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April AAUW Branch Meeting 

Tuesday, April 1, 2014 
 

Buffet Supper & Branch Meeting 

Toom Toom Thai Restaurant 
 

Program 
 

Laura Mueller from the Art Institute of Chicago: 

“Holland and Belgium – A Journey in Art and History” 

 

***Please Note New Supper Venue*** 
 

Buffet Supper and Short Meeting: 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.  

Toom Toom Thai Restaurant, 23 South Grove Ave., Elgin                                                                                                                                      

(free parking lot across the street). 

 

Reservations: Please call Muriel Fenzel (847-428-6397 

or e-mail muriel5@sbcglobal.net  

 

Buffet Includes: Appetizer, Salad, Three Entrees, 

Dessert, Soft Drink, Coffee and Tea. 
 

 Cost: $13 includes tax (Payment made in cash to AAUW 

Treasurer on arrival at Toom Toom Restaurant.)  

 Reservations close Friday, March 28th. No cancellations 

may be made after Friday, March 28th.  
 

Program: 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  Gail Borden Public Library   

Laura Mueller, our “Art Buffs” favorite lecturer at the 

Art Institute of Chicago, will present a program 

highlighting the art of Holland and Belgium. Laura will 

include the masterpiece, “The Ghent Altarpiece” 

painted by Jan Van Eyck. It is one of the most frequently 

stolen art works in the world, weighing over one ton. It 

was coveted by Hitler and was taken by the Germans in 

1942 from its hiding place at Chateau de Pau, in the 

south of France. It was found in the Altaussee Salt mine 

by the Monuments Men in 1945 after WWII. It is, at 

last, back in the Cathedral for which it was painted, St. 

Bavo in Ghent, after 600 years of nearly constant covert 

movement. Laura will give us the history and beauty of 

Holland and Belgium through its art in her program.  
                            
Enrichment Suggestions: 

“The Monuments Men: Allied Heroes, Nazi Thieves and 

the Greatest Treasure Hunt in History” by Robert M. 

Edsel   

 “The Girl with the Pearl Earring” by Tracy Chevalier 

                                                           
Calendar 

 

Apr 1        Branch Meeting 5 PM 

                  Toom Toom Restaurant and Gail Borden                    

                  Library 
                            

Apr 9        Good Tastes 5 PM 

                  Greek Village 

                  795 E. Golf Rd., Schaumburg 
  

Apr 10     Morning Book Group 10 AM  

                 Hostess- Barb Chase 

   Prague Winter 

                 Madeline Albright 
 

Apr 14    Great Books 7 PM 

                Gail Borden Library 

                               Poetry Session: works from Langston Hughes,  

                Gerard Manley Hopkins, Sir Thomas Wyatt,     

                Robert Hayden, Anne Bradstreet 
 

Apr 20    Newsletter Deadline 

                For May issue 
 

Apr 21     Evening Crafters 7 PM  

                 Hostess, Linda Rusenovich 
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Apr 22     Reel Women/Real Women 6 PM 

                 Gail Borden Public Library 

                 Gravity 
 

Apr 23    Evening Book Group  7 PM 

                Hostess: Katherine Jablonowski 

                The Round House by Louise Erdrich 
                   
May 5      Board Meeting   7 PM 

                 At Wilma Booth’s 

              556 N. Melrose Ave., Elgin 

                               
 

Presidents' Message 

Shirley May Byrnes, Co-President 
 

The green of St. Patrick's Day is appearing in lawns and 

flower beds as the snow melts away and the sun shines. 

Spring is just around the corner we hope! 

 

AAUW has presented three great programs since 2014 

started. In January, Patty Harkin moderated a panel of 

four Elgin business women who shared their expertise 

and insights with attendees. The women were AAUW 

members Bonnie Hill, realtor; Anna Moeller, nonprofit 

executive and city councilwoman; Betsy Kuhn, owner of 

Elgin Knit Works; and Margaret Keen, attorney. The 

February program featured a panel that discussed 

Immigration and Education: Opening the Doors of 

Opportunity. It was interesting to learn about the 

barriers undocumented students face in public schools 

and the assistance available to help them through the 

process. In addition to AAUW members, many Spanish 

speakers attended the program. In March, Belle 

Staurowsky shared her experiences from 4 working trips 

to the slums of India where she taught females of all 

ages not fall prey to prostitution and human trafficking. 

