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        Summer Calendar 
   

       June 
 

June 9      Great Books 7 pm 
                 Gail Borden Library 
                 “First Snow on Mt, Fuji” (selection) 
                 Yasunari Kawabata 
 

June 11    Good Tastes 5 pm 
                 Wok ‘n Fire  
                 Arboretum, South Barrington - 847/428-7192 
                     
June 12    Morning Book Group 9 am 
                 Panera Bread, Rtes. 59/72, Hoffman Estates 
                 Language of Flowers, Vanessa Diffenbaugh 
                 Note time change 
 

June 16    Evening Crafters 7 pm 
                 Hostess: Linda Rusenovich 
                 Tissue Paper Flower Vase 
 

June 24    Reel Women/Real Women 6 pm 
    Gail Borden Library 
                  Alice Doesn’t Live Here Anymore 
                     
June 25     Evening Book Group 7 pm 
                  Hostess: Muriel Fenzel 
                  Behind the Beautiful Forevers, Katherine Boo 
 

                                  July 
 

July 7        Board Meeting Pot Luck 6 pm 
                  Old and New Board Members and 
                       Leadership Members 
                  Hostess: Jeanne Hebeisen 

 

July 9       Good Tastes 5 pm 
                 Art & Alma’s Century Inn  
                 Burlington – 847-683-2883  
 

July 10     Morning Book Group 9 am 
                 Panera Bread, Rtes. 59/72, Hoffman Estates 
                 After Visiting Friends, Michael Hainey 
                 Note time change 

 
July 10     Evening Crafters 7 pm 
                 Hostess: Jelayne Ewers 
                 Rose Felt Table Mat (3D) 
 

July 14     Great Books 7 pm 
                 Gail Borden Library 

   “Pragmatism: A New Name for Some Old Ways 
   of Thinking” (selection), William James 

 

July 20     Femmeprov Workshop 
                 Congregation Kneseth Israel 
                 330 Division, Elgin 
 

July 22     Reel Women/Real Women  
                 Gail Borden Library 
                 Saving Mr. Banks 
 

July 23     Evening Book Group 7pm 
                 Hostess: Lorna Miller 
                 Flight Behavior, Barbara Kingsolver 
 

                                  August 
 

Aug. 11    Great Books 7 pm 
                 Gail Borden Library 
                 Houseboy, Ferdinand Oyono 
 

Aug. 13    Good Tastes 5 pm 
                 Big Bowl  
                 1950 East Higgins, Schaumburg 
 

Aug. 14    Morning Book Group 10 am 
                 Panera Bread, Rtes. 59/72, Hoffman Estates 
                 Lean In: Women, Work and Will to Lead 

                 Sheryl Sandberg  
                 Note time change             
 

Aug. 14    Evening Crafters 7 pm 
                 Hostess, Lee Engman 
                 Rose Felt Table Mat (continued) 
 
Aug. 20   Newsletter Deadline 
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Aug. 26   Reel Women/Real Women 6 PM 
                Gail Borden Library 
                August: Osage County  
 

Aug. 27    Evening Book Group 7pm 
                 Hostess: Patricia Golden  
                 After Visiting Friends, Michael Hainey 
                  

                 Presidents' Message 
           From Shirley May Byrnes, Co-President 

 
On May 7th, the AAUW Elgin Area Branch marked its 94th 
year with an annual dinner and recognition event at the Elgin 
County Club. Co-president Wilma Booth performed lovely 
piano music during the social time. Co-president Shirley May 
Byrnes welcomed everyone to the event. Following dinner, 
several awards were given. 
 
The two Named Grants were given to Nancy Alanis, introduced 
by Carol Cowles, and Rachel Bloomberg, introduced by 
Medina Gross. Judy Fishburn was introduced by Carol Cowles 
as the winner of the Spice Award. Mary Ellen Barbezat was 
recognized as the Susan B. Anthony Award winner given at the 
March meeting. Shirley May reported that the branch 
nominated Anna Moeller for the state Agent of Change award. 
There were nine nominations for that award, and it was given 
to a woman in Champaign. The branch was recognized for two 
programs at the state convention in the Branch Pride category – 
“The Big Read” and “The Way We Were”, the September 
program based on writings by our memoir group. Becky Olson 
and Miriam Lytle were thanked for all their work on “The Big 
Read” project, and Gareth Sitz and Patty Harkin were thanked 
for their work on “The Way We Were.”  
 
