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  Membership Campaign Event 

          Monday June 11, 6 PM 

 

              Mary Navin’s Home 

          1182 Sherwood Ave, Elgin 
   

 

    Women of Teal are 
launching the 2012-2013 
campaign with a brief 
presentation of Elgin Area 
Branch AAUW interest 
groups, activities, programs, 
and projects (we will provide 
handouts for 2012-2013). This 
is a Shape the Future event for 
new members and prospective 
members. Current members 

are invited to bring a potential member as their 
guest.  
 
RSVP to Mary Navin  847 931-0351 or 
jpn98@aol.com or Becky Olson 847 697-5683 or 
rso_8mpp@yahoo.com 
 
Light dessert fare. 
   

          
                  Calendar 
 

 June 6       Movie Discussion Group  4:30 PM 
                  Colonial Cafe 
                  The Very Exotic Marigold Hotel 

 

                   Garden Walk        
                

               Saturday June 23, 9-3 

 
We are 
featuring 
seven Elgin 
West City 
Gardens this 
year. Our 
gardens are 
lovely;  

three of them are owned by our own AAUW 
members: Terri Grow, Jean Pechtel and Pat Hill 
(her garden is at left).  Hawthorne Hill Nature 
Center will serve as a garden site anchor, where 
various artists will display and sell their work. 
Local artist Suzanne Massion is returning to paint 
on site, at one of the gardens.  This is a major 
fundraising event for our organization, plus a 
unique opportunity to connect with nature and 
friends.  Keep looking for the signup sheets which 
will be circulating at our meetings. 
 
Tickets are $12 in advance or $15 the day of the 
walk. Tickets are available from Jan Jones, Mary 
Navin or any committee member or from Books at 
Sunset, Jewel, Ace Hardware, Heinz Greenhouse, 
St. Charles, or Countryside Garden Center in 
Crystal Lake. 
 
                 Calendar, continued 

           
June 7       Chicago Art Institute Trip  
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June 11   Membership Campaign Event , 6 PM 
                Mary Navin, Hostess 
 
 
June 11      Great Books, 7 PM 
                   Gail Borden Library 
                   “An Interest in Life”   Grace Paley 
 
June 13       Good Tastes Dining  5 PM 
                   House of Tokyo,                    
                    2762 East Main St., St, Charles  
                    (route 64, east of Randall Road)   
                    Lorna Miller, Hostess                                                                                          
 
June 14        Morning Book Group 10 AM 
                     The Mysterious Private Thompson, 

                    Laura Gansler 
                    Nancy Klemm, Hostess,  
 
June 14       First  Beginning  Bridge Lesson 
                    Jan Jones, hostess 
 
June 16       Theatre Group 5:45 PM Al’s 
                    You Can’t Take It With You  8 PM 
                     Kimball Street Theatre 
                     Gareth Sitz, hostess 
 
June 18       20s and 30s Book Group  7 PM 
                    Gail Borden Library 
                    Mistress of the Art of Death 

                    Ariana Franklin 
                     
June 18        Evening Crafters   7 PM 
                     Candlewick Pillow 
                     Lee Engman, Hostess 
 
 June 19       Memoir Group, 11:30 AM 
                    Gareth Sitz, Hostess 
 
June 22       Voter Registration Campaign 2 PM 
                    Streamwood Police Station 
                    Nicki Skogfeldt, Hostess 
 
June 23        Garden Walk  9-3 
 
June 26       Reel Women/Real Women  6 PM 
                   Gail Borden  Library                 
                   An Education (2009)   PG-13 
 

June 27      Current Literature, 7 PM 
                   The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

                   Rebecca Skloot 
                   Sharon Spaates, Hostess 
 
June 29        Out and About 8:30 AM 
                    Genghis Khan Exhibit, Field Museum 
                    Rachel Campbell, Hostess    
                                       
June 30       Theater Group  5:30 PM Potluck 
                    Pride and Prejudice 8 PM 
                    Elgin Art Showcase 
                    Gareth Sitz, Hostess 
 

                  July  

 
 July 9          Turnover Board Potluck 6  PM 
                     Beverly Lovett, Hostess 
 
July 9           Great Books 7 PM 
                     Gail Borden Library 
                      “The Garden of Forking Paths” 
                      Jorge Luis Borges 
 
July ?            Date to be decided in June 
                     Movie Discussion Group  4:30 PM 
                       Colonial Café,  Bernie 

 
July 11         Out and About  9:30 AM 
                     Cantigny Gardens and Museums 
                     Wheaton 
                      Rachel Campbell, Hostess 
 
