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                    General Meeting 

      Thursday, October 16 - 5:00 PM 
Chooch’s Pizzeria (& Salad Bar) 

64 S. Grove Avenue, Elgin 

(Supper with no meeting) 

 

Program at 7:00 p.m. 

Gail Borden Public Library 

Public Invited 

 

“I Dwell in Possibility: An Intimate Evening with 

Emily Dickinson 

Portrayal Presenter: Betsey Means 

    
 

 
Betsey Means is one of two women behind 
WomanLore. Both are professional actresses with 
over twenty years of experience,. They are dedicated 
to inspiring you through the language of the past. 
 
WomanLore brings to life powerful women of 
bygone eras who have been waiting in the wings for 
someone to invoke their spirits, to give them space 
for a time, to live again in hearts and minds...to live 
again in the moment... 

 
Betsey is a professional actress who has performed 
with the Shakespeare Theatre, Shakespeare on the 
Green, Blue Rider Theatre and Chicago Children’s 
Theatre, among other groups. 
 

Emily Dickinson grew up in a prominent and 
prosperous household in Amherst, Mass. Along with 
her younger sister, Lavinia and older brother Austin, 
she experienced a quiet and reserved family life 
headed by her father Edward Dickinson. Emily was 
raised to be a cultured Christian woman who would 
one day be responsible for a family of her own. Her 
father attempted to protect her from reading books 
that might “joggle” her mind, particularly her 
religious faith, but Dickinson’s individualistic 
instincts and irreverent sensibilities created conflicts 
that did not allow her to fall into step with the 
conventional piety, domesticity, and social duty 
prescribed by her father and the orthodox 
Congregationalism of Amherst.  
 
Although nineteenth-century politics, economics, 
and social issues do not appear in the foreground of 
her poetry, Dickinson lived in a family environment 
that was steeped in them. Dickinson, however, 
withdrew not only from her father’s public world but 
also from almost all social life in Amherst. She 
refused to see most people, and aside from a single 
year at South Hadley Female Seminary (now Mount 
Holyoke College), she lived all her life in her 
father’s house. She dressed only in white and 
developed a reputation as a reclusive eccentric. 
Dickinson selected her own society carefully and 
frugally. Like her poetry, her relationship to the 
world was intensely reticent. Indeed, during the last 
twenty years of her life she rarely left the house. She 
died at the age of 56 years.  
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Choosing to live life internally within the confines of 
her home, Dickinson brought her life into sharp 
focus. For she also chose to live within the limitless 
expanses of her imagination, a choice she was 
keenly aware of and which she described in one of 
her poems this way: “I dwell in Possibility.” Her 
small circle of domestic life did not impinge upon 
her creative sensibilities. She saw deprivation as a 
way of sensitizing herself to the value of what she 
was missing. For Dickinson hopeful expectation was 
always more satisfying than achieving a golden 
moment. 
 
Writers contemporary to her had little or no effect 
upon the style of her writing. In her own work she 
was original and innovative, but she did draw upon 
her knowledge of the Bible, classical myths, and 
Shakespeare for allusions and references in her 
poetry. She also used contemporary popular church 
hymns, transforming their standard rhythms into 
free-form meters. 
 
Today, Dickinson is regarded as one of America’s 
greatest poets, but when she died after devoting most 
of her life to writing poetry, her nearly 2,000 poems 
– only a dozen of which were published 
anonymously during her lifetime—were unknown 
except to a small number of friends and relatives. 
Dickinson was not recognized as a major poet until 
the twentieth century, when modern readers ranked 
her a a major new voice whose literary innovations 
were unmatched by any other nineteenth-century 
poet in the united States. 
 
Though her world was simple, it was also complex 
in its beauties and its terrors. Her lyric poems 
captures impressions of particular moments, scenes, 
or moods, and she characteristically focuses upon 
topics such as nature, love, immorality, death, faith, 
doubt, pain, and the self. 
 