Other honors received by our branch at the state convention 
were a certificate for 10.91% growth in membership and a 
certificate for 100% retention rate of members. We received a 
certificate as one of the top ten branches in the state in 
contributions to AAUW Funds. The branch received the 
highest award for its Communications, the Platinum level. 
Barbara Evans submitted programs which were recognized by 
the International Affairs chair. 
 
Mary Navin announced the local scholarship winner as Sierra 
Turner from Hyde Park.  She was not able to be at this meeting, 
but she plans to attend the September meeting. Becky Olson 
announced the five new Honorary 50-year members and 
presented each of them with a certificate. They were Sara Ellen 
Anderson, Joan Berna, Jan Jones, Anne Marblestone, and Mary 
Navin. Congratulations to them! 
 
The 2013-14 officers were recognized and have been elected to 
continue in 2014-15. The committee chairs were recognized 
and presented a carnation from the presidents. Jan Jones and 
Kathryn Jablonowski were thanked for all their work on the 
garage sales and the upcoming garden walk. The presidents 
asked for members to make their interests known by 
volunteering for committees in the 2014-15 year. There are 
several openings including awards/women’s issues, public 
policy, round robin bridge, and social committee.   
 

The YWCA Leader Luncheon was held on May 8. AAUW 
nominated Patricia Harkin in the Volunteer & Community 
Service category, which turned out to be the largest category 
with 10 nominees. I'm delighted to report that Patty won! 
AAUW member Janelle Walker was honored with a 
nomination in the Communication & Technology Category. 
 
The past year was a fantastic one, with great programs, and a 
growth in membership. We look forward to an even better year 
in 2014-2015! Have a good summer. 
       

          Annual Branch Meeting Minutes 
               
Co-President Shirley May Byrnes welcomed members and 
guests at Elgin Country Club on Tuesday, May 6, 2014, for the 
Annual Meeting and dinner.  She thanked Co-President Wilma 
Booth for providing lovely music at the piano before the meal, 
and Brooke Transue for once again hosting this event. 
 
The leaders of “Reel Women” explained the need to raise 
money to help cover the cost of movies shown at Gail Borden 
which are not on the Library’s license program.  Hence, they 
were offering at raffle two special gift baskets for which 
winning tickets would be drawn at the end of the evening. 
Jan Jones spoke of tickets for Garden Walk which cost $10 
tonight, but more after this.  She still needs Garage Sale 
volunteers for which the clipboard was passed. 
 
Following the meal, Shirley May led us through the awards 
agenda, reminding us that in March Mary Ellen Barbezat had 
received an award.  Carol Cowles announced a Named Grant 
presented to Nanci Alanis, our student member now in her 
senior year at UIC.  Medina Gross announced Named Grant 
recipient Rachel Bloomberg, who founded a book club in 2007 
and has chaired Great Books since 2009. 
 
Shirley May thanked Marge Fox and her committee for their 
work on the grants.  She wrote up “The Big Read” and “The 
Way We Were” (September’s program from the memoir group) 
for Branch Pride Awards. 
 
Carol Cowles announced Judy Fishburn, Program Co-Chair, as 
recipient of the Spice Award. 
 
Our Branch had nominated Anna Moeller as one of 9 
considered for the Agent of Change Award (State level). 
 
Among the State Honors received at recent Convention:  we 
were recognized for 100% membership retention, and over 
10% new members. 
 
Mary Navin told us of the selection of Sierra Turner from Hyde 
Park as recipient of AAUW’s local scholarship and outlined 
her qualifications.  Sierra (not able to be present this evening) 
will attend Columbia College in the fall, and hopes to visit a 
Branch meeting later this year. 
 
Becky Olson presented Fifty Year Membership Certificates to 
five of our Branch, designating them as honorary Life 
Members:  Sara Ellen Anderson, Joan Berna, Jan Jones, Anne 
Marblestone, and Mary Navin. 
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Shirley May presented a summary of the highlights of 2013-14, 
touching on the interesting Branch programs and our annual 
fundraisers.  She introduced officers for next year: 
 
--Co-Presidents Shirley May Byrnes and Wilma Booth 
--1st Vice Presidents (Program) Muriel Fenzel and Judy  
   Fishburn 
--2nd Vice President (Membership) Becky Olson 
--Recording Secretary Mabel Rice 
--Treasurer Linda Youngren 
--Membership Treasurer Joan Hayashida 
 
Several committees need new leaders for next year; Shirley 
May introduced chairs who have served this year on the long 
list of groups which are part of our Branch.  New people are 
invited to pick a group or groups to participate in! 
Becky Olson said all of us are really part of a “membership 
committee”, complimenting us on our growth and retention.   
 
