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Left to right, Libby Hoeft, incoming Co-President, Juanita 

Brook and Muriel Fenzel, retiring Co-Presidents, and Rachel 

Campbell, incoming Co-President. 

 

 

 
 

              A view of our May 17 banquet 

 

 

 

                     

                      Calendar    
                     

                          June 
 

June 7     Current Movie Discussion  4:30 pm 

                King Arthur: Legend of the Sword 

                Colonial Cafe, McLean Boulevard 

 

June 8     Morning Book Group  9:30 am 

                A Man Called Ove 

                Fredrik Bachman 

                Hostess: Ruth Bradburn 

  

June 12   Great Books  7 pm 

               Gail Borden Public Library 

               Their Eyes Were Watching God 

               Zora Neale Hurston 

 

June 14   Good Tastes   5 pm 

               The Office, 201 E. Main St.  

               St. Charles   630 549 0287 

 

June 19   Knitting/Crochet Group 1 pm 

               Hostess: Patty Harkin 

               Bring any project you are working on 

                 to share with group. All welcome! 

  

June 22   Women and Culture 2:30 pm 

               Extraordinary Women, social and planning  

               Hostess: Sue Schulz 

 

June 27   Reel Women/Real Women  6 pm 

               Gail Borden Public Library 

               Hidden Figures 

 

June 28   Evening Book Group  7 pm 

               A Man Called Ove 

               Fredric Bachman 

               Hostess:  Muriel Fenzel 

 

 

 

 

AAUW TIMES 
Elgin Area Branch 

1920-2016 
 
 

Working for 96 years to promote equity for all women and girls, 
Life-long education and positive social change 
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June 29  Shape the Future Event  5:30 pm 

               For prospective and new members    

               Hostess:  Mary Navin 

  

                               July 
 

July 5   Current Movie Discussion  4:30 pm 

             Colonial Cafe, McLean Boulevard 

             Movie TBA 

 

July 6  Joint Board Meeting  6 pm 

            Turnover board meeting and potluck 

            Hostess:  Muriel Fenzel 

 

July 10  Great Books 7 pm 

             Gail Borden Public Library 

             Pigeon Feathers 

             John Updike 

 

July 12 Great Tastes  5 pm 

             Location TBA 

            

July 13  Morning Book Group  9:30 am 

              Bittersweet 

              Colleen McCullough 

              Hostess:  Mary Navin 

 

July 17  Knitting/Crochet Group  1 pm 

             Hostess: TBA 

 

July 22 Women and Culture 10 am 

            Centro de Informacion Donation Garden Party  

               with our Muslim Women Connection 

              Hostess:  Sue Schulz 

 

July 25  Reel Women/Real Women 6 pm 

             Gail Borden Public Library 

             The Zookeeper’s Wife 

 

July 26  Evening Book Group  7 pm 

             The Civil War of Julia Ward Howe 

             Elaine Schowalter 

             Hostess: Lorna Miller 

      

                        August 
 

Aug 2   Current Movie Discussion  4 pm 

            Colonial Cafe, McLean Boulevard 

            Movie TBA 

 

Aug 9   Great Tastes  5 pm 

             Location TBA 

 

Aug 10 Morning Book Group  9:30 am 

             Between the World and Me 

            Ta-Nahesi Coates 

             Hostess:  Rachel Campbell 

 

 

Aug 14  Great Books  7 pm 

             Gail Borden Public Library 

             My Name is Asher Lev 

             Chaim Potok 

 

Aug 20 September newsletter deadline 

 

Aug 21  Knitting/Crochet Group  1 pm 

              Hostess: Juanita Brook 

 

Aug 22  Reel Women/Real Women 6 pm 

              Gail Borden Public Library 

              The Salesman 

 

Aug 23  Evening Book Group  7 pm 

              Between the World and Me 

              Ta-Nahesi Coates 

              Hostess:  Patty Golden 

 

Aug 26 Women and Culture  1 pm 

             Meet and Greet outreach to Laotian Women 

             Hostess:  Sue Schulz 

 

Aug 28  Board Meeting 7 pm 

             Hostess:  TBA 

 

 

                  Co-Presidents’ Letter 
From Muriel Fenzel 

 

This will be Juanita Brook and my last opportunity to thank all 

of you who have been so instrumental in making this past year 

as Co-Presidents for our Elgin Branch of AAUW so exciting. 

Our programs were outstanding and mission-based. Patty 

Harkin and Gareth Sitz pursued a “Leg-Up Grant” for a very 

special event we could not have afforded otherwise. Our own 

members created two of our other outstanding programs: Sue 

Schulz with the “Identity Walk Salon” which opened our eyes 

as to just how un-diverse we really were. Gareth Sitz also 

facilitated a dramatic presentation at Larkin High School using 

AAUW core values by improvisation of true experiences 

students are dealing with in today’s high schools. Thank you 

all.  

 

As a result of our Salons, a “Women and Culture” group was 

formed aimed at increasing our diversity, understanding and 

inclusivity of our branch members. We had a tour and lecture 

at a Hindu Temple. We met at the homes of two Muslim 

women with their daughters and friends on two separate 

occasions for the purpose of sharing, friendship and 

understanding.  

 

We have consciously become involved in various community 

events with the focus on inclusivity and diversity. We were 

represented at the Martin Luther King weekend event and the 

International Festival.  We became a member of the Hispanic 

Network in Elgin and have provided volunteers at the Centro 

de Informacion. 

 

Our membership joined in the “Elgin Standing Together 

“Parade Event after the Inauguration. We have always 

supported Women’s History Month Brunch and have taken 

part in Pay Equity Day. Our new Community Liaison chair, 

Judy Fishburn, started a tradition of involvement in additional 

community projects: The Long Red Line, a sexual abuse and 
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harassment support event at ECC. She is now working on the 

Civic Engagement Fair to be held in Elgin this summer.  