July 12        Morning Book Group 10 AM 
                     Claude and Camille 

                     Stephanie Cowell 
                     Meg Still, Hostess  
         
July 14        Theater Group  5:45 PM Potluck 
                     Elgin Art Showcase 8 PM 
                     Two Gentlemen of Verona 

                     Medina Gross, hostess 
 
July 16          Evening Crafters   7 PM 
                      Candlewick Pillow, continued 
                      Jelayne Ewers,  Hostess 
                       
July 17           Memoir Group 1 PM 
                       Pattie Harkin, Hostess 
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July 23          20s and 30s Book Club  7 PM 
                      Gail Borden Library 
                      Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare 

 
July 24          Reel Women/Real Women 6 PM 
                      Gail Borden Library 
                       Easy A (2010)  PG-13 
 
July 25          Current Literature  7  PM 
                      The Glass Room. Simon Mawer 
                      Lynn Harper, Hostess 
 

                     August 

 

 
Aug  1       Movie Discussion Group  4:30 PM 
                   Colonial Café 
 
Aug 9         Morning Book Group 10 AM 
                   Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

                   Jamie Ford 
                   Judy Fishburn, Hostess 
            
Aug 13      Great Books 7  PM 
                  Gail Borden Library 
                  Jayne Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 
 
Aug 20      Evening Crafters  7 PM 
                  Feather Tree 
                  Linda Rusenovich, Hostess 
 
Aug 22      Current Literature, 7 PM 
                  Unbroken. Laura Hillenbrand 
                   Judy Kaulfuss, Hostess 
 
Aug 24      Out and About 9 AM 
                   American Craft Exposition 
                   Henry Crown Sports Pavilion 
                   Northwestern University 
                   Rachel Campbell, Hostess 
 
Aug 27       20s and 30s Book Club  7 PM 
                   Gail Borden Library 
                   The Hobbit,  J.R.R. Tolkien    
 
Aug 27        Board meeting 7 pm 
                    Judy Mavros, Hostess 
 
Aug 28         Reel Women/Real Woman  6 PM 
                     Gail Borden Library  
                     Martha Marcy May Marlene (2011) R 

            Presidents’ Message 
                      From Carol Cowles 

 

 

As those you who are or were in the education field 
know, the end of the year is a bustle of activity and 
always a little bittersweet.  I find myself in that 
place as I write this letter for our AAUW newsletter 
summer edition. It has been a wonderful year for the 
Elgin Branch! Several of the concluding activities 
contributed to our “Grand Finale”!  Shirley May 
Byrnes, Jeanne Hebeisen, Judy Mavros, Nikki 
Skogfeldt, and I attended the AAUW Illinois 88th 
Annual Convention where we were inspired by the 
Keynote Address given by Amy Blackwell, AAUW 
Director-at-Large.  In addition to  sharing a great 
deal of good news about AAUW’s influence on a 
national level,  and affirming the supportive 
underpinnings at the state level, she made a number 
of suggestions for building a healthy branch  at the 
local level.  Our Elgin Branch is already moving in 
the very directions she highlighted!   
 
Another wonderful activity that brought closure and 
recognition to the year was the Annual May Dinner 
Meeting at the Elgin Country Club.  What a 
beautiful setting for a festive occasion!  
Recognizing our NCCWSL scholarship recipients, 
Allison Coons and Victoria Rodriguez and meeting 
our Elgin Branch Scholarship winner, Billeca 
Palmer was inspiring!  We can contribute so much 
to young women in terms of publicly affirming the 
good choices they have made and financially 
supporting their leadership training and educational 
pursuits!   We commended our own leaders as well: 

o From 88th Annual Convention: 
Newsletter Recognition:  Medina 
Gross, Jeanne Hebeisen, Beverly 
Lovett  

o International Affairs Program 
Achievement- Barb Evans  

o AAUW Funds- Named Grant: Lorna 
Miller, Margarete Schmoldt 

o Spice Award- Becky Olsen 
o Susan B. Anthony – Gareth Sitz 
o Elgin Image Award  
o YWCA Leadership Nominee – Wilma 

Booth (who became THE winner!) 
 

Finally, Thanks to Margaret Keen’s leadership, the 
concluding activity of the Latina STEM project was 
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a fitting conclusion to our first year of commitment 
to young Latinas in our community.  In 
collaboration with Girl Scouts, U-46, LULAC, and 
our Batavia, Geneva, St. Charles AAUW Branch, 
we volunteered on Saturday, May 12, for a 
fascinating hands on STEM exploration at Elgin 
High School!  The friendships we are forming with 
the young women who participate in this project 
bode well for our future and theirs! 
 
Bittersweet, indeed…but the sweet success of the 
program year and the increased membership will 
propel us into our summer events and beyond! 
 