She read a tribute to Miriam Lytle and presented her a 
Certificate confirming that she is the recipient of a no-dues 
membership for 2015, our first such award.  This was in 
recognition of her significant involvement in “The Big Read”.  
Miriam had prepared a summary of features of “The Big 
Read”, its impact on and significance for our community.   
 
Barbara Evans announced the Reel Women’s schedule as the 
raffle winners for the 2 baskets were drawn:  Kristen Anderson 
and Nanci Alanis.  The ‘free national dues’ drawing was won 
by Sharon Spates. 
  
Shirley May called attention to the announcements for future 
events which were listed on the evening’s agenda, and the 
meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mabel Rice, Recording Secretary 
   

               Membership Matters 
                From Becky Olson, Membership VP 
 
National, state, and local dues have the same fiscal year that 
runs July 1 through June 30. Payment for these dues is made on 
June 15th. If you have not already does so, please remit ASAP 
to Joan Hayashida, our Membership Treasurer. Renew and 
continue to recruit to keep our branch growing. Based on our 
addition of new branch members, we earn Free 

National Memberships. Members who paid 
their dues on or before the May 2014 Annual 
Meeting at the Elgin Country Club had their 
initials drawn from a basket, AND that winner 
for a Free National Membership was Sharon 
Spates. Miriam Lytle was given a Free FY15 

National Membership in recognition of her 
untiring work for the success of The Big Read.                 Miriam Lytle                                                                                             
 
Membership Committee will be calling any members with dues 
that are outstanding. Please note: Unpaid or late payment 
means your name will NOT appear in the Yearbook 2014-15. 
 

Our branch recognized at the Annual Meeting our Honorary 
50-Year members. They no longer pay any dues. Shirley May 
Byrnes commented: “BUT we will accept donations in their 
honor!” Sara Ellen Anderson, Joan Berna, Jan Jones, Anne 
Marblestone, and Mary Navin will be further honored at a 
general meeting that is “in the works” with Patty Harkin.            

     Sara Ellen Anderson   Jan Jones   Mary Navin  Anne Marblestone   Joan Berna 
 
Patty Harkin was nominated by our branch and received the 
Volunteer & Community Service Award presented at the 
YWCA Leadership Awards banquet at the Seville. In a field of 
exceptional nominees, the writ- up may be a determining 
factor. An excerpt of that submission follows. 
 
No bios and pics have been received to be included in this 
newsletter. More in Sept issue! 
 

                About Patty Harkin 
                   By Sonia Solomonson  

 
Patricia Harkin is active in many ways in the Elgin 
community. She shows a significant level of achievement and 
service in the Gail Borden Public Library District [elected as a 
trustee in 2013], the Gifford Park 
Association [docent and historic home] and 
the Elgin Symphony League [volunteer]. 
She is active in American Association of 
University Women (AAUW): currently 
serving as Community Liason Officer, 
member of the Board, assists with garage 
sales and garden walk, hostess for the      
Holiday Brunch 2013.                                                                         Patty and Sonia 

 
Patricia Harkin’s outstanding and innovative contributions as a 
volunteer and in the service of her community can be seen in 
her work with the Northeast Neighborhood Association of 
Elgin and the Gifford Park Association. She and her husband 
Jim were first attracted to Elgin because of its exciting 
architecture and because of the numerous community and 
governmental efforts to improve the housing stock through the 
several City of Elgin grants and community associations such 
as NENA. She and Jim have volunteered their house three 
times for house tours—twice for NENA’s Homes for the 
Holidays Walk and once for the Gifford Park Association’s 
Architectural House Tour. She has served as a docent for one 
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or both house tours for several years and served on various 
committees associated with the NENA tours -- particularly as 
one of the authors of the house descriptions for the 2011 tour. 
 