 

Our Membership Chairs are always on the move and this year 

we started the “Befrienders” members to welcome new 

members of our branch.  They have also continued the very 

successful social gatherings for new members as well as a 

social gathering for prospective members. “Bring Food and 

they will come” could be our mantra.  Many thanks to 

Rosemary Dyson and Sue Schulz and their membership 

committee for these projects.  

 

Thank you all, especially for all of our capable and dedicated 

officers and chair persons for a great and memorable year for 

our AAUW Elgin Branch as well as for us personally. 

 

 

                    Branch Minutes 
                                     

                                 April 29  
 

Co-President, Juanita Brook started our Branch Meeting at 

1:10 at the City or Elgin Riverside Water Treatment Facility 

on River Road. 

 

Joyce Causey made a motion to approved the minutes from 

our January meeting  as emailed, Jane Watson seconded, 

motion passed. 

 

Treasurer, Linda Knight, The Treasurer's Report was approved 

as emailed and will be filed for audit.  

 

Co-Program Chair, Patty Harkin said they will be sending a 

questionnaire.  

 

Co- Membership Chairs, Rosemary Dyson and Sue Schulz-

Reported the Getting Together Event for newer members went 

very well. Dues are now due. Shape the Future will be June 29 

at Mary Navins. Please invite prospective members. New 

hand-out cards will be distributed at the annual meeting.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Community Liaison-Judy Fishburn- Reported the Equal Pay 

Day Event at ECC and the library was well received. She 

passed out recipes for the candy bars. We will have a table at 

Civic Engagement Expo, June 24. She asked for ideas. 

 

Diversity-Sue Schulz-Reported we have several members 

volunteering at Central de Information. They will have their 

major fundraiser in Sept. Women in Culture is looking for 

ideas on how to reciprocate to the Muslim women who hosted 

their meeting. Women in Culture will meet May 25 at Patty 

Harkin’s home.  

 

EO Funds- Jan Jones and Beverly Lovett – The garage sale 

will be at Jean Jederman’s home. Sign-up sheet was passed.  

 

Local Scholarship-Nanci Alanis and Rachel Campbell – 

Rachel reported the scholarship applications are all in and the 

committee will meet Wednesday to make the selection. There 

are 6 applications. 

Nominating-Julie Ford and Becky Olson, Juanita Brooks made 

the announcement for the committee. 

President: Rachel Campbell and Libby Hoeft 

VP-Membership: Rosemary Dyson and Sue Schulz 

VP-Programs: Tish Calhamer and Gareth Sitz 

Secretary: Juanita Brook 

Corresponding Secretary: Karen Patterson 

Treasurer: Linda Knight 

Nominating Committee: 

Sara Ellen Anderson, Sandy Kaptain, Nancy Klemm, Chris 

Saletta, Rita Shaw. 

Alternatives, Nancy Lamia, Sharon LeCount. 

 

 

Social Chairs, Mary Ellen Barbezat and Jane Watson- We will 

have lunch at the Village Square in South Elgin after the 

meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Hill, Secretary  

 

                                 May 17 
 

Co-President, Muriel Fenzel started our Branch Meeting at 

7:15 at Randall Oaks Golf Course. She thanked the Social 

Committee, Jane Watson and Mary Ellen Barbezat. We had a 

moment of silence to remember Kathy Turnquist. 

 

The minutes from our April branch meeting were approved as 

emailed. 

 

Treasurer, Linda Knight, The Treasurer's Report was approved 

as emailed and will be filed for audit. The budget meeting will 

be organized soon. 

 

Co-Program Chair, Gareth Sitz- Thanked Patty Harkin for her 

past 2 years of service and welcomed Tish Calhamer as new 

co-chair. 

 

Co- Membership Chair, Rosemary Dyson-Read the list of new 

members this past year and introduced those that were present. 

Shape the Future event will be at Mary Navin’s on June 29 

 

Membership Treasurer, Becky Olson with the help of Julie 

Ford drew the 5 names for free national membership dues. 

Rachel Bloomberg, Liola Carey, Carol Wieg, Norma Smith 

and Sharon Spates 

 

Co-Presidents' Report, Muriel Fenzel- reported we had 5 

members attend the State Convention.  Juanita and Muriel will 

both attend the National Convention in Washington DC. She 

encouraged members to vote in the AAUW National 

Elections. She reminded retiring and incoming board members 

to bring their end of the year reports to the combined board 

meeting July 6. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Nominating Co Chairs, Becky Olson and Julie Ford presented 

the slate of officers that were nominated at the April meeting. 

All were elected.                               
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President: Rachel Campbell and Libby Hoeft  

EO Funds 

EO Funds 

VP-Membership: Rosemary Dyson and Sue Schulz 

VP-Programs: Tish Calhamer and Gareth Sitz 

Secretary: Juanita Brook 

Corresponding Secretary: Karen Patterson 

Treasurer: Linda Knight 

Nominating Committee: 

Sara Ellen Anderson, Sandy Kaptain, Nancy Klemm, Chris 

Saletta, Rita Shaw. 

Alternatives, Nancy Lamia and Sharon LeCount. 

 

Local Scholarship- Rachel Campbell thanked her committee, 

Mary Navin, Marge Fox and Carol Wieg. She then read a few 

words about our recipient, Elizabeth Venegas. Elizabeth 

thanked us for the scholarship and then her mother was 

introduced.  

 

Awards-Mary Navin-Announced our State nominee for Agent 

of Change was Sandy Kaptain. Our YWCA Leader Luncheon 

nominee was Gareth Sitz.   

We had two Susan B Anthony Award recipients. Mary Ellen 

Barbezat presented Sue Schulz and Becky Olson and Sonja 

Solomonson presented Rosemary Dyson.  

