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Membership Matters 
By Rosemary Dyson 

AAUW National Election 
All members have received the AAUW 
National Election 2017 email. Please take 
time to study the issues that are on the ballot 
and cast your vote. Issues on the ballot this 
year include gun violence and AAUW’s 
membership requirement. You can vote on 
candidates for the AAUW Board of 
Directors, amendments to the AAUW 
Bylaws, proposed resolutions and proposed 
changes to the AAUW Public Policy 
Program. Details about the candidates and 
ballot issues are available on the AAUW 
national website and in your spring Outlook 
magazine. The deadline for online voting is 
June 15  (aauw.org/resource/national-
election), (Emily Navin, public policy chair, 
added information). 
 
Please note: The National Election email 
contains your member ID and your voter 
PIN and your profile information. Most 
important do not forward or share your 
National Election email.  It contains your 
unique voting link. Make a note of your 
member ID. This ID gives you access to 
your online membership profile. While 

you’re at it look at the rich assortment of 
information and resources that are available 
on the AAUW national website.  
 
Getting Together 
A Getting Together new and recently joined 
member orientation event was held on April 
6, 2017, at Rachel Campbell’s home. New 
and recently joined members who attended 
included: Flicka Regan, Jennifer Ford, 
Rebecca “Becky” Larsen, Norma Smith, 
Susan Moylan and Diane Van Wie. Our co-
presidents along with membership 
committee members and other branch 
members participated in an evening of food 
and stimulating conversation. The new and 
recently joined members received 
information about Elgin Area Branch 
interest groups including book groups, 
bridge and mahjong groups, knitting and 
crochet group just to name a few. We also 
talked about the mission based activities of 
AAUW, lifting up branch participation in 
the Long Red Line One Billion Rising to 
Stop Rape and Violence and Pay Equity 
Day, a sampling of the mission based 
activities carried out by Elgin Area Branch. 
We are diligently working to assist new and 
recently joined branch members in finding 
their niche. There are lots of mission based 
activities to pick from. 
 
I would like to welcome all new and 
recently joined members. We want to make 
sure that they have the best possible 
experience as a member of the Elgin Area 
Branch. We also want to help new members 
to live out the AAUW mission of advancing 
equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and 
research. 
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Nominating Committee Report 
From Julie Ford and Becky Olson 
 
The 2017 Nominating Committee (Lynn 
Harper, Nancy Lamia, Chris Saletta, Rita 
Shaw, Barbara Wahl with Julie Ford and 
Becky Olson, Co-Chairs). proposes the 
following Slate of Officers for 2017-2019 
 
 ·  Co-Presidents: Rachel Campbell and 
Libby Hoeft 
 ·  Co-Membership VPs: Rosemary Dyson 
and Sue Schultz 
 ·  Co-Program VPs: Tish Calhamer and 
Gareth Sitz  
·  Recording Secretary: Juanita Brook  
·  Corresponding Secretary: Karen Patterson 
 ·  Treasurer: Linda Knight (second year of 
term) 
·   Membership Treasure; Becky Olson 
 
 2018 Nominating Committee Members: 
Sara Ellen Anderson,  Sandy Kaptain, 
Nancy Klemm, Chris Saletta, and  Rita 
Shaw. Alternates: Nancy Lamia, Sharon 
LeCount. The election will take place at the 
general meeting on April 29. 
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Garage Sale 
From Jan Jones and Beverly Lovett  

 
We welcome your 
donations of desirable 
books, toys, clothes and 
other treasures for the sale! 
Pricing them for us ahead 
of time would be greatly 

appreciated. For the sale, we’ll need 
volunteers to help with organizing, pricing 
and selling the goods. Wednesday, May 10 
is for dropping off items from 3 pm to 6:30 
pm. Sorting and pricing will be on May 11 
from 9 am to 5 pm. The sale will continue 
May 12from 9 am to 5 pm and May l3 from 
 9 am to 3 pm. We will be sending around 
sign-up sheets at various upcoming 
meetings. You may also call or email either 
of us to add your name to the list. If you 
have a big item which would especially 
attract shoppers, please let us know in 
advance so that we could include it in our 
advertising. 
 

 
Reel Women/Real Women 
From Barbara Evans 

 
 May 23:  Florence Foster 
Jenkins  (2016)  PG-13 
Starring Meryl Streep & Hugh 

Grant  
 
That the real Florence Foster Jenkins, who 
died in 1944, has a Wikipedia page devoted 
to her and has been the subject of other films 
is not surprising. A wealthy New York 
socialite who was a cult figure in the '20s, 
'30s and 40s, Florence not only thought she 
could sing but did—in private recitals to 
others in her social circle, who never let on 
that her often off-key warbling should be 



limited to the privacy of a shower.  Feeding 
her delusion was also her common-law 
husband/manager, her vocal coach and 
pianist.  
 
Any who have seen the film trailer of Meryl 
Streep singing away as Florence could easily 
think that farcical this film would be. That in 
spite of often being delightfully humorous it 
is not, however, is what makes it so worth 
seeing. Because to tell you more would be to 
lessen the effect that the film will 
undoubtedly have on you, let it suffice to 
say that "poignant" is the word that many 
critics use to describe it. And the cast is 
superb.  
 
Open to the public, Reel Women meets at 
Gail Borden Library at 6 p.m. on the fourth 
Tuesday of every month except December. 
You are welcome to bring food and drink 
into the movie. Discussion follows the show.  
 
June 27: Hidden Figures (2016 
 

Community Liaison 

From Judy Fishburn 
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International Women’s Issues 
From Ruth Bradburn 
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Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
has nominated our 
Program Co-Vice President 
Gareth Sitz for the YWCA 
Margaret Hillis Award for 
the Arts.  Winners will be 
announced at the YWCA 
Leader Luncheon on May 
11 at The Seville in 

Streamwood.  Reception is at 11 and luncheon 
at noon.  Cost for the luncheon is $50 for YWCA 
members and $55 for non-members.  To 
register, log onto ywcaelgin.org. Be sure to 
indicate that you want to be seated at the YWCA 
table. You can also give your check to Mary 
Navin early in May. 
 
 
 
New AAUW CEO 
Kimberly Churches  
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Yearbook Update 
Maureen Reilly  docmreilly@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Message from Newsletter Editors  
Newsletter deadline for the combined June, 
July and August issue is May 20. Please 
submit all items as a Word document to all 
three editors.       
     Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com  
     Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net  
     Beverly Lovett - 
lovett1988@comcast.net  
 
                      Website  
Website items may be sent any 
time to  Marcia Cameron - 
mec515@sbcglobal.net and 
  Nancy Lamia - 
nancylamia@gmail.com.  

                  
               Facebook  
Facebook items may be sent any time to 
Nanci Alanis - alanis.nanci@gmail.com  
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