                   Calendar 
   

Oct. 8       Good Tastes 5:00 pm 

                 Pinstripes, 100 W. Higgins Rd.   
                 S. Barrington, 847-844-4950 
 

Oct. 9       Morning Book Group 9 am 
                 Panera Bread, Rtes. 59/72, Hoffman   
                 The Orphan Train, Christina Baker Kline   
 
Oct. 9       Evening Crafters 7 pm 

   Hostess: Jelayne Ewers  
   Cross-Stitch Door Hanger 

 
Oct. 13     Great Books 7 pm 
                 Gail Borden Public Library   
                 The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy   
                 
Oct. 16     Branch Meeting 5 pm 
                 Dinner at Chooch’s Pizzeria 
                 Meeting at GBPL 7 pm 
 
Oct. 20    Newsletter Deadline 
  
Oct. 22    Evening Book Group 7:00 pm 

                From the Ground Up, Jeanne Nolan 
                Hostess: Anne Marblestone 
 

Oct. 27    The Book Club 7:00 pm 
The Hound of the Baskerville, Sir Arthur     
Conan Doyle  
 

Oct. 28     Reel Women/Real Women 6:00 pm 
                 Gail Borden Public Library 
                 The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
 
 
 

Presidents' Message 

Shirley May Byrnes, Co-President 

 

Elgin held its first Fringe Festival from September 
11-14. AAUW members Gareth Sitz and Shirley 
May Byrnes were part of it. Gareth formed 
Femmeprov in 2008, and Shirley May became part 
of the group. Many of the group performed last 
September in the AAUW program based on Gareth's 
AAUW memoir group. In October the group 
performed a Halloween program to an enthusiastic 
audience at Danny's Pizza. When Elgin called for 
artists for its Fringe Fest, Gareth applied for 
Femmeprov to be part of it, and her proposal was 
accepted. In the spring, Femmeprov members began 
meeting to develop a 45 minute piece titled My 

Mother Always Told Me for the Festival. Gareth 
wrote several poems, songs, monologues, and 
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sketches, some developed through improvisational 
work during that time. Others contributed their 
words, and AAUW member Patty Harkin edited 
some of the pieces as well as contributing one. My 

Mother Always Told Me was performed four times 
during the festival at Imago, a venue new to us, and 
several AAUW members attended at different times. 
A big thank you to Medina Gross for organizing an 
AAUW theater outing for the 2 pm performance on 
Saturday, September 13, and to Rachel Campbell for 
hosting a get together after it. 
 
I was unable to attend the September 18 program on 
Myanmar since I was out of town and was sorry to 
miss it. I heard that it was good. I look forward to 
the October 16 program on Emily Dickinson at the 
Gail Borden Public Library District. I love Emily 
Dickinson's poetry and was fortunate enough to see 
Julie Harris perform the Belle of Amherst in 
Chicago many years ago. I performed snippets of it 
at a variety show in WI and other places.  
 
October 25 is AAUW-IL fall conference at Oakton 
Community College in Des Plaines. I hope that 
many of you plan to go. It's great to mingle with 
colleagues from northern IL and hear what their 
branches as doing. It's also an opportunity to meet 
your state officers and learn what is happening in IL 
and the nation. 
 
 

REEL WOMEN for  

REAL WOMEN   

 
 
 

Tues., Oct. 28:  The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 

(2012) 

Starring Judy Dench, Maggie Smith, Celia Imrie, 
Penelope Wilson, Tom Wilkerson, Bill Nighy and 
Slumdog Millionaire star Sonny Kapoor 
 
Adapted from a novel by Deborah Moggach, the 
film follows a group of seven British retirees who, 
for various reasons, travel to India to stay in what 
advertisements tout as the newly restored Marigold 
Hotel for the Elderly and Beautiful. Not surprisingly, 
the palace turns out to be but a crumbling shell of its 

former self and the manager's family intent on 
selling it. What makes this blend of comedy and 
drama an interesting film is the eclectic mix of 
characters and their multiple story lines. Set in 
Jaipur, the "pink city," the film also captures all the 
color and movement of modern India in a way that 
will prompt those who haven't been there to consider 
going.  —Barbara Evans 

Note: This is the film group that our branch co-

sponsors with Gail Borden Library, which is where 

the films are shown.  Open to the public at no 

charge, show time is 6 pm; discussion follows.  