Our Named Grants/Gift Award recipient was presented by 

Wilma Booth to Jelayne Ewers. 

 

EO Funds- Jan Jones reported we made over $1800 from our 

spring garage sale. 

 

Community Liaison-Judy Fishburn- We will be a part of the 

Civic Engagement Expo/Fair at the Gail Borden Library June 

24. 

 

Diversity-Patty Harkin reported for Sue Schulz that the next 

Women and Culture meeting will be at her home on May 25.  

  

New Business-Rachel Campbell and Libby Hoeft presented 

the out-going Co Presidents with flowers and a huge thank 

you for a job well done. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Barbara Evans and seconded 

by Marcia Cameron. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Hill, Secretary  

 

                 Membership Matters 
                             From Rosemary Dyson 

 

Let’s Shape the Future with New Members 

 

Mark your calendars! The Elgin Area Branch AAUW will be 

holding a Shape the Future event on Thursday, June 29, 5:30 

p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at the home of Mary Navin. The Shape the 

Future membership campaign is a recruitment tool for current 

members to offer a discounted rate to prospective members. 

This is an opportunity for Elgin Area Branch members to 

invite prospective members to an event with food, beverage 

and lots of information about the ways that AAUW advances 

equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, 

philosophy and research. 

 

With this campaign, new members and students can take 50 

percent off the national dues rate when they join on the spot 

during an AAUW public event. Branches also earn one free 

national membership to give away for every two newly 

recruited members, with a maximum of five free memberships 

annually. Any of the prospective members who join on June 

29 will be eligible for a first-year discounted membership fee 

of 47.50. 

 

Who Is Eligible for Membership? 

 

 Graduates holding an associate (or equivalent) degree 

or higher from a regionally accredited institution and 

are entirely new to AAUW (new members). 

Undergraduate students (may also join as student 

affiliates through this campaign) 

 Someone who rejoins after two or more years of non-

membership (a lapsed member) 

 Someone who is not currently a national member of 

AAUW (if they join your branch, they are 

transferring) 

Bring prospective members and join us on June 29 for 

good food and conversation.  

 

 

 

               Membership Treasurer 
                                From Becky Olson 

 

                DUES ARE DUE! 
 

$72.00 includes 

$49 for National 

($46 tax deductible) 

$10 for State 

Payable to Elgin Area Branch AAUW 

Send to: 

Becky Olson 

Membership Treasurer 

8 Montrose Park Place, Elgin, IL 60120 
On May 17th, at the Annual Meeting, the drawings for five 

Free National Memberships were awarded to: Rachel 

Bloomberg, Liola Carey, Norma Smith, Sharon Spates, and 

Carol Wieg. 

 

All paid dues have been deposited. It has been noted that some 

members paid monies in excess of their dues to be used as 

branch donations. A special thank you to those members! 

 

Thirty-two (32) members have not renewed as of May 20. All 

FY17 memberships expire on June 30. The new fiscal year 

(FY18) begins on July 1, 2017 and goes thru June 30, 2018. 

National, State, and Branch dues will be paid June 15th. It is 

very important that you renew as soon as possible. Call me if 

you need special arrangements (847.697.5683). 
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Additionally, current members with unpaid dues will not have 

their names in the 2017-2018 YEARBOOK. Any 

changes/corrections in emails or addresses for renewing 

members should be submitted prior to August 1.                                

Thank you. 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

                     Good Tastes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
                     

 

 

 

                     Lorna Miller & Jean Jederman 

                          Porter’s Pub Pretzel 

     

        Reel Women for Real Women  

                             From Barbara Evans  

 

June 27:  Hidden Figures  (2016) 
Starring Octavia Spencer, Taraji Henson, 

Janelle Monae, Kirsten Dunst & Kevin 

Costner 

 

This is the highly acclaimed film of the 

incredible untold story of three brilliant 

African-American women who, working as human computers, 

served as the brains behind the launch of astronaut John Glenn 

into orbit and future space exploration. Interestingly, the 

woman who wrote the book on which this film is based, grew 

up in the community in which these women lived and knew 

them all. Not surprisingly, everyone we've asked who have 

already seen it said they'd see it again. 

 

Tues., July 25: The Zookeeper's Wife  (2017)  PG-13 

Starring Jessica Chastain, Johan Heldenbergh & Daniel Brühl 

Based on and faithful to Diane Ackerman's 2007 best-selling 

true story, this film begins in Poland in 1939 as the Nazi 

bombs wrack Warsaw, destroying much of the city, including 

many of the animals in its zoo, which is owned by a couple 

and their young son. Forced to report to the Reich's newly 

appointed chief zoologist, the couple covertly begin working 

with the Resistance and help smuggle people into the zoo 

where they shelter them in animal cages, sheds and their villa's 

cellar until safe houses can be arranged for them. Although 

some critics have disparaged the film as holocaust light 

because it does not detail Nazi atrocities to humans, I found it 

riveting because of the great risks taken to save the lives of 

over 300 Jewish Poles. It is a film that you don't want to miss.  

 

Tues., Aug. 23:  The Salesman  (2017)  PG-13 

Starring Taraneh Alidoosti & Shahab Hosseini 

As was evidenced in his "The Separation"—winner of the 

2013 Best Foreign Language Film Oscar, which Reel Women 

showed—Iranian writer-director Asghar Farhadi has created a 

niche for himself in contemporary world cinema by crafting 

spellbinding dramas about the simmering tensions between 

married couples. His films often pivot on small, seemingly 

random events, which trigger great consequences for the 

characters. His "The Salesman" continues this tradition and, 

not surprisingly to any who have seen it, won the Oscar for 

Best Foreign Language Film this year. 

