museum gave me chills as I 

heard, looked and listened to the history of Dr. King, 

the bravery of the youth on the freedom bus and the 

screams of the children being sprayed by the water 

hoses while being attacked by the police dogs. Dr. 

Kings’ letter from a Birmingham jail cell -

admonishing the good ministers of faith who were 

standing by instead of offering actions, are powerful 

words that we should all take to heart. 

The institute sits across the street from the 16
th

 Street 

Baptist Church where the bombing infamously killed 

four young girls in the early 60’s. The museum looks 

out upon the park where young marchers were 

clubbed, biten and water sprayed by the local police! 

I was truly appalled to realize that this history is 

NOT THAT LONG AGO OR FAR AWAY and that 

as I was enjoying college, others were being denied 

basic rights of freedom , legal rights of education 

and the dignity of life as an American. 

If you can – GO- ENJOY- LEARN- SUPPORT and 

BE ENCOURAGED by the history to know that we 

as women can make great strides in all areas of civil 

rights today! I do believe that the civil rights 

movement opened many doors for the advancement 

of the feminist and the gay movement. Our mother-

http://www.codepinkalert.org/article.php?list=type&type=3
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daughter trip was worth taking and I hope that you, 

too, can someday appreciate the institute in person! 

Civil Rights Institute – Birmingham, AL 35203    

(205) 328-9696—Fay Kitchen 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 

membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 

this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 

orientation, national origin, disability or class. 

 

AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 

equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 

advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 
 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers so that all  

women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and self-

development for women and to foster equity and positive social 

change. 

 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 

discrimination and promote gender equity through support 

of litigation and educational programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Elgin Area Branch AAUW 

 c/o Karen Patterson 
              1076 South Lancaster Circle 

 South Elgin, IL  60177      

 

 

 

 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 

 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  

 charter members. 

 

 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   

 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  

 Women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