Food/drink may be brought into whichever room 

we're assigned for the evening. 

 
 

EO Fundraiser 

 

 
 

Another chance to learn Mah Jongg!!  We will again 
be offering Mah Jongg lessons as a fund raiser for 
E/O. We will meet on Tuedays beginning October 
21 through November 25th from 1 - 4pm at St Hugh 
of Lincoln Episcopal Church at the corner of 
Highland and Randall.  The donation will be $60 and 
we will welcome both AAUW members and friends. 
Call or e-mail Jan Jones at 847-742-3205 or 
janbilljones@aol.com by October 5, 2015 to reserve 
your spot. Monies will be collected at the first class. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

 
Those members who requested a pdf version of the 
2014 – 2015 Yearbook were sent their copies on 
Tuesday, September 17th. Check your junk or trash 
before deleting. Hard copies were distributed to 
members who attended the general meeting held at 
the Church of the Brethren on September 18th. Some 
members picked up copies for those not in 
attendance and will deliver them. If you do not 
receive a yearbook before our October meeting at 
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Gail Borden, there will be hard copies with the 
names on them of those known not to have yet 
gotten the yearbook.  
It has also been noticed that our new 50-year 
member designations were not designated with * and 
bold italic; Marti has generously indicated that she 
can and will revise the pdf version. If you are aware 
of any changes that need to be made, please contact 
me or cc if you contact Marti. 
The Membership Committee met in September. 
Sandra Schmulbach and I have been attending 
Filemaker Pro Advanced sessions as we work 
developing the e-data membership base. Discussions 
of plans for activities to invite previous members 
and recruit new members will be on that agenda. 
Brittney Walker will be working with Margaret 
Keen and Nanci Alanis toward the development of 
an affiliate student membership chapter. Katie 
Storey and Amybeth Maurer, our college 
representatives, will be involved with the plans and 
programs. Another discussion will be how to best 
use the leadership skills of our NCCWSL members. 
If you have an idea or suggestion, please submit it to 
any member of the committee prior to our next 
October 23rd committee meeting. 
Best news: We have 120 members. Because we add 
new members, we are entitled to use free National 
gift memberships. At our May dinner meeting, 
Sharon Spates and Miriam Lytle received their free 
National gift memberships for FY15. Nicki 
Skogfeldt for her leadership in “Getting Out the 
Vote” and Margaret Keen for her leadership in 
“STEM” have also received free National gift 
memberships for FY15. 
Our goal to have 200 active members continues! 
Please consider bringing a friend to our general 
meeting at Gail Borden on Oct 16th. There will be 
brochures, pamphlets, and applications to encourage 
membership in our branch. Remember the October 
meeting is open to the public. Wearing your name 
tag might let others who attend know you are an 

Elgin Area Branch AAUW member.  
As always encourage our new members to 
participate in our activities. Our newest member is 
Sharon LeCount. She used our new e-application 
attached to our referral letter. Her contact info is 
included in this newsletter. 
Membership Committee: Mary Ellen Barbezat, 
Rachel Campbell, Rosemary Dyson, Medina Gross, 

Joan Hayashida, Jan Jones, Fay Kitchin, Mary 
Navin, Sandra Schmulbach, Brittney Walker, Jane 
Watson, and Becky Olson, chair. 
 
New Member: 
Sharon LeCount 
192 South Union Street 
Elgin, IL 60120 
H: 1.847.608.7609 
C: 1.224.595.9815 
Email: slec192@yahoo.com 
 
Known Yearbook changes: 
Victoria Rodriguez 
Vrodriguez2921@gmail.com 
 
Margaret Keen 
773.592.2963 
 
 