The story begins when Emad and Rana, a married couple 

starring in an Iranian production of Arthur Miller's classic 

drama, have to evacuate their apartment building when the 

foundation starts collapsing. Fortunately, an apartment in a 

building managed by a fellow actor is available, and they take 

it. Unfortunately, the previous tenant left a room full of her 

things, which she refuses to come and get. It is this 

inconvenience that leads to the drama of the film.   

Home alone and en route to the shower, Rana buzzes in the 

person she assumes is her husband, which is the reason she 

leaves the apartment door open. When he returns, Emad learns 

that his wife had been struck in the head while in the shower 

and has been taken to the hospital. Though stitches repaired 

the physical damage, Rana's emotional damage is far worse, 

and in trying to deal with it, Emad's character starts to 

transform as he becomes a detective sorting out clues as to 

what happened. The perpetrator is not who we expect, nor is 

the means by which Emad seeks revenge. And therein lies 

much food for thought/discussion.  

Open to the public, Reel Women meets at Gail Borden Library 

at 6 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of every month except 

November and December. You are welcome to bring food and 

drink into the movie. Discussion follows the show.  

l 

                      

                           Public Policy    
                          From Emily Navin 

 

For the National Election with AAUW, all the Candidate 

profiles have been posted to the site.  You can review all of 

them and get ready so you can do your voting on line.    

 

Deadline for voting on line is June 15th.  
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http://www.aauw.org/resource/national-election 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for AAUW’s 2017 National Election 

 

January 30    Candidate profiles posted to website 

April 30        Voting begins online 

May 4            Deadline for AAUW to receive request for 

                      paper ballot  

May 16          Deadline to join or renew membership for 

                       eligibility to vote 

May 29          Deadline for mailing paper ballot    

June 14-17     National Convention, Washington, D.C. 

June 15          Online voting ends at 9 p.m. ET 

June 16          Election results announced online and at  

                      convention 

June 16          Annual Meeting    

 

Issues and Actions Salon Report 

                           From Sue Schulz 

 
Last November, National AAUW put out a list of priorities 

and issues for us as branches to understand, discuss and create 

actions in our local communities.  On March 25 we held a 

Salon fulfilling this request by AAUW.   The specified 

priorities and issues that our salon group focused on were; 

ACA Affordable Care Act, Women’s health and reproductive 

rights, education (Title 9, funding for K-12 education),  raise 

minimum wage & paid sick leave, equal pay bills, voter 

issues 

 Here are the highlights of those discussions…. 

●  We are becoming a more balanced branch.  Our branch, 

has often been seen  as an organization that is primarily 

social.  But that image is changing.  Our outreach is to 

share the mission of AAUW by participating in more 

community events has helped us to make our branch more 

visible and expand the knowledge of the mission of 

AAUW.  We are very fortunate to have a branch that can 

draw in members through our mission based events and 

our great special interest groups. 

● AAUW is a non-partisan political organization.  Many of 

our branch members, who are more interested in this 

aspect of AAUW, also happen to be in other organizations 

that also happen to have some overlap in mission.  Our 

current times have numerous issues facing us and these 

struggles are expected to last for quite a while.  We 

recognize that we can’t do it all, nor do we want to 

reinvent the wheel.  However, each of us has specific 

interests, expertise and passion that we can contribute to 

specific issues.    We felt it best if we become better at 

collaborating within the organizations we are already 

working with to make sure our branch is aware of what is 

already going on in the community, coordinating  our 

participation and ensuring that we also wear the AAUW 

hat when appropriate.   

● We are to research, educate and advocate.  We recognize 

that many of the issues are changing quickly or even 

daily.  It is important to understand the AAUW position 

on these topics (go to national website, AAUW Public 

Policy or AAUW publications), we also need to do 

whatever research we can and then the challenge for us is 

to educate our members and the larger community. 

 

WHAT CAN WE DO WITH THIS INFORMATION?  How 

can we address the priorities and issues listed above? 

● Understand and advocate the positions of AAUW 

●  Share your knowledge and research. 

● Coordinate a group specific to one of the issues so that we 

can address actions or events on that topic. 

● If you are in another group that is also addressing AAUW 

issues, please be a collaborator between AAUW and that 

group. 

● Sign up for a special email list to send and receive 

specific information regarding the priorities and issues 

noted above.  Email Jeanne@mc.net. Tell her to please 

put you on the Issues & Actions list. 

                         

     Garage Sale 
      From Bonnie Hill 
 

Many kudos and thanks to all our 

members who helped make our garage 

sale EO fundraiser a success.  We were 

fortunate to have 3 sunny days after the 

initial rain on Drop Off day. 

 Impressive work was done in getting 

the many different items nicely 

arranged and accessible for the 

shoppers. We had a fairly steady stream of people looking 

and buying all 3 days. And it was a real accomplishment 

on the last day that we got all the leftovers boxed up and 

into the truck in a pretty amazing hurry in the 80-degree 

sun!! 

Special thanks to Jean Jederman for letting us use her 

garage, to Rita Shaw and Sharon LeCount for staying to 

the very end to help pack up everything and to Juanita 

Brook for bringing her husband to help as well. We made 

just over $1800 from the sale and will also get more 

money from Savers for the leftovers. Good job!! 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/national-election
mailto:Jeanne@mc.net


7 

 

 

 

 

International Women’s Issues 
                             From Ruth Bradburn 

 

Venezuela lags behind on women’s and LGBT rights. 

Although there has been progress on poverty reduction in 

Venezuela, there is no debate on social issues. Venezuela’s 

politicians on the left focus on anti-imperialism and social 

rights while the right stress economic liberty of the individual. 

For a revolutionary government it has been reluctant to 

challenge conservative values, the Catholic Church or an 

embedded macho culture.  