 

    Branch General Meeting Minutes 
                     From Jeanne Hebeisen 
   

Co-President Carol Cowles called the meeting to 
order at 7 PM  on May 8, 2012, at the Elgin Country 
Club.   
 
Medina Gross introduced Victoria Rodriguez and 
Allison Coons, two young women we are 
sponsoring for the NCCWSL conference, who each 
spoke briefly about their background and future 
plans. 
 
Co-President Judy Mavros introduced Jeanne 
Hebeisen, who presented a eulogy for Shirley 
Simon, written by Medina, Rachel Bloomberg and 
Jeanne. 
 
MEMBERSHIP – Becky Olson distributed  surveys 
to be filled out that night. She introduced five new 
members: Patti Harkin, Jane Watson, Susan Collins, 
Janet Eberhardt and Pam Schnecke.  Each told us a 
little about herself.   Members should include their 
names on the survey so the Co-Presidents will know 
the interests of members when they look for board 
members.  
 
TEASURER – Shirley May Byrnes said that the 
Treasurer’s reports were sent by email. 
 
LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP – Mary Navin said our 
recipient, Billeca Palmer, came from Chicago with 
her friend 
Ardis.  Anne Marblestone said it took the committee 
over for hours of deliberation to select her.  The 
committee 

was very impressed by the caliber of the 
applications.   Most applications were submitted 
over the Web.  Ms.: with an accounting 
degree, and eventually become a certified public 
accountants. The job situation is very good. 
in this field, especially in the fraud area.  She wants 
to be in a position to protect employees.  She has an  
internship at Abbott Labs this summer.  Billeca said 
just because you come from the slums of Chicago 
you don’t have to stay 
there.  She wants to be a role model. 
 
DIVERSITY – Margaret Keen gave a run-down of 
the STEM projects in which our branch has been 
involved.  In September the Association was 
encouraging us to get involved in STEM projects.  
There were 65 girls at the December event at 
Judson, 100 girls at the engineering event at South 
Elgin High and the U-46 Planetarium, and over 
1,000 girls and boys (and 18 volcanoes) at the 
Science Fair at the Library in April, with AAUW 
members serving as some of the judges.   She said 
there is a great need for volunteers.  Phase 2 will be 
next year.  Margaret said Marcia Cameron has been 
a great advisor.  The two of them are forming a Task 
Force to help them in overseeing the requests for 
other groups that want to participate with us on 
STEM projects and asked members to sign up.  We 
have had requests from the Girl Scouts, the Elgin 
Police Department and other AAUW branches, 
among others.  She thanked all those who have 
helped in the past.                         
 
AWARDS – Carol announced the awards our 
branch received at the Illinois convention in April:  
Our newsletter (Editors Medina, Beverly Lovett, 
and Jeanne); International Affairs Program 
Achievement (Barbara Evans. International 
Relations Chair); AAUW Funds Named Gift; and 
Spice Award for Becky Olson).  She also mentioned 
that the Susan B. Anthony Award went to o Gareth 
Sitz, our branch received the Elgin Image Award 
and we nominated Wilma Booth for the YWCA 
Leadership Margaret Hillis Award for the Arts. 
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY – Karen 
Patterson said she was passing a card for members 
to sign, to send to Shirley Simon’s daughters.  She 
also mentioned that Curves, one of our newsletter 
advertisers, was offering us a free membership next 
week.  
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GARDEN WALK – Jan Jones said she had booklets 
for sale for the Walk.  She also had tickets for the 
rain barrel to be raffled off on the day of the walk.  
They could use a few more hostesses. 
 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE – Muriel Fenzel said 
the committee will be meeting on May 22 to plan 
next year’s programs.  Contact her or Judy Fishburn 
with any suggestions.   
 

GARAGE SALE – Beverly said tables are needed.  
Anyone who needs items picked up should call her.   
 
Judy said thanks for a wonderful year and requested 
Board members take one of the roses she and Carol 
brought for them.  The summer Board meeting will 
be on July 9, for current members and incoming 
members.  She asked all members to say “yes” if 
asked to serve on the Board. 
 
Carol Cowles won the free membership drawing.  
Our Named Grant recipient was out the country, and 
will be honored at the September meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Recording Secretary Jeanne Hebeisen 
 

 

     NEW STEM TASK FORCE 

 
       CALL FOR MEMBERS 

 
Margaret Keen (mkeen38@comcast.net) and 

Marcia Cameron (mec515@sbcglobal.net) 
 Within the past year, our branch has been 
approached by U-46, the Northern Illinois Girls 
Scouts of America, the Elgin Police Department, 
and other AAUW branches throughout the country 
with requests to discuss and collaborate on Science, 
Technology, Engineeriing, and Math (STEM) 
projects.  Opportunities to participate in projects 
that align with AAUW’s mission and that address 
community needs continue to present themselves.   
 Your help is needed!  Your interest in STEM is 
needed to help assess what we’ve done, to help 
consider the requests that continue to come our 
way, and to make recommendations to the Board 
about future STEM opportunities.   

