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                    General Meeting 
 

Thursday, November 12 – 5:30 PM 

St. Hugh of Lincoln Episcopal Church 
SE Corner of Randall & Highland, Elgin 

 

 
 

A Trip to Nepal 
 

You are invited to join us for supper featuring a 
sampling of Nepalese food. For our program, we 
welcome back Carol Cowles, former Dean at Elgin 
Community College and former co-president of our 
branch, who will discuss her recent trip to Nepal. 
 

Calendar 
   

Nov 2      Branch Board Meeting 7:00 pm 
                Hostess: Mary Navin/Co-hostess Medina 
Gross 
 
Nov 5      Crafters 9:30 am 
                Cross Stich Ornament 
                Hostess: Lee Engman 
 
Nov 9      Great Books 7:00 pm 
                Gail Borden Public Library 
                Nine Lives, Ursula Le Guin (short story) 
                   
 

 
 
 
 
Nov 11     Good Tastes 5:00 pm 
                 Shaw’s Crab House, 1900 E. Higgins 
                 847-517-2722  
  
Nov 12     Morning Book Group 9:30 am 
                 God Help the Child, Toni Morrison 
                 Hostess: Rachel Campbell  
               
Nov 12     Branch General Meeting 5:30 pm 
                 St. Hugh of Lincoln Episcopal Church 
 
Nov 16     New!  Knitting/Crocheting Group 1:00 pm 
                 Hostess: Kathy Turnquist 
                 
Nov 18      Evening Book Group 7:00 pm 
                  Lives in Ruin, Marilyn Johnson 
                  Hostess: Kathy Turnquist 

 

Nov 20 Newsletter Deadline            
    

Nov 24    Reel Women for Real Women 6:00 pm 
                Gail Borden Public Library 
                Mad Max: Fury Road 

 

Coming Events 
 

Jane Addams Day 
From Chicago Branch AAUW 
Saturday, December 5 
Hull House Museum Residents’ Dining Hall800 South 
Halsted 
Parking: Halsted and Taylor Garage  
Cost $10 
RSVP to Chicagoaauw@hotmail.com by November 27 
 
Join AAUW for a celebration of Jane Addams Day at 
Hull House for the third year, starring feminist singer 
and songwriter Kristin Lems!  She will share stories 
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about her family’s experiences with Jane Addams and 
perform songs written about the life of Jane Addams.  
The event will conclude with lemonade and cookies. 
Come and celebrate this amazing woman.  For more 
information on Kristin Lems check out 
KristinLems.com.                                                                                       

 

 

 

Co-Presidents’ Message 
 

Well, our first two Branch meetings of the year have 

been both entertaining and thought provoking. In 

September member Marti Jernberg’s quiz about which 

characteristic or event went with which member was a 

lot of fun with a few surprising answers! The small 

group discussions we had about some of our personal 

life events and what we felt about them gave each of us 

a look at someone else’s perspective of situations that 

may have been similar to our own. We were also happy 

to learn that, contrary to what we had thought, Marti 

will continue to do our annual Yearbook, for which we 

are all very grateful! 

In October we had a wonderful panel of women 

representing three major faiths: Christianity, Judaism 

and Islam.  They each gave us some insight into what it 

meant to be a woman in their religions and some of the 

obstacles they encountered in moving up within the 

constructs of their particular faith. 

Looking forward to our future programs, Jeanne and I 

would like to once again thank our hard working 

Program Committee for a great line-up for this year. 

 
Beverly Lovett 
 

 

International Women’s Issues 
From Juanita Brook 

 
I found a site that tells about the International 
Women’s Health Coalition. This organization 
“advances the sexual and reproductive health and 
rights of women and young people, particularly 
adolescent girls in the Global South countries of 
Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East. 
They tackle ending child marriage, shattering the 
stigma of abortion, building leaders, and much more. 
Google it to see the full range of issues involved. 
 