Patricia Harkin demonstrates the qualities of leadership most 
particularly through her style of leadership: channeling the 
interests and hopes of others. In addition, Harkin is a detail-
oriented, well-organized and tactful leader. For example, when 
she was elected president of the Northeast Neighborhood 
Association of Elgin (NENA) in December 2013, several board 
members expressed concern that NENA lacked purpose and 
visibility. Harkin took on the challenge of trying to restore the 
group to its former strength. Since taking over in January, she 
has taken steps to expand the Board of Directors, find new 
volunteers, increase attendance at meetings, invite outside 
speakers to the meetings, spur the group to become more active 
among Elgin’s non-profits, increase its presence in Elgin’s arts 
community, and enhance the group’s visibility through the 
website and a Facebook presence. In addition, she has begun 
the process of digitizing NENA’s records to form an archive. 
Not only is she trying to restore NENA to its former strength, 
but she is taking it beyond that point. 
 
Patricia Harkin is committed to excellence also in her work for 
the National Council of Teachers of English. (NCTE) serves its 
members by providing teaching and research assistance 
through annual conferences, several professional journals and a 
nationally recognized press. Before her retirement from the 
University of Illinois at Chicago, she served for more than 10 
years in a series of administrative offices. The most important 
of those was her term as Chair of the College Section. At the 
time of her service, the NCTE (whose membership was nearly 
70,000) comprised teachers of English studies from 
kindergarten through the Ph.D. As Chair of the College 
Section, her job was to preserve the scholarly/professional 
orientation of the collegiate membership (or risk losing them) 
without, at the same time, alienating the more pedagogically 
oriented secondary and elementary teachers. Seeing each of 
those groups as important members and found a way to serve 
the needs of all, she demonstrated her commitment to 
excellence by both separating and combining sessions at the 
national conventions. That is, some sessions were very highly 
specialized scholarly occasions while others addressed 
integrated pedagogies that middle school, high school and 
college teachers could use. During her service as its Chair, the 
College Forum of the NCTE was admitted to membership in 
the American Council of Learned Societies. Members of the 
Board of Directors, on which she served, visited 
Congresspersons to lobby on such specific issues as the No 
Child Left Behind Act and funding for higher education. 
 
Patricia Harkin has written several books, one of which is Acts 

of Reading: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Studies, 
published in 1998 by Prentice Hall. She has written articles and 
book chapters that have influenced others in their work and has 
presented keynote addresses on such topics as “Excellence in 
the Managed University,” given in June 2004 at Indiana 
University in Pennsylvania. 
 
On behalf of the Elgin Area Branch AAUW, I am pleased to 
nominate Patricia Harkin for the 2014 YWCA Leader 
Luncheon Award for Volunteer & Community Service. 

              New Member Contact Information 
 
Dr. Mae Hicks Jones 
847 S. Randall Road #226 
Elgin, IL   60123 
Email: drmaehicksjones@comcast.net 
224/629-7423 
 
Linda P. Knight 
751 Scott Drive 
Elgin, IL   60123 
H Email: maeflower@wowway.com 
W Email: knightmediation@gmail.com 
H: 847/380-6623 
C: 847/772-3698 
 
Maureen Reilly 
823 Wing Street 
Elgin, IL   60123 
docmreilly@gmail.com 
847/305-9215 
 
Brittney Walker 
brittneywlkr@gmail.com 
224/238-9316 
 
                         Change of Phone Number 
Rachel Bloomberg - 847/230-4746 

 

                International Affairs 
                            From Barbara Evans 
 
I'd strongly recommend that you add Afghan-American Nadia 
Hashimi's recently published debut novel The Pearl that Broke 

Its Shell to your summer reading list.  The writing is stellar, 
and the compelling stories of two women who share similar 
fates are interwoven seamlessly. The main storyteller is 
Rahima, the youngest of three sisters who were sold into 
marriage to a drug lord and his cousins by their father when she 
was just thirteen. Prior to that, however, to support her family 
she, as her great-aunt before her, was raised as a bacha posh, a 
girl dressed and treated as a boy. It is that great-aunt's story, 
told by the equally untraditional aunt who tells it, that gives 
Rahima the determination to try to surmount the fate of most 
Afghani women after marriage. Gail Borden has a copy in its 
new fiction section. 
 
Interesting things are happening with women in Iran. Last 
summer, defying the tradition that only men can attend 
funerals, a number of women escorted the body of Iranian 
human and women's rights activist Dr. Shahla Farjad to the 
grave. In May of this year, thousands of Iranian women have 
published photos of themselves sans the hijab on Facebook. To 
see some of them and read about the debate this has triggered, 
go to theguardian.com/world/2014/may/12/iran-women-hijab-
facebook-pictures-alinejad. 
 