She uses martial arts to build self esteem and teach 

them strategies to avoid dangers. She has started a 

similar program in Chicago. 

 

Congratulations to Mary Ellen Barbezat, the recipient of 

the 2014 Susan B. Anthony award from our branch! 

Gareth Sitz informed us of her many activities in the 

community and on behalf of AAUW at the March 4 

meeting. 

 

It was great to see many AAUW members at the annual 

Women's History Brunch on March 15 at ECC. Dr. Rise 

Jones introduced us to a new word - song-tivists - as she 

told us of women leading protests through history and 

writing/singing songs that carried their message to the 

people. Rise's marvelous voice rang through the room 

as she shared many of the songs accompanied by Dr. 

Margaret Brady. The protest that was new to me was 

that against lynching which was still active as recent as 

1968.  

 

Wilma and I have agreed to continue as your co-

presidents for a second year. We'll be calling people to 

chair the various committees later this spring or early 

this summer. Please be thinking about how you might 

like to be involved in AAUW and let us know. 

 

I hope that you have marked your calendar for May 2 & 

3, 2014 and plan to attend the annual convention of 

AAUW-IL  at Pheasant Run, St. Charles.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity to learn what AAUW is doing 

around the state and nationally. Information about the 

convention and the registration form appeared in the 

Spring 2014 issue of Illinois Link. 

 

Annual Dinner 

May 6, 2014 

Elgin Country Club 
 

Once again, we are fortunate to have our May dinner 

meeting at the Elgin Country Club.  Social hour will be at 

6:00; dinner begins at 6:30.  Our menu will include 

salad, chicken Florentine, bread, dessert, coffee and 

tea.  A vegetarian option is available.  The price remains 

$30 which includes the gratuity. 

 

Please send your check to Brooke Transue, 176 

Oakmont Ave., Elgin, IL 60123 by April 29th.  Don’t 

forget to indicate your meal choice. 

 

A Message from AAUW’s National 

President to our Presidents 
 

Dear Member Leaders, 
 

As AAUW continues to move forward in a changing 

world, so have our Strategic Plan and our Vision 

Statement.  AAUW empowers all women and girls to 
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reach their highest potential.  We are very proud to 

share the new AAUW Strategic Plan with you and your 

members.  
 

Sincerely, Patricia Fae Ho 
 

AAUW President 

 
 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITES 

GARAGE SALE 
From Jan Jones and Katherine Jablonowski 

 

Please note in your calendars that we will be holding 

our Spring Garage Sale at Jean Jederman's home on 

May 14-17, 2014. 

 

 We need volunteers to donate desirable books, toys, 

clothes and other items for sale; to help with 

organizing, pricing and selling the goods; and to 

transport what remains to Goodwill or another worthy 

site. May 14th will be set for dropping off items from 

3:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Sorting and pricing will be on May 

15th from 9 am to 5 pm. The sale, itself, will take place 

on May 16th from 9 am to 5 pm and May l7th from 9 

am to 3 pm. We'll need additional tarps, clothes racks, 

and tables. 

 

This fundraiser is really a lot of fun and helps sponsor 

Fellowship recipients such as those presenting their 

work at our April 12th brunch which will be held this 

year at the Highland Park Country Club.   

We will be sending around sign-up sheets at various 

upcoming meetings. You may also call or email either of 

us and we will be happy to add your name to the list. If 

you have a "big" item which would especially attract 

shoppers, please let us know in advance so that we 

could include it in our advertising.  