 The STEM Task Force will be an oversight 
committee that fields the incoming requests to 
participate; makes recommendations to the Board 
about our branch's involvement; recruits volunteers 
to manage projects; generates interest among 
members to volunteer and support our STEM 
efforts; considers resource needs.   
 Please let us know by June 30th if you are 
interested.   (A few of you let us know of your 
interest at the Annual Dinner ... so we are off to a 
good start!)  The first meeting of the STEM Task 
Force will be in late July.  The committee will meet 
regularly thereafter – details will be worked through 
at the initial Task Force meeting in July.  We hope 
to have a robust response to this call and look 
forward to working with you! 
 

    

        Membership Matters 
            From Becky Olson 
 

 

Wow, has this been a busy year for the Elgin Area 
Branch of AAUW! Our membership continues to 
grow. At the May meeting at the Elgin Country 
Club, we added two new members and our newest 
“Women of Teal” were welcomed too. The 
committee collected completed surveys regarding 
our activities. A copy of that survey is included in 
this newsletter. Rachel Campbell will be tabulating 
those results. Members who have not submitted 
their views are asked to send their responses to her. 
We’ll let you know the results. Additionally, the 
committee has been working on a special kickoff 
event for June 11. A copy of that flyer is included 
with this newsletter. Please come and bring a 
potential member. New members will be eligible to 
join at the reduced rate of $47.50. We are looking 
forward to another great year. Oh, yes, renew  your 
membership and send dues of $72 to Joan 
Hayashida. Of that amount, $46 is tax deductible. 
Our membership year is July 1,.2012, through June 
30, 2013. ALSO: It’s graduation time, consider 
giving a grad a free gift membership to the national 
association. State and local dues will cost $23. 
Pictures for the 2012-2013 Yearbook were taken at 
the annual meeting. We will be setting up another 
picture date and we hope you will want to let our 
newest members know the current members by 
sight, too. Meet and greet our latest “Women of 
Teal”: 
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Susan Di Liberti Collins was 
born in Abilene, KS. She 
moved to Illinois in 9th grade. 
Susan attended ECC and is a 
graduate of Barat College 
which was located in Lake 
Forest, IL Her Master's in 
Education was earned in 1996 
at National Louis University. 
She has been a full-time 

teacher in U-46 since 2001. She is an 8-year 
representative for the Elgin Teachers Assn. and has 
recently completed two 3-year terms as an 
elected member of the U-46 Instructional Council. 
Susan is an avid reader and a student of current 
events and history. She follows politics and is 
concerned about the impact on women's rights and 
issues.  She supports Planned Parenthood and the 
ACLU. She participates in a Sunday morning 
breakfast book-study group that she started three 
years ago and is a member of the Wise Women, an 
on-going "small group" of women from Epworth 
UMC in Elgin. She has two children, Kate & Sean. 
 

Janet L. Eberhardt is 

passionate about teaching – a 
career she decided to pursue at 
age six. She earned a B.S. in 
Elementary Education from De 
Paul University. After teaching 
two years, she was Young 
Teacher of the Year in District 
54. Later she earned a M.A. in 
Special Ed. from Northeastern 

Illinois University. She’s enjoyed writing and 
presenting program development and training for 
teachers locally, regionally, statewide and overseas 
in France. Northern Illinois University was her 
choice to earn a Certificate of Administration and 
she served as a Summer School Principal for two 
years. She is a published author and is currently 
working on her family memoir as well as a 
children’s book of poetry. She collects dolls from 
around the world and belongs to The Fireside Doll 
Club. She shares her fossil, gem, mineral and 
seashell collections as a member of Elgin Rock and 
Mineral Club. 
 

 

 

Miriam “Mimi” Anderson 
Lytle graduated from 
Trinity High School, 
River Forest (’75), 
University of Miami 
Coral Gables FL, BA in 
Anthropology (’79) and 
Dominican University, 
River Forest, Masters in 

Library and Information Science (2009). She 
married the boy next door, John F. Lytle. They 
moved to Dundee (’91) with their three sons, then to 
Elgin (2003). Her careers included the Lizzadro 
Museum of Lapidary as Program Director and 
writer, Travel Plans International as international 
development coordinator and writer. She is 
now Gail Borden Public Library's Community 
Services and Program Development Division Chief. 
Miriam enjoys travel, gardening, walking, writing, 
reading, the North woods, and training Bella, a St. 
Bernard rescue. 