Although the abduction of so many girls in Nigeria is 
grabbing the headlines, several journalists have published 
pieces to remind us of other such cases. Both of the following 
articles detail the murder and disappearance of Native 
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Canadian women and the femicides of the women of Juárez, 
Mexico. The second adds to these the rape of Haitian women 
after the earthquake and the rape of Syrian women in refugee 
camps.  What is especially compelling about the first article, 
however, is the story of an Italian nun's audacity in 1996 when 
she followed the kidnappers to demand the release of 139 
kidnapped Ugandan school girls. 
 
See truth-out.org/opinion/item/23512-kidnapped and  
alternet.org/gender/outraged-kidnapping-nigerian-girls-4-other-
incidents-mass-violence-against-women-you-
should?page=0%2C1. 
                           

                                 Garage Sale  
          From Katherine Jablonowski and Jan Jones 
    
Sale Results -- Hello Everyone. Where do we start to thank 
everyone for the success of this spring garage sale?? Who 
could have imagined that rain on Thursday, snow on Friday, 
and finally sun on Saturday would lead to a final tally of a 

little over $1500??  It pays to come 
early and work. I got a skirt with the 
price tags still on it (thanks to Patty 
Harkin's keen eye), baby boy clothes 
(where did they come from?), and, of 
course, a few books.  Hope that 

everyone was able to take advantage of all of our treasures!! 
We had over 25 “sellers” working at Jean Jederman's home, 
many table donors, countless “stuff”, donors, pricers and 
merchandisers. The plants sold quickly, but the canoe and king 
size headboard worried us until the very end. Then another man 
came back looking for the canoe. WE REALLY NEED 
HELPERS at the END to help pack and clean up. Please put 
this idea in your head as a spot where you could help next time. 
Every three hours you contribute is VERY IMPORTANT to 
the success of this HUGE project. THANKS again to 
EVERYONE for any way that you were able to help! 

 
                       Garden Walk     
                     From Mary Navin and Jan Jones 
                 Saturday June 28, 2014, 9 AM to 3 PM 
 
Our unique garden walk is generating ticket sales and general 
excitement.  Please help to make this fun filled occasion a 
successful undertaking.  This year the 
walk will feature six Elgin East city 
gardens, including several in the Gold 
Coast area of Elgin.  The Elgin Public 
Museum in Lords Park will be the site of 
a mini art fair display and sale.  Tickets 
will be on sale June 1 for $12 at Ace 
Hardware and Jewel Food Stores in 
Elgin, Books at Sunset, Heinz Brothers               Jan Jones 
Nursery in St. Charles and the Elgin Public Museum.                   

 
Please call Jan (847/742-3205) or Mary (847/931-0351) to let 
them know if you'd prefer to be a hostess from 9 to noon, or 
from noon to 3pm. We're hoping for a beautiful, sunny day to 
showcase some beautiful gardens. 
 

If you are already signed up, you will be notified of your 
assignment sometime soon.  If you need additional information 
regarding publicity posters or book marks for your friends, 
please also call.  We also welcome any publicity contacts. 

        
               Scholarship Recipient 
                                From Mary Navin 
 
This year AAUW is pleased to present our local scholarship to 
Sierra Turner, a student at Columbia College in Chicago.  Her   
professional goals are based around her desire to be an 
animator and storyteller who creates educational media for 
children.  We hope to welcome Sierra at our fall meeting.  
Special thanks to the scholarship evaluation committee 
including Rachel Campbell, Marge Fox, Nancy Burnidge, 
Anne Marblestone, Chris Saletta, Judy Mavros and Mary 
Navin. 
 
 

            Reel Women/Real Women 
                             From Barbara Evans 

  
Tues., June 24:  Alice Doesn't Live Here 

Anymore  (1974) 
Starring Ellen Burnstyn, Diane Ladd, Jodi 
Foster, Kris Kristofferson and Harvy Keitel 
 

Because a number expressed their disappointment when 
January's bad weather resulted in the cancellation of this Martin 
Scorsese film, we've opted to show it in June.  The screenplay 
was nominated for an Oscar; Burnstyn won Best Actress for 
her portrayal of Alice; Ladd was nominated for Best 
Supporting Actress.  
 