 

 

AAUW Used Book Sale 
Wheaton-Glen Ellyn Branch 

Wednesday, May 7 - Saturday, May 10, 2014  
Glen Ellyn Civic Center 

535 Duane Street, Glen Ellyn 
 

Wednesday - Opening Night* 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm. ($10 

fee for adults Opening Night only) 

No Scanner Fee on Opening Night! 

Thursday and Friday – 9:00 am to 9:00 pm (free 

admission) 

Saturday – 9:00 am to 2:00 pm (free admission)        

Books by the Bag! ($10 per Bag) 

 
 

Susan B. Anthony Presentation 

for Mary Ellen Barbezat 
 

Mary Ellen Barbezat is a woman of passion, dedication, 

and determination, and it is my pleasure to present her 

with the Susan B. Anthony award. She is receiving this 

honor due to her consistent involvement in local affairs, 

her commitment to seeking fair treatment for Illinois 

teachers, and her activism in response to national and 

state AAUW causes.  Nicki Skogfeldt, who nominated 

Mary Ellen for this award, says that no other member 

has come close to Mary Ellen’s level of response; she 

has signed petitions, sent e-mails to friends and former 

colleagues, made phone calls to state and local officials, 

and expressed herself face to face on a number of 

issues affecting our community, state, and nation. Her 

tireless energy and tenacity in fighting for things she 

believes in has brought her the admiration of her peers.  
 

I first met Mary Ellen at Elgin Academy in 1971.  We 

then went on to teach together in the English 

department at Elgin High School.  When Streamwood 

High School opened in 1978, we both transferred to the 

new high school, where we developed curriculum and 

intensified our friendship.  
 

After encouraging Mary Ellen to join AAUW,  I watched 

as she gradually increased her involvement.   An avid 

gardener, she graciously opened her beautiful garden 

for our Garden Walk in 2010. Like everything else in her 

life, Mary has tended her garden with fervor and 

discipline, spending long hours creating a stunning 

environment. Her garden is just one example of Mary 

Ellen’s aesthetic sense and appreciation of the arts. She 

expresses her creativity designing and sewing lovely 

quilts and taking pride in decorating her home.  In 

addition, she subscribes to the Elgin Symphony 

Orchestra and attends theatrical events on a regular 

basis. 
 

As a teacher, Mary Ellen was known for her knowledge 

of subject matter, high expectations, and her strong 
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convictions.  She worked hard to instill a love of 

literature and a solid command of grammar. She was 

particularly adept in the teaching of composition, 

reading each student’s work carefully and writing 

thoughtful comments on their papers..  I always 

thought of her as the quintessential English teacher, 

with skills and techniques to be emulated by her 

colleagues. 

 

On a personal note, I value Mary Ellen’s sensitivity, 

kindness, and generosity. She is an excellent listener, a 

skill I know has been valuable as she has served on our 

AAUW membership committee.  While initially, Mary 

Ellen seems on the quiet side, those who know her well 

can attest to her total lack of timidity when it comes to 

expressing herself with gusto about matters close to her 

heart. Currently, she is immersed in the current battle 

over pension reform in the sate of Illinois. 

 

When Mary Ellen was told she was to receive the Susan 

B. Anthony Award, she called me in disbelief, saying she 

didn’t know what she had done to deserve this honor. 

This modesty and humility are just other signs of Mary 

Ellen’s strength of character. We are so very fortunate 

to have Mary Ellen Barbezat as a member of our Elgin 

Area Branch of AAUW, a woman most deserving of the 

award we grant her today. –Gareth Sitz 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS  (Barbara Evans) 

The first International Women’s Day (IWD) was 

inaugurated in 1911 by socialists and labor activists calling 

for rights for working women, including the many 

garment workers slaving away in 16-hour shifts in 

unhealthy, unsafe conditions. On March 8 this year, 

thousands marched in Dhaka to protest the abhorrent 

garment factory working conditions that still exist in 

Bangladesh. (Just how dire conditions are for garment 

workers worldwide is documented in a cartoon found at 

http://www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/22366-its-the-

money-honey  ) 

 

Also inspired by the radical spirit that originally 

characterized IWD was the international delegation of 100 

women who went to Gaza to expose the desperate 

situation of Palestinian women. Unfortunately, Egypt had 

closed the border, so they could not get in. Among them 

was Medea Benjamin, the co-founder of Code Pink, who 

was not only jailed overnight but had her arm broken. 