Another UN organization, the US Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues has been around since 1982 
encouraging indigenous women to voice their needs 
and issues. But the cultures they come from have not 
responded and the women continue to suffer from 
discrimination. Subject to trafficking, poverty, lack of 
education, poor health care and violence, these women 
strive to make their plight known. It is unclear what, if 
anything, the UN can do besides setting up task forces 
and making recommendations, but it seems important 
that the women who participate feel heard and gain 
confidence to speak up for their rights. 
 
Back in Nigeria, some progress has been made in 
containing the rebel Boko Haram terrorists. Using 
children, usually girls dressed in robes, as suicide 
bombers, has been their most recent method of 
terrorism. President Obama has just sent 300 Marines 
to act as consultants in battling this disruptive group 
which has taken over a whole region of northeastern 
Nigeria, killing and uprooting people from their 
villages and preventing children, especially girls, from 
obtaining a western education. 
 

 

 

AAUW-IL Northern Fall Conference 
From Jeanne Hebeisen 

 

Shirley May Byrnes and I represented our branch at the 
AAUW-IL Northern Fall Conference at Oakton 
Community College in Des Plaines on October 10.  
Following welcome and announcements by President 
Carol Heisler, we viewed a video about AAUW -- 
“One AAUW.”  Although an Honorary 50 -Year 
Member, I learned things I did not know about 
AAUW.  We watched the “long” version (about 15 
minutes), but there is a shorter version (about 5 
minutes) that we might want to show at a branch 
meeting.  It is on the AAUW website and costs us 
nothing.  All we need is a computer to project it.  
Anyone can go to AAUW.org and watch it.  Just key in 
“One AAUW” in Search. 
 
Each participant at the Conference was able to attend 3 
of the 6 round tables presented. To cover them all, 
Shirley May and I each took 3.  I attended the 
Membership, STEM and $tart $mart/Title XI Outreach 
groups.  Among things Membership dealt with was the 
fact that we now have a “generation me”, in that 
“people demand to know what specifically your branch 
can do for them – before they join or volunteer”, and 
that there are three key motivators for someone to join 
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an organization – Personal and/or Professional 
Development, Contribution to a Greater Good and 
Belonging to a Community.  Materials from the 
roundtable will be passed on to the Membership 
Committee. 
 
The second round table covered some ways our 
branches can implement STEM, such as Hour of Code, 
where students do computer coding, and Family Math 
Night, where families to math together.  This year the 
national grant in Illinois for TechSavvy went to 
Oakton, with AAUW member Gloria Liu of their staff 
as the organizer.   
 
$tart Smart (for students) and Work Smart (for 
working women) are designed to empower girls and 
women with the skills and confidence to successfully 
negotiate their salary and benefits packages.  
Facilitators who conduct the workshops must take a 90 
minute training session.  These programs address skills 
for those starting out, changing jobs or negotiating pay 
raises/benefit packages.  Further information is on the 
national website. 
 
We ended the morning practicing an “elevator speech” 
– telling someone on a trip up or down an elevator 
what AAUW is about, and why one should like to join.  
It was suggested we invite an AAUW Fellow to speak 
at one of our branch meetings.   
 
It was a morning well spent. 
 
 

Public Policy Updates 
From Linda Knight 

 
The Supreme Court recently began a new term, and 
among the issues before the Court is the issue of 
reproductive rights. We are all familiar with Roe v. 

Wade (1973), which established abortion as a 
fundamental right protected by the Due Process Clause 
of the Fourteenth Amendment. Roe was followed in 
1992 by Planned Parenthood v. Casey, which modified 
the standards for analyzing restrictions on that right, 
specifically with regard to 1) informed consent, 2) 
spousal notice, 3) parental consent for minors, 4) 
medical emergency definition, and 5) reporting 
requirements imposed on facilities. 
Cases currently pending before the Supreme Court, or 
likely to be granted certiorari, concern targeting the 
medical providers and limiting patient access to 
providers. In the last few years, a number of states 
across the country have passed TRAP laws in an 
attempt to restrict and even eliminate women’s access 

to legal abortion. TRAP stands for Targeted Regulation 
of Abortion Providers. While many anti-choice laws 
impose restrictions on patients, TRAP laws are 
designed to prevent doctors from performing abortions 
altogether. TRAP laws are passed under the guise of 
protecting women’s health, even though the provisions 
generally do nothing to increase the standard of care. 
Often these TRAP laws would close most of the 
reproductive health care clinics in a state, leaving 
women in large portions of the state with essentially no 
access to abortion.  
Two cases to watch are Whole Women’s Health v. Cole 
(not currently before the Court, but likely to be granted 
certiorari) and Currier v. Jackson Women’s Health 