TO THE EAST AND THE PAST:  TRAVEL 

THROUGH TIME 

Submitted by Carol Cowles 
 
Following my retirement in June 2013, I have been 

very willing to consider being “on 
the go” … anywhere and for any 
reason. My “Beloved Spousal 
Unit” Jim Fletcher and I have 
never forgone visits to our six 
children or five siblings, but now, 
having the luxury of extending 
trips to include sites and sights 
that we have passed by during 
more structured days and limited 

vacation weeks, as well as having (gasp!) time to 
actually go places where we don’t know anyone for 
no particular reason has made us happy gypsies.  In 
fact, we have been “away” more than “home” since 
last year. For reasons that I cannot explain, we often 
take along a small Peewee Herman puppet that 
Fletcher found in a thrift shop years ago.  Pewee fits 
in Fletcher’s backpack and pops up in pictures … 
Liam & Peewee and with State Capitols in the 
background. 
Our most recent trip was an interesting combination 
with lots of surprises, smiles, and tugs at our 
heartstrings. We drove 4012 miles seated side by 
side in my new Prius, talking about our past(s) and 
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future, listening to great music and a few old radio 
programs thanks to Sirius and looking at winter-
spring-winter-spring- summer- spring winter 
landscapes as we traveled to Syracuse NY, Ithaca 
NY. Baltimore MD, Savannah GA, Naples FL, 
Sarasota FL, Nashville TN, and home to Elgin. Here 
are a few particulars: 
 
Syracuse - our first mutual home 

Fletcher and I met and married in 
Syracuse, joining our families of 4 
and 2 children. One daughter, 
Megan, still lives there with her 
husband Michael and our 2 
grandchildren Cecelia and Olivia. 
Megan teaches at the high school 
she attended and is very involved 
with her union and very unhappy 

with the state of public 
education in the US 
today…which all our children 
who are teachers and/or parents 
concur.  Visiting is a short 
course in public education- 
Upstate New York version, but 

great fun 
while eating, 
drinking, and 
discussing. In 
addition, we had the opportunity to 
check in with former Onondaga 
students, who were members of the 
Native American Club when 
Fletcher and I held various 
positions at Onondaga Community 

College. The planned reunion of Upward Bound 
students and co-workers from the days when I was 
employed by this federally funded program, had to 
be cancelled due to a blizzard, but we did manage to 
catch up with many former students who stayed in 
the Syracuse area including LaVergne who made us 
Godparents to her wonderful daughter Elisheba, now 
21.  Reuniting with former students and sharing their 
successes is truly my favorite activity!  
 
Ithaca- The Big Chill revisited 
This leg of the trip was a dutiful one. We needed to 
memorialize a longtime friend who ended his life in 
November. His colleagues from Cornell organized 

an alternate Celebration of Life for his adult children 
and themselves after being left out of the services 
held in New York where he had been living with his 
second wife. Despite the tragic and exclusionary 
circumstances, it was just the kind of party Don 
would have loved: loud and raucous … held in a 
winery and filled with great stories of a life of 
passion and purpose. We were able to recall our 
friend’s unique characteristics and hold his family 
close as we did so! 
 
Baltimore- Bringing the storm with us 
Daughter Kate lives in Baltimore with her children 
“Little” Fletcher and Zach. There is no confusion if I 
just remember to refer to “Big” Fletcher as “Boppa”- 
his preferred grandfather name! Fast and furious 
playing of games and reading of books were our 
primary activities until the snow began to fall and 
the joy of finding the perfect snowflake on a school 
cancelled day took over! Then it was time to head 
south. 
 
Savannah- an overnight to whet our appetite 
Just a quick stop to rest on our way to Florida … but 
the absolute charm of this city will be calling us 
back. Though unseasonably cold, we “layered up” 
and tramped around, making notes of places to 
revisit when we return! 
 
Naples- What a lovely, warm, sunny place! 
Fletcher’s sister and her husband bought a home 
here several years ago and have been very generous 
in sharing it with us.  It is always great fun to spend 
time with them: retired nurse and police officer, 
whose politics and world views are very different 
from ours but whose hospitality and family 
appreciation have enabled us to grow beyond 
tolerance to appreciation. We boated, toured, and ate 
with gusto. We especially enjoyed 3 year old 
Frankie, their great grandson who is being raised by 
his grandparents. What a loving and challenging 
commitment! 
 