Since March 15, 2011, when the Syrian crisis began, an 

estimated 140,000 have been killed; roughly 6.5 million 

have been displaced inside their own country; and 2.5 

million refugees have been created, 80% of them women 

and children. On Feb. 22 of this year, the U.N. Security 

Council passed a resolution calling for "unfettered and 

immediate humanitarian access" to three million people 

who have been hard to reach with aid. Subsequently U.S. 

Senators Kaine and Rubio have introduced a resolution 

calling for the same. On March 14, I received the following 

request:  Call on your Senators to immediately halt 

indiscriminate attacks on civilians and urge them to 

facilitate access to humanitarian aid throughout Syria»  

Though you will be reading this almost two weeks later, I 

imagine that your call will still be needed. 

 

Evidence that one person can make a difference abounds 

in a book that I had difficulty putting down: Creating 

Room to Read: A Story of Hope in the Battle for Global 

Literacy by John Wood, the former Microsoft executive 

who created a non-profit to "put books within every 

child's reach," beginning with those "impoverished 

children whose schools and villages have been swept 

away by war or natural disaster and girls whose 

educations would otherwise be ignored." Gail Borden 

Library has a copy of this as well as of Wood's first book, 

Leaving Microsoft to Change the World.  

At a friend's home several weeks ago, I had the 

opportunity to leaf through Share: The Cookbook that 

Celebrates Humanity by Women for Women 

International (WFWI) that was published in May of last 

year. Not only do its dishes look mouth-watering; 

according to my friend and Amazon reviewers, they are 

not difficult to make, nor do they require difficult-to-find 

ingredients. The recipes included in this 256-page book 

come from women living in the war-torn countries where 

WFWI works as well as from international chefs and well-

known humanitarians who support the organization's 

work. Interspersed with them are "inspiring stories" from 

the women whose lives have been changed by WFWI. 

Most noteworthy of all, however, is that 100% of the 

publisher's profits will go to WFWI. 
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Evening Crafters April Meeting 
 

The crafters will be meeting April 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at 

the home of Jelayne Ewers at 13426 Dakota Fields Dr. in 

Huntley.  This will be a planning meeting for the year.  

This is a good time to make suggestions to the group of 

things you would be interested in making.  Bring ideas 

and/or pictures of ideas for us to consider.   If you would 

like to carpool, call Linda Rusenovich @847-741-7636.  If 

you would just like to see what kind of projects we are 

considering, feel free to come just for conversation and 

dessert.  If you have questions, call Jelayne @ 847-515-

1145.   

 

REEL WOMEN for  

REAL WOMEN 
 

 

 

Tues., April 22:  Gravity  (2013) 

Starring Sandra Bullock and George Clooney 

Dir. Alfonso Cuarón, the first Latino to win the Best 

Director Oscar 
 

Said Cuarón after receiving his first Oscar this year, 

"Sandy, you're the heart and soul of the film. You're the 

most amazing collaborator. . ."  Though Cate Blanchett 

won Best Actress for her role in Blue Jasmine, critics 

unanimously declared Bullock a worthy contender. "The 

real show is Bullock in a solo performance that's a series 

of reactions to catastrophically changing circumstances," 

wrote critic Liam Lacey.  
 

Just in case any one is unfamiliar with those 

circumstances— Bullock plays a medical engineer on her 

first shuttle; Clooney a veteran astronaut on his last. "On 

a routine spacewalk, disaster strikes, leaving them 

completely alone, tethered to nothing but each other and 

spiraling out into blackness. Running out of time and 

oxygen, they search for a way back home and hope to 

avoid the next wave of debris that destroyed their 

shuttle." 
 