Touching on themes popularized by Betty Friedan's The 

Feminine Mystic, the film features Alice, who dreamed of 
becoming a singer but instead because a housewife and mother 
stuck in an abusive marriage.  After the death of her husband, 
she finds herself penniless, so with her young son, starts out to 
California, where she plans to pursue her dream. Traveling 
from state to state, she works odd jobs and interacts with a 
variety of interesting characters. Wrote New York Times' 
reviewer Vincent Canby, the film "is a fine, moving, frequently 
hilarious tale of Alice's first lurching steps toward some kind of 
self-awareness and self-sufficiency." 
 
Tues., July 22:  Saving Mr. Banks  (2013) 
Starring Emma Thompson & Tom Hanks 
 
This film is in part the story of how Walt Disney, after trying 
for 20 years, finally succeeded in getting author P.L. Travers to 
allow her beloved Mary Poppins to become a film star.  But via 
flashbacks, it is also the story of the author's childhood, which 
was the source of inspiration for her story. Stellar performances 
by both Thompson and Hanks as well as secondary characters 
such as the limo driver played by Paul Giamatti make this a 
delightful film, albeit the ending was Disney-ized. 
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Tues., Aug. 26: August: Osage County (2013) 
Starring Meryl Streep, Julia Roberts, Juliette Lewis, Abigail 
Breslin & Margo Martindale 
 
In essence, this is the story of the adult daughters of the Weston 
family and their disfunctional mother. Originally a stage play, 
many critics felt the film suffered in comparison. Having not 
seen the stage version, however, Margaret Keen, Janelle 
Walker and I thought it excellent and certainly one that will 
generate much discussion, for clichéd it is not.  

 
Note: This is the film group that our branch co-sponsors with 

Gail Borden Library, which is where the films are shown.  

Open to the public at no charge, show time is 6 pm; discussion 

follows.  Food/drink may be brought into whichever room 

we're assigned for the evening. 

 

                        Femmeprov 
                                 From Gareth Sitz 
 
Femmeprov will be performing at the Elgin Fringe Festival in 
downtown Elgin September 11-14.  I have developed the script 
from improvisation and group process.  Shirley May Byrnes 
and Madeline Franklin, one of our newer members, have been 
part of the script development process.  The show is called My 

Mother Always Told Me and deals with the relationship 
between mothers and daughters.  The show consists of my 
original music, poetry, and a series of comic and poignant 
sketches.  
 
In addition, I will be facilitating another Femmeprov Workshop 
July 20th at Congregation Kneseth Israel.   Prior workshops co-
sponsored by AAUW have taken place at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church and the Church of the Brethren. The 
workshop is designed to explore women’s issues using 
improvisational theatre techniques.  No experience is 
necessary, just a desire to have fun and learn at the same time.  
Women over the age of 16 are eligible to attend.  Registration 
forms will soon be available for this day of creativity and 
enlightenment.  Several AAUW members have participated in 
these workshops and have enjoyed them a great deal. Please 
contact me to express your interest:  femmeprov@gmail.com. 
 

                   Evening Crafters 
                           From Linda Rusenovich 
 
Please note new times and dates for the summer months.   
 
July – Thursday, July 10, 9:30-11:30 am, at Jelayne Ewers’ 
home (13426 Dakota Fields Dr., Huntley -- Del Webb). We 
will be working on a 3D Rose Felt Table Mat. The pattern 
shows the felt in a gold color, but any color background would 
work. 
 
You will need: 
1 yd. felt for background color - mustard seed suggested 
(1) -12 x 18 piece of green felt for leaves and stems - Reets 
Relish suggested 
(1) – 12 x 18 piece of Straw felt (ivory or cream) 
DMC embroidery floss to match each color 
 Scissors           Needle          Straight Pins 

The approximate finished size 16”. 
 
August - Thursday, August 14, 9:30-11:30 am, at Lee 
Engman’s home (330 South Benton, Palatine) to finish the 
project. To car pool either date, call Jelayne 847-515-1145. 

 
        AAUW-IL Convention Reports  
                          From Shirley May Byrnes 
 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA): One of AAUW's focuses 
this year is the passage of the ERA. At the convention, Marti 
Aladek, Public Policy Chair of the Downers Grove Area 
Branch, gave the background of this constitutional amendment 
and why its passage is still important to women. Many of those 
in attendance, and many of our members, were involved with 
the effort to get it passed in the 1970's. 
 