Sarasota- Where I hear my mother laughing in the 
sound of the waves. 
About the time I left home to go to college, my 
mother started actually taking a spring break with 
my younger sisters and meeting her sisters and their 
families in Sarasota. Eventually she and her sisters 
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would spend March at Casa Mar, a quirky condo 
resort that looked then and still looks like a 1960’s 
motel. As we were able, we would join them as they 
held sway basking for hours in the beautiful 
(unhealthy) sun talking about whatever was on their 
minds and contemplating the next meal ...”Out or in 
…” the conversation would usually start.  They are 
gone now, but my sisters, cousins, and I return to 
Casa Mar in March bringing with us whatever 
family members are able to join us.  Many of the 
same folks who know our mothers are still there and 
it is as comfortable as slipping on your flip-flops to 
return to the discussion of where to eat. This year, it 
was especially satisfying because one of my sisters 
has been battling lung cancer since October and has 
responded so well to her involvement in a clinical 
trial that she was able to join us.  Her sons and their 
families made the week a VERY active one with 
fishing trips on the ocean and many other outings 
that “interfered” with our beach time. But, we all 
tried hard to look for balance and achieved it, 
indeed. 
 
Nashville- Ribs and music 
For the past few years, Fletcher and I have driven to 

and from 
Florida and 

have 
discovered 

that Nashville 
is the perfect 

overnight 
stop. We roll 

in about 5pm, park and walk to Tootsies for a cold 
beer and hot music.  No matter what time of day or 
night you go, Tootsies has live music 
playing…young musicians hoping to be discovered! 
The only difference this year was…freezing cold!  
After we parked, we rummaged through our bags to 
find our winter clothes, which we had packed for 
Upstate New York. Boots (not cowboy boots) hats, 
scarves, and gloves secured, we ventured over to 
Tootsies.  It was so crowded, that we couldn’t even 
squeeze in the door so we headed out to look for 
ribs.  Finding a table in a pretty good joint, we heard 
a slightly accented voice ask “Can we join you?” 
Flashing back to the long tables in German 
Rathskellers, we nodded. Yep, German tourists…a 
scientist and his college age daughter in search of a 

little Americana on a cold night!  We had a great 
time, exchanged email addresses and parted 
company. They were headed to the Opry and we to a 
quick overnight before driving back to Elgin.  
Then it was on the road again … actually, on the 
plane and cruise ship: Madrid, Barcelona, Marseille, 
Monte Carlo, Florence, Amalfi, Taormina, Kusadasi, 
Santorini, Athens, Rome then home to Elgin. What a 
treat it is to travel with my boon companion 
Fletcher, and his boon companion, Peewee! 
 
 

Getting to Know Our Advertisers 
From Tom’s Plumbing 

 
Tom’s Plumbing Inc. is an honest, reliable Ma and 
Pa shop that’s been around for over 40 years.  Our 
loyal customer base knows we get the job done right 
at a great price that can’t be beat anywhere.  Our 
great prices grab attention, but we keep our 
customers with our integrity, reliability, excellent 
service and clean, quality work.  We specialize in 
repair, maintenance and installation of: 
 
Plumbing Repair; Water Heaters; Drains; Faucets; 
Garbage Disposals; Pipes; Sewers; Showers; Sinks; 
Sump Pumps; Toilets; Water Softeners and Filters; 
Rodding; Repiping Hydronic Systems, such as 
Boilers and Radiators, etc.;  Backflow Prevention; 
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling and Additions; 
and 24-Hour Emergency Service for both 
Residential and Commercial. 

  
Message from Jeanne Hebeisen 
 
We are looking for the board with the ads printed in 
the newsletter that was being displayed at branch 
meetings.  Also, last week at the Branch Meeting, I 
left my jacket.  It is black with white trim.  If you  
have either of these items please contact me at 
jeanne@mc.net. Thanks. 
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Message from Newsletter Editors 
 
Newsletter deadline is September 20 for the October issue. 
Please submit all items as a Word document to all three editors.      
 
      Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com 

      Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net 
      Beverly Lovett - lovett1988@comcast.net 

     

                        Website 
 
Website items go to Marcia Cameron mec515@sbcglobal.net.  
They may be sent at any time. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             310 Copper Springs Lane 
Elgin, IL  60124      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