There has been only tentative change on LGBT issues, mainly 

in relation to anti-discrimination laws largely related to 

employment. Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Uruguay, 

Cuba and Ecuador have embraced civil partnerships, gay 

marriage, same sex adoption, and anti-discrimination 

measures against LGBT people.  Abortion remains illegal in 

Venezuela– even in cases of rape, incest, fetal impairment or 

damage to the mental health of the woman. The punishment 

for abortion is a maximum 2 years imprisonment, exposing 

women and girls who undertake illegal abortions to risk 

infection, illness and death. Illegal abortion is the second 

highest cause of mortality in the 12-49 age brackets.  

 

The mortality rate among 15-17 year-old teenage mothers is 

one of the highest in Latin America, which led the UN to 

appeal to the Venezuelan government to change the law to 

permit abortion for this age-group.  These controls are felt 

across socioeconomic groups, with student protestors in 2014 

highlighting that “Rich women abort, poor women die.” 

Beauty pageants remain an avenue of social mobility and a 

cash cow for media companies and plastic surgeons. “This 

industry reinforces racial, socioeconomic and gendered 

divides. And as the government flounders to devise a security 

response to one of the world’s highest rates of homicide and 

violent crime, negligible progress has been made in 

addressing domestic and sexual violence. It is time to move 

beyond slogans and engage meaningfully with questions of 

rights, equality and social justice.”  
     Latin American Bureau (LAB), Julia Buxton, specialist on Latin   

     America and an expert on Venezuela: PhD from the London  

     School of Economics, where she also studied for her MA  

     (Distinction) in Comparative Politics.  

The current government has been incapable of advancing civil 

rights. There is debate about the US National Endowment for 

Democracy (NED), a nonprofit founded by Ronald Reagan in 

1983 and funded largely by Congress, which may be an 

inhibiting factor on advancement. NED has focused on NGOs 

and other organizations advocating regime change, rather than 

on grassroots movements pursuing civil empowerment agendas. 

Since April, daily anti-government protests across Venezuela 

have frequently resulted in clashes with riot police. 

 
To view graphic photos by Alan Taylor, senior editor at The Atlantic, 

May 18, 2017 go to: theatlantic.com/photo/2017/05/venezuelas  

To read more: foreignaffairs.com/.../2017-04-07/getting-venezuel  

(To search, you may need to copy and paste)  

 

 

        AAUW-IL Convention Reports 

  

                      From Shirley May Byrnes  

  

On Friday evening we learned about Elizabeth van Lew, a 

wealthy young Richmond, VA socialite who became a Yankee 

spy with the support of her abolitionist mother. Jennifer Goran 

portrayed this southern belle while Doug Peterson, author of 

several Civil War novels based on true stories, provided 

narration and supporting photographs. It was well performed 

and an enlightening program. 

 

Saturday morning, Alicia Hetman, Vice Chair of the AAUW 

Board brought news from national AAUW. There is a new 

report coming out, Deeper in Debt, which analyses the issue 

of women and student loans. I loved the Gloria Steinem quote 

that she gave to a drill sergeant with two young daughters who 

she sat next to on the airplane trip here: "A feminist is anyone 

who recognizes the equality and full humanity of women and 

men."  She encouraged us to vote in the AAUW US election 

which includes bylaw changes, two of which address level of 

education for membership. 

 

Authentic Leadership was presented by Amanda Simpson 

after lunch. Her story was one of struggle to become her 

authentic self, which she did around age 35. By then she had 

an established career, was married, and had fathered a son. 

She had an extremely supportive company president as she 

transcended genders. She was the first openly transgender 

person in the federal administration when President Obama 

appointed her as his Senior Technical Advisor.  

 

In the afternoon I attended Elect Her/Running Start, a panel of 

political leaders that included our own Rep. Anna Moeller, a 

former city council member and a student Senator. The 

moderator asked questions to which the panelists responded, 

talking about why they ran for office, challenges they 

encountered in running and serving, advice they would give 

others, and how to encourage more women to run for office at 

all levels. 

 

The second session that I attended was Equity and Diversity: 

Leading for a Culture of Inclusiveness. Assata Zerai presented 

her research and conclusions that appear in her book, 

Intersectionality in Intentional Communities.  She listed some 

pitfalls of diversity, such as color blindness and interest 

convergence. To become inclusive takes embracing social 

justice orientation. An organization needs to address conflict, 

not hope it'll go away. There is a need for healthy debate. 

 

                          From Sandy Kaptain 

 

I was glad to attend this convention in Champaign for the 

AAUW-Il. It was great to meet with fellow AAUW 

members from the Elgin Branch and also to see what AAUW 

is working on for diversity, pay equity and for getting women 

to run for office. It was especially good to hear Rep. Anna 

Moeller and others talk about helping women run for office 

and the importance of the local as well as state and federal 

levels of government. It was inspiring to hear what many 

younger women are doing to help communities improve their 

https://www.theatlantic.com/author/alan-taylor/
http://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2017/05/venezuelas
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transparency and advocacy for people issues that sometimes 

get ignored at higher levels of government. 

 

I was very grateful to be nominated for the Agent of Change 

this year by the Elgin branch of AAUW, and hope the 

message about climate change solutions will be heard by more 

and more, and more quickly! 

The camaraderie and support of local women of change is 

very heart-warming! Thanks to all, especially my friend and 

mentor Jeanne Hebeisen! 

 

                              From Juanita Brook 

 

There were several aspects of the program at the AAUW State 

Convention that I found informative and valuable and would 

like to pass on. A woman representative of J & J Legislative 

talked about the bills on the docket this season that are 

pertinent to women and AAUW support. 

1. House Bill) HB40 protects the Roe vs Wade decision, 

eliminates discrimination in insurance. It was passed with a 

vote of 62 to 55. 