But as Chicago critic Matt Seitz wrote, "For all its stunning 

exteriors, Gravity is really concerned with emotional 

interiors, and it goes about exploring them with simplicity 

and directness, letting the actors' faces and voices carry 

the burden of meaning. It's a film about what happens to 

the psyche as well as the body in the aftermath of a 

catastrophe."  —Barbara Evans, Margaret Keen & Janelle 

Walker 
 

Note: This is the film group that our branch co-sponsors 

with Gail Borden Library, which is where the films are 

shown.  Open to the public at no charge, show time is 6 

pm; discussion follows.  Food/drink may be brought into 

whichever room we're assigned for the evening 

 

May 27:  Philomena 

June 24:  Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore  (rescheduled 

from January) 
 

 

Membership Matters 
 

April means taxes are due. For members who paid dues 

for this year at $72.00: Of that amount $49.00 goes to 

National and you are entitled to a $46.00 tax deduction. 

Hope you remembered to take that deduction. When 

you access your membership profile on the National 

website, you will find a listing of your contributions.  

We are also able to receive information about what is 

happening with alerts from AAUW. Are you a two-minute 

activist? It’s so easy so get alerts and respond. Please 

encourage others to become active members on this 

level to promote our mission statements. 

 

Our current branch membership is 122 members. The 

National roster is up to date. Several women have 

indicated interest in becoming members but monies and 

applications have not been received or processed. We 

will keep you posted so that you may add their data to 

your yearbook and invite them to participate in our 

interest groups and activities. 

 

Members of the committee will be contacting you via 

phone regarding attendance at our May annual meeting 

and dues for FY15. Dues run from July 1 to June 30 of the 

following year. This year we will have five new MBHL 

members (50 Year members) … they will not be paying 

dues. A feature article will run in the May or Summer 

issue of the AAUW Times. 

 

The records data project continues with Sandra 

Schmulbach at the helm. Thanks to her, Rosemary Dyson, 

Joan Hayashida, and Mary Ellen Barbezat for their help at 

the February meeting in my absence. 
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Hope you enjoy the travelogue in this issue. No bio and 

pix were received to include at this time. Updates are 

expected in coming newsletters. 

 

~ submitted by Becky Olson Membership VP 

 

 

Riding the Tail of the Tiger 
by Miriam Anderson Lytle 

. 

After four decades, and 21 hours of air travel, I finally 

arrived in Beijing. It sounds like half a lifetime. Yet the 

years have flown since I was a child gazing at jade 

carvings in my grandfather’s museum, and more than 30 

years since I wrote the coffee table book The Lizzadro 

Collection: Chinese Jades and Other Hard Stone Carvings, 

always yearning to see ancient China. 

 

It was mere weeks after my friend Sharon Button and I 

realized we both had sons living in Asia, Brett in Beijing 

and Will in Seoul, that we applied for Chinese visas. We’d 

also bring Sharon’s adult son Beau who lives with her. My 

son Will would join us en route. We’d meet Sharon’s son 

Brett who teaches in Beijing, and spend Christmas 

together on the other side of the world, literally.   

 

 We designed a custom trip with Access China because of 

their voluntourism with Giant Pandas. My previous job 

experience as a deluxe cultural travel development 

coordinator came in handy. No foreigners in their right 

mind were going to China when the Yangtze was likely 

frozen, and air quality from coal burning ranged from 

bad for your health if you have asthma to hazardous for 

anybody. We packed our face masks, winter boots, long 

johns, wool socks, and broad spectrum antibiotics. 

 

After visiting Brett’s international school 

on our first of fourteen days in China, I 

was in heaven at the Temple of Heaven, 

Forbidden City, Summer Palace, Sacred 

Way, Ming Tombs, and the Great Wall. 

In addition to the classic brochure must-

see sites such as Xi’an’s terra cotta warriors, we also 

visited a jade factory, silk factory, and spent 2 ½ days 

cleaning up Giant Panda bear poop and feeding them 

fresh bamboo, meat cakes, carrots and apples. The 

strange misty mountains on the Li River looked exactly 

like the painted scrolls in my living room. So much to see, 

so little time! 