Contact information for our new members 

Susan Collins 
SDC73@comcast.net 
33 Cypress Square 
Elgin, IL .60123 
847.697.7869 
 
Janet L Eberhardt 
jeberhardt54@sbcglobal.net 
1022 Chaucer Court, Apt A 
Elgin, IL 60120-7139 
847.622-1032 
 
Patricia Harkin,  
pharkin@gmail.com 
1005 North Spring Street 
Elgin, IL 60120-2161 
847.695.0890 

Miriam Lytle 
mlytle@gailborden.info 
436 N. Alfred Ave. 
Elgin, IL 60123 
1.847.468.0138 
 
Pam Schnecke 
pschnecke@girlscoutsni.org 
209 Westridge Blvd 
Bartlett, IL 60103 
1.630.267.0915 
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Jane Watson 
113 Oak Hill Court 
St Charles, IL 60174 

 

   Reel Women for Real Women   
                       From Barbara Evans  

 

Tuesday, June 26:  An 

Education 

(2009)  PG-13 
Staring Oscar-nominated Carey 
Mulligan, with Emma Thompson 
& Peter Sarsgaard 

Adapted from a memoir by Lynn Barber and 
directed by a woman, An Education is the coming-
of-age story of a 16-year-old girl "whose love of 
fine art, classical music and French films puts her 
on a different plane than nearly everyone else in her 
life.  Enter David," continues reviewer Josh Larson, 
"a significantly older, seemingly benign man of 
money and culture.  Could he be her way out of 
bourgeoisie boredom, or will he be her ruination?  
An Education, as its title implies, gives ample 
credence to both possibilities."  Uniformly 
acclaimed by critics, this is a film that you don't 
want to miss. For a more detailed review without 
major spoilers, visit 
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/ar
ticle?AID=/20091021/REVIEWS/910219994 for 
Ebert's two-thumbs-up one.  
 

Tuesday, July 24:  Easy A  (2010)  PG-13 
Staring Emma Stone 
"The rumors of my promiscuity have been greatly 
exaggerated," says Olive, sitting in front of her 
computer prepared to set the record straight. Her 
troubles began, she explains, when she allowed her 
best friend to believe that she "did it" with a college 
guy one weekend.  Their conversation, overheard 
by the head of the high-school abstinence group, 
quickly goes viral.  Intrigued by her newly sullied 
reputation, Olive allows the rumor to stand. Then, 
when she agrees to provide sexual cover for a gay 
classmate, "the lies branch faster than a time-lapsed 
photo." 
"Building on Nathaniel Hawthorne's themes of 
innuendo and communal condemnation," this 
comedy, with "whip-smart dialogue," wrote critic 
Lisa Kennedy, "makes fine sport of the sexual 
bravado of high school fellas and the speed of 

blather via Twitter, text messaging and Facebook."  
As an added bonus, raved another critic, "It's also 
loaded with acting talent, including Stanley Tucci, 
Patricia Clarkson, Thomas Hayden Church and 
Malcom McDowell playing smart adults instead of 
the usual moronic characters that pass for adult 
roles in teen films." 
 

Tuesday, August 28:  Martha 

Marcy May Marlene 

(2001)  Rated R 
Staring Elizabeth Olsen & John Hawkes 
Winner of the Directing Award (Dramatic) for first-
time writer/director Sean Durkin at Sundance 2011, 
this film is the story of a fragile young woman who 
has escaped from a creepy, Manson-like cult and its 
charismatic leader.  Though she's safe at last, 
memories of her indoctrination and betrayal bubble 
to the surface throughout the film to present "a 
troubling portrait of how fear and abuse leave their 
tentacles in everything they touch," concludes critic 
Matt Glasby. 
 
This is the film group that our branch co-sponsors 

with Gail Borden Library, which is where the films 

are shown.  Open to the public at no charge, show 

time is 6 PM.  Discussion follows.  Food/drink may 

be brought into whichever room we're assigned for 

the evening. 
 

                         Spring Garage Sale       
                           From Beverly Lovett 

 

 I want to thank everyone who helped out with our 
spring garage sale. Thanks to all of you who 
donated items and lent tables, brought lots of plants 
to sell, helped organize and price everything, 
manned the cash box, and helped our shoppers find 
great stuff to buy. 
  