2. HB 2462 proposes that a candidate for a job does not have 

to disclose previous salary history.  This is important for Start 

Smart and Work Smart programs and would get women a 

better wage for their education and experience. 

3. ERA! HBsjrca4.  The Equal Rights Amendment has to be 

passed by each state and has not passed in Illinois after several 

tries. Please call your representative and encourage him/her to 

vote for passage of this for Illinois. 

4. HB109 is a supplemental bill for higher education and 

social services. We need to keep our universities from having 

to close and support social services.  

5. HB3359 is a bill that needs to be passed to unlock monies 

for domestic violence shelters like our Crisis Center. 

6. HB198 is to raise the minimum wage to $15/hr. 

If any or all of these bills are something you feel strongly 

about, please call your representative and ask for a yes vote. 

I also attended sessions on Equity and Diversity: Leading for a 

Culture of Inclusiveness, and Title IX.  Both of these sessions 

gave me new information to use in our Women and Culture 

Group and for our Public Policy Chairs. State Convention was 

a great experience! 

 

                            From Muriel Fenzel 

 

Two speakers we had at the AAUW state convention continue 

to impress me with their statements and drive to excel. Alicia 

Hetmen, AAUW Board Vice Chair candidate and gender 

equity expert, shared with us an unexpected point in time that 

changed her views as to who is and who is not a feminist – 

certainly not her seat partner on an airline dressed in his 

marine uniform. At first glance he was a muscle builder with 

nothing in common with a gender equity expert. In speaking 

with him, grudgingly at first, she learned that he was a father 

with two little girls. She then learned how much in common 

their views for women were. They both wanted to do all they 

could to make it possible for girls to thrive and be free to 

become strong, inclusive women. They both fervently 

believed that no little girl should ever have to add any “ifs” or 

“onlys” when thinking of their future. Ms. Hetman’s message 

to us was that you never know when a new feminist is 

awakened.  

 

The second woman and keynote speaker was Amanda 

Simpson, a physicist, who as a Senior Technical Advisor at 

Raytheon Missile Systems underwent a gender transformation. 

She continued leading teams and developing advanced 

technology in the Advanced Missiles and Unmanned Systems 

product lines for the next 10-15 years at the same facility.   

 

In 2009 she accepted an appointment by the Obama 

Administration, serving in the Department of Commerce and 

the Senior Technical Advisor to the Bureau of Industry and 

Security. In 2015, Simpson was sworn in as the first Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational Energy. 

 

Ms. Simpson shared with us the challenges she faced with her 

gender transformation, gaining the support of her family and, 

surprisingly to her, the undaunting support of her supervisors 

at Raytheon. Their support made it possible to remain in her 

present job location at the time and being accepted in her work 

environment. She was thus able to advance in her career at 

Raytheon. From 2001, Ms. Simpson amassed many honors 

and awards as a woman and a leader, as well as a recipient of 

the Secretary of Defense medal for outstanding Public Service 

in January 2017 when she retired. 

    

                             From Jeanne Hebeisen 

 

One of the bonus activities at the AAUIW-IL State 

Convention was a President’s reception.  We were squeezed 

into a regular hotel room – 30+ women.  After picking up my 

glass of wine, I plunked down on the bed next to a member 

from the Rock Island-Moline branch.  She proceeded to tell 

me of her trip to the Washington March the day after the 

inauguration of our new president.  As she was 87, with recent 

hip surgery, her family sought out a wheel chair for her. When 

it arrive in the mass of humanity, someone said “wheel chair 

coming through” and by magic a path appeared for the wheel 

chair.  She was impressed, and so was I.  She wasn’t able to 

move anywhere, but was thrilled to be there, watching and 

listening, nevertheless. 

 

On reading through the convention booklet of annual reports, I 

noted that ours is the third largest branch in Illinois.  

Springfield has the most members (163), followed by 

Wheaton-Glen Ellyn (134) and Elgin Area (114) - with 

Downers Grove nipping at our heels with 111.  AAUW-IL 

branches gave $144,556.51 to AAUW Funds.  Our branch 

contributed $3,980.16 of that total.  Our state has 2,047 

members.  Next year the State convention will be in our area – 

April 27-28, at Benedictine University.  Mark your calendar. 

 

Our branch nomination for the Agent of Change Award (a 

prestigious state award – the only one given by the State 

Board) was Sandy Kaptain, for her many years of advocating 

on behalf of climate change.  Jan Jones and I wrote up her 

nomination.  Although she was not the recipient of the award, 

we were pleased to have had her represent our branch.   

 

    

    Susan B. Anthony Award Recipient –  

                         Sue Schulz                   
                  By Mary Ellen Barbezat 
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Sue Schulz first came into my life as a neighbor who waved as 

she walked home from the Elgin Academy past my house and 

who one day actually rang my doorbell.  We share an interest 

in gardens, and not long afterwards, I was pleased to suggest 

hers be on our Garden Walk and even more pleased when Sue 

joined our AAUW Branch. I have since learned about her 

lifelong work in early childhood through adult education, a 

career which led her to begin a Day Care in India, teach in 

Chicago’s Uptown and Roger’s Park and at the Elgin 

Academy. During those Chicago city years, she experienced 

how healthy a diverse community can be, and that lesson she 

has integrated into her roles in AAUW. 

   

Sue, in her own words, is “wired to do the best {she} can 

wherever {she goes}.” In her first cameo description in our 

Newsletter about her Sassy’s Haven Garden Design, she wrote 

about the process of transforming a garden vision into a 

reality.  We have seen a similar process of analysis, inspiration 

and implementation of plan in Sue’s contributions to the Elgin 

Area AAUW Branch. 