Why is it still important? As Maria explained, there is only one 
right for women in the constitution, and that is the right to vote. 
There is some protection for women in the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and its articles, which include statements about gender 
equity. Both the right to vote and the Civil Rights Act have 
been eroded by Congress, the courts, and several states in 
recent years. The courts don't give as much attention to gender 
discrimination as to race discrimination which is given a higher 
level of scrutiny. Passage of the ERA would give gender 
discrimination the same level of scrutiny.  
 
There has been an attempt in some of the states that have 
approved the amendment to reverse their state's ratification. 
Former supporters of the ERA, no longer see its importance. 
Some states have passed an ERA equivalent for their state. 
Illinois was one of the first to do so. As a result, some don't see 
a need for the national ERA.  
 
The ERA is an economic issue as well as a social issue. It 
would improve the chances of equal pay for equal work. 
Passage would send a strong message to businesses. The 
United States tells other countries that they need to include 
gender equity in their constitutions, but they look at us and say 
"Why when you don't?" 
 
The ERA is not just a symbolic measure, although symbols are 
important. Marti gave the example of the Declaration of 
Independence and the Emancipation Proclamation as being 
symbolic but leading to important actions. Passing the ERA 
would guarantee women rights, but it's not just women's rights, 
it’s civil rights.  
 
What can we do? Only three states need to ratify the 
amendment for it to become law. Every year, a resolution is 
reintroduced in Congress and gets lip service but goes nowhere. 
This year, Senator Mark Kirk is a lead sponsor on a three-state 
strategy bill in the Senate. We need to get Senator Dick Durbin 
to also sign on. In the House, we need to encourage our 
representatives to sign onto the House version of the resolution. 
Rep. Tammy Duckworth was mentioned as needing to co-
sponsor that resolution. We also need to talk to our state 
representatives and get them think about the issue. 
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Public Policy 101: One of the useful websites that the 
presenters mentioned was votesmart.org. The site gives voting 
records for both state and federal representatives. It also gives 
issue positions, interest group ratings, public statements, and 
campaign finances. 
 
Paula Purdue (former AAUW-IL lobbyist) stated that it is now 
possible to register your position on an Illinois bill without 
going to Springfield. Go to ilga.gov, look for the only item in 
red print - GA Dashboard - click on it, and it brings up the 
schedule for the day with committee hearings. Go to the 
committee which is hearing the bill you are interested in and 
click on the gavel. You can file a slip indicating your support 
or opposition to the bill. On the space for firm or business, you 
can put in AAUW if you wish. 
 

                        Travelogue 
                                From Becky Olson 
     

 When you read a book, you often 
find a favorite character, a 
memorable scene, discover a depth in 
another culture or relationship. 
Reading is an adventure that can lead 
you in another direction. Adventures 
may be in another book (a different 

        Becky and Cliff                 genre), a new food, a new music, new 
friendships, and experiences in travel. Forever learning makes 
for lively challenges. I am fortunate to have a nephew whom I 
dearly love as my own sons. He studied Russian at U. of I. and 
later moved to Alaska. He has always been interested in 
archaeology, art, photography, hiking, and kayaking. He’s been 
in Juneau many years, but last summer was our first time to 
make that journey.  
 
After much planning and debating a time frame, my husband 
Cliff and I boarded at O’Hare to fly in to Seattle and from there 
to Alaska. We took our passports in case our plane would be 
diverted to Canada or some other location for some unknown 
reason … I like anticipating to avoid difficulties. Steven met us 
at the Juneau airport and we headed directly to Mendenhall 
Glacier to get our first glimpse of black bears in 
their wild habitat. Steve always has his camera. 
He has taken many wildlife photos, so we made 
our attempts, too. After coffee at a local cafe, 
we quickly settled in at his home for the next two weeks. With 
Steve’s experience we had a live-in tour guide 24/7. How lucky 
could we be! It was GO –GO – GO for two weeks! Of course, 
with that opportunity, we took over 7,000 pictures to share our 
adventures. Of course our first trek was to the Mendenhall 
Glacier, which is visible from Steve’s home. 

           
Bears were on the trails. We watched families of bears crossing 
streams, catching salmon, climbing the trees. We ended most 
days with a return for more wildlife such as porcupines, birds, 
fish and flowers in bloom. We hiked many, many trails at the 
glacier.  