Everyone worked really hard and we’re so glad that 
Jean Jederman let us use her garage again as it’s 
such a great location. And Mary Navin and Jan 
Jones helped back me up (or more accurately also 
helped lead me!) through the set up, running, and 
closing up of the four days.  Our official net total is  
a record $1,900.56!!  
Thanks again to everyone for making this such a 
successful Garage Sale.   
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        Bridge Lessons 
                From Jan Jones 

 

      Learn to play 

“Party” Bridge!  Meg 
Still has offered to 
teach beginning bridge 
to us this summer from 
1 – 3 PM on the second, 
third, and fourth 

Thursdays in June and July. The cost will be $50 
and the monies raised will go to our EO fund. 
Several members have already indicated an interest 
and will be called to confirm. If you have NOT yet 
indicated you’d like to learn, please call Jan Jones 
or e-mail her at janbilljones@aol.com by no later 
than June 10.  The exact dates are June 14, June 21 
and June 28 and July 12, July 19 and July 26. Hope 
to see you. We will let you know the location   

 

      It’s My Vote: I Will Be Heard 
              From Nicki Skogfeldt 

 

We will be working on this woman-to-woman 
nonpartisan voter campaign in collaboration with 
the League of Women Voters. The organizational 
meeting will be on Friday June 22 from 2-3:30 PM 
at the Streamwood Police Staton. Contact Nicki for 
more information at nskogfeldt@sbcglobal.net or 
847 707-4167. 

               
              Evening Crafters 
                      From Lee Engman 

 

In June and July we will be working on a 
Candlewick Pillow from Crafts ‘n Things, February, 
2011.  Supplies needed are: 
16” x 16” square of white fabric 
16” x 16” square of backing fabric 
Pearl cotton size 3—3 skeins 
Pearl cotton size 5—1 skein 
(the pattern used blue #322, but any color can be 
used) 
Optional: Coordinating cording for edge of pillow 
embroidery hoop 
chenille needle size 22 
scissors, pillow form, etc to make pillow 
 

 June 18 we will meet at the home of Lee Engman 
(847-934-0742), 330 S. Benton, in Palatine.  To 
carpool, call Linda Rusenovich at 847-741-7636. 
 
 July 16 we will meet  at the home of Jelayne Ewers 
(847-515-1145) in Huntley.  She lives at 13426 
Dakota Fields in Del Webb.  To carpool, call Linda. 
 
 August 20 we will be anticipating Christmas by 
making a simple embroidered Feather Tree picture 
as seen in the Create and Decorate Holiday edition 
from 2010.  Supplies needed are:  a 13” x 6”   
(that’s what they call for, but should probably be 
larger as that is the finished size!) piece of off white 
linen, embroidery floss in gold, green, and red. 
needle, [hoop], scissors, 13” x 6” frame.  We will be 
meeting at Linda’s home in Elgin, 160 Kathleen.  
Patterns will be provided for both projects. 
 
Our meetings are open to any interested members.  
If not interested in the project, just come for the 
dessert and conversation. 
 
 

                  Out and About  

              Summer Excursions 
                      From Rachel Campbell 

 

The Out and About Committee has planned several 
events for the summer.  We hope you will be able to 
join us.  Please notify Rachel by telephone or email 
if you plan to join us for any of these events.  We 
don’t want to leave anyone behind. 
 
June 29 (Friday)  The Genghis Khan Exhibit at the 
Field Museum.  “Outstanding” and  “Not to be 
Missed” are two descriptions we heard about this 
exhibition.  Check the Museum’s website for more 
details about this extensive show.  Meet at the 
National Street Train Station to catch the 8:30 a.m. 
train.  We will take a bus to the Field Museum and 
then enjoy the exhibit. 
 
July 11  (Wednesday)  We will visit Cantigny 
Gardens and Museums in Wheaton, IL.  There are 
two Museums on the grounds and the gardens are 
lovely.  There is a fine restaurant , or, if you choose, 
bring a picnic lunch to enjoy at the many picnic 
areas on the grounds.  Meet at Rachel’s at 9:30 AM. 
and then we will carpool to Cantigny.  We’ll have a 
beautiful day. 
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August 24  (Friday)   American Craft Exposition   
Henry Crown Sports Pavilion on the campus of 
Northwestern University.   This is one of the most 
outstanding craft shows in the nation.  Exhibitors 
from around the country show their beautiful work.  
Meet at Rachel’s at 9 AM.   We will carpool to 
Evanston to enjoy this lovely show. 
 

       Summer Theatre Parties 
           From Medina Gross 

 
We will be doing three summer theatre parties! 
Guests are welcome at all of these events. You 
many join us just for the show, for dinner, or both. 
 