 

Yet I was not prepared for the toll the Cultural Revolution 

under Mao had taken on the ancient relics and historic 

sites. While much had been restored by UNESCO since 

China opened its doors to tourists, much more had been 

destroyed.  

 

Today the attitude increasingly appreciates ancient 

culture, a rekindled interest in their rich heritage and a 

backlash against Mao’s enforced austerity lifestyle. One 

guide told us with bitterness in his voice, “They (the 

government officials) say ‘Tiananmen Square never 

happened.’ But little kids today don’t even know who 

Mao was. And nobody cares much.” 
     
At each airport (Beijing, Xi’an, Chengdu, Guilin, 

Shanghai), a new guide met us and ushered our small 

group into a minivan with driver. Most of guides were in 

their twenties, only one of the five was male. They spoke 

openly about their desire for democracy, the gaping 

divide between rich and poor with no middle class, the 

pressure and competition for jobs yet lack of options, the 

frustration of arranged marriages, and the desire for 

material things. All had graduated from foreign language 

college; one had wanted to be a nurse, another had 

begun as a kindergarten teacher.  

 

There seemed an intertwining thread for success: 

knowing the right people and being born under the right 

zodiac sign. If you were a dragon or a tiger, you’d do well. 

Dogs and snakes were out of luck. Even if you were “one 

in a million”, with China’s population at about 1.354 

billion, competition was fierce!   

 

One stroke of luck this year for our young Han guides was 

the lifting of the one child policy if both spouses were 

from one child families.  It was expensive to have a 

second child (approximately $3,500), but they were glad 

to at least have a choice. Most felt it was unfair that 

China’s ethnic minorities did not have a birthrate limit. 

Few children were seen in the cities which were intensely 



 

 

 

 

 

7 

crowded and polluted. Beijing and Shanghai make 

Chicago look like a quaint provincial town. A staggering 

army of new high-rises reached upward in stages of 

construction everywhere except the panda reserve.  
 

The contrast of 21st century and ancient ways of life was 

a paradox. Even the old lady carrying the woven basket 

on her back had a smart phone in her pocket. Wait staff 

used mobile devices to take orders, and one restaurant 

even handed us an iPad in lieu of a menu. Airports were 

clean, vast and new, with all seven of our flights taking 

off and landing on time, a rare treat for Chicagoans.  

Still, drinking water was not potable and sewage systems 

were insufficient. Kitchen sanitation was not a law. Food 

service staff used the squat toilets (we all did) without a 

thought about hand washing. Smoking was the norm in 

public places and restaurants.  
 

The Chinese seemed generally happy. In public squares 

and parks they sang karaoke, played games, danced, 

gambled, or practiced Tai Chi in spite of the winter chill. 

Crime rates are low in China and we felt safe even 

packed like sardines in the city streets and public places.  

In the big cities, many spoke English. In the country few 

did, but they stared into our big white faces and cajoled 

their child to greet us “Hello!”   
 

  Food was plentiful and 

cheap, about $5 for a healthy 

lunch at an average 

restaurant. It was difficult to 

judge how much one ate 

since we followed the 

traditional style of eating 

from communal dishes using our chopsticks. A tiny 

saucer was our dinner plate, plus a bowl for rice, noodles 

or soup. Hot Pots were large steel pots sunk into the 

tabletop with a gas burner underneath the table. Platters 

of lotus, spinach, baby cabbage leaves, fungi, meats and 

noodles were individually tossed into the rolling 

seasoned broth, one side Schezwan spicy and one side 

milder (by Sharon and my request). 

 

  We celebrated Will’s 24th 

birthday with traditional 

Peking Duck which is eaten in 

a tortilla-like wrap. The 

restaurant staff celebrated in 

procession singing happy 

birthday first in English then in Mandarin. His birthday 

treat – a single poached egg swimming in an unknown 

liquid! Will thanked them saying, “This birthday ‘cake’ is 

unforgettable.” 
 