 

Sue quickly saw the need for us to build a diversified 

membership, attracting “women of all ethnicities, ages, young 

and older, who are committed to the goals of AAUW.” To 

accomplish that, she became our Diversity Chair, presented a 

Diversity Challenge Branch program and a series of salons 

looking at our Branch identity, examining our strengths and 

determining our challenges. Consequently, for this, our   first 

YEAR OF RESEARCH, members determined that our initial 

plan would be to reach out to college age women and those in 

the Latina community, seeking always those who share 

AAUW’s mission. This goal is now part of our continuing 

outreach.  

 

As our Branch works toward this more diverse and balanced 

membership, Sue, fully aware of how the struggles of women 

before us have influenced who we are and what we can be and 

that women’s rights are human rights, keeps us all mindful of 

AAUW’s issue-based, nonpartisan priorities: “protection of 

civil rights, equal access in education and the workplace, the 

rejection and prevention of hate crimes and sexual assault,” 

support of public education, encouragement of women’s 

health and reproductive rights and forthright opposition to 

bigotry and bias.  

 

With these values in mind, we have succeeded in becoming 

more visible to the community, collaborating with and 

supporting diverse groups. Our members have volunteered 

with Centro de Informacion, the iFest, the Martin Luther King 

Committee, the Elgin Hispanic Network, the YWCA, the 

League of Women Voters and Women on the Brink. Our 

Women and Culture group toured the BAPS Swaminarayan 

Sanstha Hindu Temple in Bartlett. Our Branch was a presence 

standing up against rape and violence against women at The 

Long Red Line at ECC, and, while Sue marched in 

Washington at the Women’s March, Elgin Branch members 

marched in the Elgin Standing Alone event affirming all 

people’s shared humanity, resisting oppression and claiming 

the right of self-determination.  

 

We have reached out to local Muslim women and girls and 

learned about their faith and their lives at Kiran Rasul’s home 

and at the Blessed Bonds Tea. As a group, we are seeing what 

needs to be done in order to empower women and girls, and 

we are acting to turn that vision into reality. 

 

Sue, in a logical overlap of purpose, has also joined Rosemary 

Dyson as Membership co-chair where she continues to help 

recruit and retain new members, shaping the future.  Clearly 

fulfilling her mission, with energy and leadership, Sue has 

inspired us to new experiences and to a more expansive 

community involvement, enriching our lives as American 

women. For all that she has done in our Branch and in our 

society, we honor and thank Sue today, presenting her with the 

Susan B. Anthony award. 

 
Sources quoted:  Elgin Area Branch Newsletter 

 

 

 

     Susan B. Anthony Award Recipient – 

                    Rosemary Dyson 
                              By Sonia Solomonson 

 

When I first met my friend 

Rosemary Dyson 30 years ago, we 

had each just moved to the Chicago 

area from other cities to take 

reporting jobs on a magazine staff. It 

didn’t take long for me to realize 

how deeply she believes in helping 

others learn, grow and succeed—the 

very values for which Susan B. 

Anthony fought. Rosemary is all 

about equity and opportunity for 

women and for those on the margins 

and those without a voice; and she’s all about diversity in all 

its forms. Rosemary doesn’t just talk about those values; she 

walks the walk.  

 

Before moving to this area, she served on the board of 

KenCrest Services, which enables people with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities to have control over their own lives. 

Once here, she served four years on the board of Lutheran 

Congregations for Career Development, which mentors inner 

city youth so they can enter college and gain valuable job 

skills.  

 

So when I brought her to the Elgin Area Branch AAUW in 

2012, I knew she would be a great fit. And she has been. Since 

then, she has been involved in many branch and community 

activities, some of which are: 

 

• Serving on the Membership Committee—now as Co-

Membership VP 

• Participating in STEM activities with other community 

organizations, including co-writing a grant to promote STEM 

• Helping develop the Empowerment Survey 

• Securing printing for the diversity recruitment promotional 

flyer 

• Working with branch fundraising activities such as the 

Garden Walk and Garage Sales 
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• Leading conflict resolution workshops with primarily 

Hispanic and African American young women in Elgin’s Ellis 

and Larsen Middle schools 

• Serving on Gail Borden Hispanic Heritage month planning 

committee 

• Participating in planning team to develop a series of 

programs for Each One, Reach One about the 1960s and 1970s 

civil rights movement in Elgin 

• Working as Black History Family Festival volunteer 

coordinator 

• Participating in the selection of the 2017 Dr. Martin Luther   

King Scholarship recipient 

• Serving on Elgin’s Dr. Martin Luther King Celebration 

Committee 

 

Because she exemplifies the values for which Susan B. 

Anthony advocated and for which AAUW stands, it is my 

honor and privilege to introduce my friend Rosemary Dyson 

as a winner of the 2017 branch’s Susan B. Anthony Award.  

       

 

          Named Gift Award Recepient  -  

                    Jelayne Ewers 
                      By Wilma Booth 

 

Jelayne joined the Elgin Branch in 1975 and has been a 

continuous member for 42 years.  She became a life member 

in 1994-95.  She served as co-chair of the Evening Crafters 

group from 2009-2014.  She still meets with some former 

AAUW members to continue fulfillling her interest in crafts. 

 

She has served our Branch as Advertising Chairman for the 

past 7 years.  She contacts and secures business ads that 

appear in our AAUW Times newsletter each month.  Eight to 

ten businesses are enlisted each year. 
 

Jelayne grew up in Richland Center, WI the youngest of six 

children in her family.  She earned a Bachelor of Science in 

Education degree from the University of Wisconsin at 

Plattville.  A Master of Science in Education degree was 

obtained at Northern Illinois University, DeKalb. 

 

She has enjoyed a successful career in elementary education.  

She began her teaching career in Terre Haute, IN where she 

taught for two years.  Then she moved to Elgin and for 35 

years taught in the Elgin U46 District at Illinois Park and 

Gifford Elementary Schools. 