June 16 You Can’t Take It With You featuring 
Shirley May Byrnes as Mrs. Kirby in this Elgin 
Theater Company production of the Moss Hart 
classic at the Kimball Street Theatre. 
http://www.facebook.com/ElginTheatreCo. 
Meet at Al’s at 5:30 PM. Show is at 8 PM. Group 
rate for tickets is $10. Contact 
GarethSitz@yahoo.com by June 11. 
 
Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility will be put on 
by Janus Theatre at 8 PM on June 30. We will have 
a potluck supper at Gareth’s house at 5:30 PM.  The  
director or producer will join us before we get to 
Elgin Art Showcase at 8 PM. Group rate is $13. 
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20120520/subm
itted/120529999/ 
 
Shakespeare’s Two Gentlemen of Verona will be 
presented by Janus Theatre at Elgin Art Showcase 
on July 14. We will meet at Medina’s house at 5:45 
PM for a potluck supper. The show is at 8 PM. 
Group rate is $13. Reserve with 
medinag@gmail.com, preferably one week before 
for both of these shows. 

 
         2012 Scholarship Recipient 

               Billeka Palmer 

             From Mary Navin 

   
Our AAUW scholarship committee (Ruth Bradburn, 
Judy Mavros, Nancy Burnidge, Rachel Campbell,M 
arge Fox, Anne Marblestone, Mary Navin and Carol 
Cowles) was very pleased to select Billeka Palmer 
as this year’s scholarship recipient.  She is a young 

woman from Chicago who is 
continuing her education at 
DePaul University in 
Chicago.   Her educational 
goal is to earn her degree by 
the fall of 2013.  Her 
professional goal is to receive 
a Certified Public Accounting 
designation, become a   
Certified Fraud Examiner, and 
also obtain Certified Internal 

Auditor recognition.  Her goal is to work with 
companies to protect employees and taxpayers, 
providing honest and ethical environment in the 
business setting. 
 

As Billeka said, “I want to touch on the portion of 
the AAUW mission statement that focuses on 
positive social change.  I translate this to mean the 
way women are viewed, whether it is by the world, 
our peers, ourselves, and most importantly, by the 
next generation.  Where I come from, there were no 
positive, tangible female role models.  Many of my 
peers embrace an unsavory image or lifestyle and 
there was nothing positive about their progression. I 
wanted to be a mentor in community; I wanted to 
show the upcoming generation that because you 
come from the slums of Chicago, it doesn’t mean 
that you have to stay there.  It is possible to strive 
for more and actually obtain your goals.  That is 
why I am in school getting my degree, so I can be a 
role model for the little ones who look up to me.” 
 
It was a very rewarding challenge to choose Billeka 
from over 20 applicants.  There were many 
outstanding applications and the committee 
acknowledged it was a very difficult decision.  We 
felt that we introduced and publicized AAUW to 
many young women who were open and receptive 
to new scholarship opportunities. 
 

    Thank You From Wilma Booth 

 
Dear AAUW Friends: 
  
Thank you for honoring me with the nomination 
for the Margaret Hillis Award for the Arts 
presented at the YWCA Leader Luncheon.  Judy 
Mavros and Jo Ann Armenta are to be 
commended for the paperwork they completed so 
graciously.  I want to express special thanks to the 
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AAUW members who joined me at the luncheon 
and showed their enthusiastic support.  Your 
kindness and encouragement are deeply 
appreciated. 
  
Most sincerely, 
Wilma Booth  
 

     Shirley Simon Eulogy May 8, 2012 
Jeanne Hebeisen with Medina Gross and                     

Rachel Bloomberg 

 

I can’t remember when I first met Shirley Simon; I 
am sure it was at an AAUW meeting.  But I really 
got to know her well when we traveled to the 
Goodman Theatre together, solving the problems of 
the world. 
 
Shirley Simon was born in Chicago in 1918, where 
she attended grade school, high school and Chicago 
Teacher’s College.  During World War II she taught 
radio electronics to servicemen. Later she taught at 
Nettlehorst School in Chicago. She had a lifelong 
interest in plants and a great thirst for knowledge. 
She was introduced to  Wilbur Simon  by a friend, 
and she and Wilbur only knew each other for a 
month when they married. She got pregnant on her 
honeymoon, and her first daughter Eleanor was 
born when she was 39. Miriam followed  a few 
years later. Wilbur died from falling off a ladder in 
1984, so she was a widow for almost 30 years. 
 