My newly gained experience with wooden chopsticks in 

China proved valuable when we arrived in South Korea 

on December 24. Korean chopsticks are stainless steel, 

thin and slippery. Try eating oily spaghetti with fine 

metal knitting needles, and you can recreate my 

experience.  Korean food was also remarkable different. 

Small bowls of condiments, including kimchee, a spicy 

fermented cabbage was served at every meal, followed 

by miso soup. My son Will has become so fond of 

kimchee in fact, that his colleagues call him K-Will, short 

for Kimchee Will. This is a play on K-Pop, a popular music 

and dance craze, (the K = Korean).   
  
Korean cuisine is all about digestion. Little or no 

beverages are allowed at meals. No doubt just looking at 

the large glasses of ice water served first at American 

restaurants would give indigenous Koreans indigestion.  

Seoul was clean, organized and claustrophobically 

congested. It was a young city of 13.5 million, median 

age mid-30s, trendy, high tech and obsessed with beauty. 

I’ve never seen so many ads for plastic surgery. The gas 

masks in public stations, and in our hotel room, and the 

nightly news gave me an eerie feeling  - a constant threat 

of being nuked. If it were not for the US Army base a 

stone’s throw from the border to North Korea, Seoul 

would likely have met its demise.   
 

And that’s why Will was living there. Professor Hang Le, a 

renowned scientist and chair of the Veterinary College at 

National Seoul University (called the Harvard of Asia) 

invited Will to be their wildlife field expert on a very 

unusual project. The Amur Tiger, the revered symbol of 

Korea, roamed the Korean peninsula, but is now extinct 

there. Prof. Le’s vision is to reintroduce the tiger to Korea 

as a sort of olive branch between North and South. It was 

clear to me at church on Christmas Day how deeply 

South Koreans long to be reunited with their families and 

neighbors in the North. 
 

This February, Prof. Le, Will and three microbiology 

geneticists (Will says the three smartest young women 

on the planet) headed to Far East Russia to obtain Amur 

Tiger DNA. But that’s another story. I guess you could say 

that I finally made it to China on the tail of a tiger.  
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Immigration Reform Presentation 
2/19/2014 

 
Speaker Claudia Marchan 

 

 
AAUW Info Table 2/19/2014 

 

 

 

 
Reading our AAUW Brochure  

 

 

 

Women’s History Month 
 

 
“Amelia Earhart” & Kathy Turnquist at ECC 

 

 
 

 

 
Photo of IL Gov Dunn signing the document granting 

women the right to vote is shown at Elgin History 

Museum 



 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice 
 

Our condolences go out to Ann Schneck, whose 

husband John passed away March 12th. Services  will be 

held Friday, April 11th at First Congregational United 

Church of Christ of Elgin, 256 E. Chicago Street.  

 

Visitation will be held in Fellowship Hall at 4:30 in the 

afternoon followed by a 7:00 service in the Sanctuary 

officiated by Reverend Dr. Paris Donahoo. 

 

 

New Address 

 
Karen Patterson 

310 Copper Springs Lane 

Elgin, IL 60124 

 

 

Message from Newsletter Editors 
 

Newsletter deadline is March 20 for the April issue. 

Please submit all items as a Word document to all three 

editors. 
 

 Medina Gross- medinag@gmail.com  

 Jeanne Hebeisen- jeanne@mc.net  

 Beverly Lovett- lovett1988@comcast.net  

 

Website 
Website items go to Marcia Cameron-  

mec515@sbcglobal.net  They may be sent at any time. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 

membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 

this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 

sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 

 

AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 

equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 

advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 

through educational and economic barriers so that all  

women have a fair chance. 

 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 

self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 

social change. 

 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 

discrimination and promote gender equity through support 

of litigation and educational programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Elgin Area Branch AAUW 

c/o Karen Patterson 
             1076 South Lancaster Circle 

South Elgin, IL  60177      
 

 

 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 

 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  

 charter members. 

 

 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   

 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  

 Women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