Another spectacular adventure  was the Tracy Arm Fjord: 
Sawyer Glacier Cruise— a full day cruise aboard Adventure 
Bound, with amazing closeness to waterfalls, jade green ice-
bergs, a huge glacier calving. YES, we saw whales, seals, and 
with binoculars mountain goats. I bought the book for this one!   
 
Near the wharf downtown, we shopped for souvenirs and 
checked out the local eateries that most cruise passengers, 
never learn about. Breakfast at a shop near the art and 
government centers before heading to Alaska State Museum 
and Juneau Douglas City Museum that emphasizes community 
cultural heritage. Every Friday there is a pipe organ concert in 
the State Capitol Building. The Mount Roberts Tramway 
provides spectacular views atop; lunch at timberline Bar & 
Grill; artisans at work; Chilkat Theater presentation of Tlinggit 
life; Raven Eagle Gifts. We were fortunate to have the 
opportunity to tour the ice cutter, in port for helioport repair … 
Soon to head to Antartica.  
 
We hiked everywhere! The Shrine of St. Therese has hiking 
trails, statue of St Therese of Lisieux; chapel; clumbarium and 
garden, labyrinth, lodge, LeVasseur cabin, rosary trail, Jubilee 
cabin, Hermitage cabin. Not far from there is the Jensen-Olson 
Arboretum – the vegetable garden provided food to Juneau 
grocers in early 1900’s and produce is now donated to local 
food banks; goal is the establishment of the Southeast Alaska 
Botanical Educational Center. There was a wedding photo 
shoot there and we talked genealogy with the curator. So many 
gardens!!! Our hikes included Rainforest and Sea Coast Nature 
Walks, old mining sites, and a salmon hatchery. We learned 
that Alaska is part of the migration for hummingbirds! So many 
trees older that the California redwoods, too. The temperatures 
were in the 80’s most of our time in Alaska.  
 
We became “locals” and enjoyed the 1st Friday Downtown 
JNU ARTS, with performances by local musician; Hawian 
dancers. We went on an excursion with the Pleinair Art group 
… Cliff reconnected with his painting! We had nighttime 
around-a-firepit jamming sessions. Kayaking and zipling 10 
lines were new interests for Cliff, while I checked out jewelry, 
estate sales. Definitely a memorable event for us. THANK 
YOU (“gunalcheesh”) for the opportunity to share some 
aspects of our Juneau Journey. 
 

                        Notices 
 
Congratulations to Rachel and Michael Bloomberg on the 
arrival of Robert Eddie Eugene, born on May 23.  
Also, congratulations to proud grandparents 
Medina and Herb Gross -- their first grandchild. 
 
Mary Vickers sends greetings to all who know her, and wants 
you to know she is enjoying her new home – DeKalb 
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center.  A while back she broke her 
hip and had surgery.  Following therapy, she is now getting 
around with a walker, except for the long distances. You may 
call Jeanne Hebeisen if you wish to contact her.  
 
 



       Message from Newsletter Editors 
 
The deadline for the September newsletter will be August 20.  
Be sure to always submit items as a Word Document to all 
three editors: 
        Medina Gross – medinag@gmail.com 
        Jeanne Hebeisen – jeanne@mc.net 
        Beverly Lovett -- lovett1988@comcast.net 
        

                       Website  
 
Updates should be submitted to Marcia Cameron 
mec515@sbcglobal.net at any time. 

 
 
        
 

 
 

                        

 
 
                                                                                 Below are pictures too good to miss!
                                       
 

         
 
  Message to all branch members from AAUW staff               Members of our branch who attended the YWCA Leadership  
              Luncheon in support of our nominee Patty Harkin 
 

                            
                      1                                                           2                                                             3 
 

      
   These 4 pictures are from the May Annual Meeting.    

1.  Beverly Lovett, Katherine Jablonowski and Liola Carey 
2.  Peggy Caughlin and Nanci Alanis  
3.  Jane Watson and Joan Hayashida at check-in table 
4.  All the certificates our branch received at the Illinois Convention 

                 (You will have to take our word for that, as they are too small to actually read!) 
  
 
 

                            4 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and self-
development for women and to foster equity and positive social 
change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 

 

 
 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             310 Copper Springs Lane 
Elgin, IL  60124      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