Shirley joined our branch in 1969 and, as an active 
member, served as chair of many committees over 
the years, including Status of Women, 
Environmental Studies group, Money Matters, and 
Nominating Committee, and Chair of Cultural 
Interests.  She was a recipient of our Susan B. 
Anthony Award as well as  an EO Named Grant 
Award two times; she was awarded a Loyalty 
Award at the Illinois State Convention in 200. She 
was honored as one of Congregation Kneseth 
Israel’s Grande Dames in 2010. 
 
Gardening was one of Shirley’s major passions, and 
she loved taking any and all on tours of her garden 
and sharing her plants. She sold plants and cuttings 
to members for the benefit of EF (previous 
incarnation of EO), and by showcasing her garden 
for our Garden Walk. Many of us have plants from 
her garden as remembrances of her.   

 
Shirley lived her life intentionally and well. She  
conserved resources and was a good steward in 
many ways: 
 

  of her body - she exercised by herself, worked 
in the garden, went to exercise class and was 
very careful  about what she ate 
 
  of her mind – she continually sought out new 
challenges; read widely; listened to NPR; 
traveled through Elderhostel; took classes at the 
Morton Arboretum and photography classes at 
ECC; and attended educational meetings through 
AAUW and the League of Women Voters 
 
 of her financial resources - belonged to the 
AAUW stock club, Risky Business; was careful 
about what she spent, although her home was 
filled with beautiful objects and she traveled and 
went to the theater and the opera 
 
 of her property - she had an incredible number 
of species of plants on a relatively small lot, but 
she knew the name of each and every one 
(common and Latin) - (She had exacting 
standards, once telling me of the  poor soul who 
had to follow her around in her yard pruning to 
her exact specifications. He never came back  – 
to their mutual satisfaction, I am sure.); she took 
really good care of her house - Dick Berna, who 
did  some work for her, told Medina, “If  you can 
work for Shirley, you can work for anybody.); 
was involved  with a zoning issue when a 
neighbor had a business involving customers 
coming  to her home, and Shirley prevailed. 

 
 of the planet’s resources - she used cloth 
napkins instead of paper long before others; she 
recycled paper  and glass  
 
 of her friendships--she kept in touch with people 
from many parts of her life; made new friends 
all during  her life, through AAUW, the League, 
the synagogue, her exercise class; was a great 
story teller and told stories of her early life. She 
was very encouraging to young people. 
 
 of her family--stayed in touch with her extended 
family and Wilbur’s extended family; visited her 
sister-in- law Frieda Simon daily after Frieda had 
Alzheimer’s; was close to her daughters and 
sons-in-law and her  granddaughter Abigail and 
grandson William 
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 of her spiritual life—was active in Hadassah, 
faithfully attended services on Saturday morning 
and the  adult study group on Sunday morning 
(said it was important to be part of a community 
even though she  wasn’t sure she believed in God 
 
 of  her involvement outside her home - from her 
first teaching job, to a plant business, as a 
reference librarian, and through work as a 
community volunteer; she loved the arts and was 
very involved with the AAUW Art Showcase 
and Art for All, as both an organizer and 
exhibitor.  She took her nature photography to 
another level  later in life, when she took classes 
at ECC in digital altering of photographs to 
create a new form of art.  She was very proud to 
display her work. 

 

Shirley was also a good steward as she exited life; 
she didn’t want to use extraordinary measures to 
prolong her life. She knew she was fortunate to 
have lived as long as she had, and it was enough.  
Shirley knew what was important, and made time 
for it in her life. She had strong beliefs and she 
stuck to them.  All of these qualities made for a long 
and productive life. .Medina’s daughter, Rachel, 
told of a story of when she was at the library and 
Shirley was registering voters at 89 years of age, 
and Rachel told her friend, “I want to be like that.” 
 
Shirley had an incredible network. She had 
encouraged many young women  (and men) who 
were very loyal to her. When she was no longer 
able to drive at night, she was able to continue 
attending AAUW, League of Women Voters, Art 
for All and synagogue meetings, playing bridge, 
and going to the theater in Elgin and Chicago, 
because she had no shortage of people who were 
happy to drive her.  She had the gift of making you 
feel as if you were someone special.  Anyone who 
knew her knew she was “one-of-a-kind 
 

 

 

 

Message from Newsletter Editors 
 
 
The deadline for the September newsletter will be 
Augusst 20.  Be sure to always submit items as a 

Word Document to all three editors: 

 

        Medina Gross – medinag@gmail.com 
        Jeanne Hebeisen – jeanne@mc.net 
        Beverly Lovett -- lovett1988@comcast.net 
 

                  Website  
 
Updates should be submitted to Marcia Cameron 
mec515@sbcglobal.net by the first of the month. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 
 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

   AAUW’s Educational Opportunities 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             1076 South Lancaster Circle 
South Elgin, IL  60177      
 
 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