Organization (pending). Both of these cases are from 
the 5th Circuit, which covers portions of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Texas. 
As usual, Justice Kennedy is expected to be the swing 
vote on cases like this. There is a lot at stake this term!  

 
 

October Branch Meeting Minutes 
 

October 20, 2015 
The program, Women in Clergy, started at 7:00 
and was facilitated by Gareth Sitz. Co-President, 
Bev Lovett started our Business Meeting at 8:10. 
The minutes from our September 30, 2015 
meeting were approved as emailed. The 
Treasurer's Report was approved as emailed and 
will be filed for audit.  
Co Program Chair, Patti Harkin, reminded 
everyone our next meeting will be Nov. 12, 2015 
at St Hugh’s Church and our very own Carol 
Cowles will be the speaker.  
Membership Treasurer, Becki Olson stated we 
have one new member, Tish Calhamer and Linda 
Farrell is rejoining. Jeanne Hebeisen and Shirley 
May Byrnes went to the fall conference and their 
report will be in the newsletter.   
Announcements: Rachel Campbell, Publicity, asks 
for help looking for news about our branch and to 
give her copies of anything found. Patti Harkin 
passed out a flyer about NENA Holiday Tour, 
Dec. 5. Shirley May Brynes said Reel to Reel on 
Oct 27 will feature Paycheck to Paycheck and will 
be the kick off for Women on the Brink. Bev 
Lovett who is on the board of the Literacy 
Connection asked for any donation before the 
doors closed from lack of state funding. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:20. 
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Respectfully submitted 
Bonnie Hill, Secretary  
 

    New!! Knitting/Crocheting 

Group 

                       From Kathy Turnquist 
 
Katherine Jablonowski asked me to organize a 
knitting/crocheting group for members. A sign-up 
sheet was passed up at at the September meeting. I 
have contacted everyone on the list, and we have 
determined a date we would like to meet each month. 
We will meet during the afternoon, since everyone on 
the list could do this. If more people are interested, 
maybe a night group will need to be formed as well.  
We will be meeting at my home.  Bring your current 
project, or start a new one. 
 

Crafters Group 
 

This month’s meeting will be on Thursday, November 
5—note the date change—at 9:30 a.m., at the home of 
Lee Engman, 520 Beisterfield in Elk Grove Village. 
[Members interested in attending should contact Linda 
Rusenovich or Jelayne Ewers about carpooling.] 
Our project will be a cross-stitch Winter ornament—
cardinals by a snow-covered pine tree.  Supplies 
include:  DMC 318 (pearl gray), DMC 666 (Christmas 
red), DMC 736 (lt topaz), DMC 840 (med. beige 
brown), DMC 895 (very dark hunter green), DMC 
3346 (med. hunter green), and white Aida cloth—could 
be 11, 14, or 18 count Scissors and needles are needed, 
too.  Finishing supplies may be needed, but we 
probably won’t get that  
far at the meeting.  As always, all are welcome, even if 
you do not do the craft specified. 
 

 

Notice 
 
Someone left a plastic plate, cup and stainless knife, 
fork and spoon at the last meeting which Jeanne took 
home. She will bring them to the next meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Newsletter Editors 

 
Newsletter deadline for the October issue is September 20. 
Please submit all items as a Word document to all three 
editors.      
 

      Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com 

      Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net 
      Beverly Lovett - lovett1988@comcast.net 
     

                         Website 
              
Website items may be sent any time to  
      Marcia Cameron - mec515@sbcglobal.net and 
      Nancy Lamia - nancylamia@gmail.com 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation 
in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and 
positive social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             310 Copper Springs Lane 
Elgin, IL  60124      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
         
 