 

Jelayne is married to Arlen who was an Industrial Arts teacher.  

They are the proud parents of two daughters and five 

grandchildren. 

 

After her retirement as a public school teacher in 1994, 

Jelayne became involved with Stonecroft Ministries which 

sponsors the local Elgin Area Women's Connection formerly 

known as Elgin Christian Women's Club.  She has served in 

various leadership positions and has had the title of Area 

Representative since 2002.  Jelayne has an amazing ability to 

enlist and encourage women to use their talents to develop and 

improve the spiritual atmosphere in families and the 

community. 

 

In 1995 Jelayne joined the Friends of Judson which is an 

entity of Judson University.  She served that organization as 

President for four years and has been Chair of their garage sale 

fundraiser for 14 years.  She has helped raise extensive funds 

for scholarships for Judson students. 

 

Another invaluable contribution Jelayne has made in our 

community was her service to the El Informacion Centro 

organization.  For ten years she assisted counselors and other 

personnel with their written reports by proofreading and 

making suggestions for improvements. 

 

Jelayne and her husband helped deliver Meals On Wheels in 

Elgin for about eight years. 

 

Since 1999 she and her husband have spent some of the winter 

months at Sun City, west of Phoenix, AZ.  They have been 

residents of Sun City, Huntley for 14 years. 

It is with great pleasure and deep appreciation that we honor 

Jelayne's continued service and contributions to the Elgin 

Branch of AAUW and the Elgin community. 

  

 

 

         

        Branch Scholarship Recipient--   

                 Elizabeth Venegas 
                          From Rachel Campbell 

          

This year’s scholarship recipient, Elizabeth Venegas, came to 

the United States from Mexico City when she was seven years 

old.  Her goal is to become a secondary English teacher with a 

bilingual endorsement. Elizabeth has worked in School 

District 26 in Cary, IL, as a paraprofessional, helping students 

who were newcomers to this country.  She notes that helping 

these students reminded her how it felt to be “culturally 

shocked.” 
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Elizabeth has also worked at Centro de Informacion educating 

the public about the Affordable Care Act.  It is through Centro 

that she learned about our scholarship. 

 

Elizabeth has attended ECC and Judson College where she 

plans to continue her education and achieve her goal of 

becoming an excellent English teacher.      

 

            

             Civic Engagement Expo 
                    Gail Borden Public Library 

                                 June 24  2-4 p.m. 

 

Now is the time to make local government work! 
                                No charge to attend! 

 

 

    

 
 

The Elgin AAUW Branch continues to share AAUW Missions 

and Opportunities with members of the larger Elgin 

Community by participating in the League of Women Voters-

sponsored "Civic Engagement Expo.  Join others who believe  

  learn how to make that happen.  

 

Local community groups involved include: 
American Association of University Women 

Citizens Climate Lobby 

CROP Walk for Hunger 

Democratic & Republican Parties 

Elgin Cooperative Ministry 

Elgin Standing Together 

Fox Valley Citizens for Peace & Justice 

Indivisible Elgin 

Move to Amend 

Northern Illinois Food Bank 

Progressives of Kane County 

Women Marchers - People Before Party 

. . . and many more! 

Learn HOW to . . . 
Advocate for issues 

Compose a letter for legislators 

Contact your legislators 

Locate a political party 

Register to vote 

Run for office 

Serve on a campaign 

Sort out “Fake News” 

Use a voting machine 

Volunteer for a city commission 

Opening Remarks by Elgin Mayor Dave Kaptain.              

Light Refreshments Served. 

Sponsored by The League of Women Voters of the Elgin 

Area. 

                    

 

 

                Payday Candy Bar Recipe 
 

This recipe for Payday Candy Bars did not make it into the 

last newsletter.  Enjoy! 

      

       Ingredients 

    3 cups salted peanuts 

    3 TB butter 

    2 cups peanut butter chips 

    2 cups mini marshmallows 

    1 can sweetened condensed milk 

 

Instructions 

    Pour half your peanuts into a greased 11x7 pan and   

    spread so they cover the bottom.  In a small pan melt 

    butter and chips until well combined. Add condensed  

    milk and marshmallows and stir until all mixed.  Pour  

    over peanut mixture. Top with remaining peanuts and  

    let cool (refrigerate if desired.) 
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       Mary Vickers - In Memoriam 
                        July 3, 1920 – May 19, 2017 

 

Mary Vickers was a long time, active member of our branch 

until macular degeneration took her vision about 7-8 years 

ago.  She then moved with her husband Jesse (“Vic”) to a 

beautiful retirement facility in Sycamore to be near their only 

son Bill and his wife Kathy, with Vic passing in 2012.   

Vic and Mary, an adoptee herself, adopted their only child.  

She earned a degree in music at Bowling Green University, 

Ohio, and her MA in counseling from the University of 

Michigan.  In her lifetime, she worked as a music teacher, a 

school social worker, a homebound tutor, substitute teacher 

and as a special education teacher.  

 

She was an active member of AAUW from the time she joined 

our branch in the 1980s.  She was awarded our Susan B. 

Anthony Award and was a Named Gift Honoree.  She was 

heavily involved with the First Congregational Church for 

over 50 years - was pianist for worship service for over 20 

years, served on many boards, taught Church School, 

delivered Meals on Wheels and  helped with Soup Kettle.  

Mary was very civic minded, working to end prejudice and 

discrimination, and was awarded the YWCA Leadership 

Award for Social Justice.  She was a long-time member of the 

Elgin Symphony League and Elgin Retired Teachers, as well 

as many other groups. 

 

It was my delight to spend many happy hours visiting with her 

over the phone and in person since her move to Sycamore.  

She was always interested in our AAUW activities, and, in 

saying “good bye”, sent best wishes to “those in AAUW who 

remember me.”  She was one special woman. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


