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                   General Meeting 
     

          Thursday, November 14, 7 PM 
                Evangelical Covenant Church 

                36W957 Highland Ave., Elgin 
   

    The Art of Bookmaking Throughout History 

                            Connie Orbeta  
   
The medieval girdle book replica, by graphic design 

professor Connie Orbeta, would have been 
owned by monks or the very wealthy in its 

day. Bound in leather, it features a long 
tapered tail with a large knot which 

could be tucked into one’s girdle or belt. 
 

“Books secured on the girdle belt served both the 
utilitarian function of enabling hands-free carrying and 
protecting valuable books from theft and the elements, “ 
Orbeta states in a description of her work. “The advent 
of printing marked the demise of the girdle book.” 
 

Connie is a full professor in Graphic Design at ECC and 
has an MFA from Northern Illinois University. Three 
years ago she took a sabbatical, during which she created 
50 handcrafted books incorporating the time-honored 
methods of bookmaking, dating from second century 
A.D. to present. The focus of her work is to show the 
evolution of the book throughout history. Some of the 
books are made in styles and methods used by the early 
Christians in regions from Egypt to Ethiopia. Others are 
made in replicate Tibetan book models used for the last 
thousand years. 
 

Ms. Orbeta has had two exhibits in the ECC art 
gallery.  
 

Enrichment Suggestion:  People of the Book by 
Geraldine Brooks                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

                   Calendar 
 

Nov. 6       Movie Discussion Group 4:30 PM 
                  Colonial Cafe 
                  Captain Phillips 

 

Nov. 11     Great Books 7 PM 
                  Gail Borden Library 

                               “To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch” 
                                        (selection) – Immanuel Kant 

 
Nov. 13     Good Tastes Dining Group 5:30 PM 
                  St. Charles Place - 2550 E. Main Street 
                  St. Charles – 630/377-3333 
 
Nov. 14     Morning Book Group 10 AM  
                  Hostess, Joan Berna 
                  Oh My Gods  
                  Philip Freeman 
  
Nov. 14     Branch Meeting 7 PM 
                  Evangelical Covenant Church 
 
Nov. 18     Evening Crafters 7 PM 
                  Jelayne Ewers, Hostess                  
                  Embroidered Mistletoe Mitten 
 
Nov. 20     Newsletter Deadline 

                  December/January Issue 
 

Nov. 20     Evening Book Group 7 PM 
                  Hostess, Rachel Campbell  
                  Dreamers of the Day  
                  Mary Doria Russell 
 
Nov 25      The Book Club 

                  I Am Nujood, Age 10 & Divorced 

                  Nujood Ali with Delphine Minoui 
 
Nov. 26     Reel Women/Real Women 6 PM 
                  Gail Borden Library   
                 Much Ado About Nothing     
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              Presidents’ Message 
      From Shirley May Byrnes, Co-President 
 

The October 8 program featuring Leslie Goddard as 
Estee Lauder attracted 75 people to the Gail Borden 
Public Library. Many of the audience were AAUW 
members, but others attended also. The co-
sponsorship with the Elgin library is a great benefit 
to our members and the community.  
 
Congratulations to co-chairs Jan Jones and 
Katherine Jablonowski and all the members who 
worked on the AAUW garage sale October 9-12. 
The sale raised a record amount, over $2,000! As 
usual, it was a lot of work, but the results were 
great. 
 
Wilma Booth and I are headed to the District 5 fall 
meeting at Oakton Community College on October 
26. Rachel Campbell and Jeanne Hebeisen are also 
attending. We'll be sharing the information we 
gather at future meetings. 
 
Join us November 14 for an interesting program and 
display of The Art of Bookmaking Throughout 

History. Connie Orbeta has created 50 handcrafted 
books. Consult your yearbook for more information 
on the program. 

 

        

            Membership Matters 

                        From Becky Olson 
 

September Recap: Remember the promotional 
flyers designed to recruit people interested in our 
branch? At the November meeting, we will be 
asking where these have been posted. We want to 
know how we are doing. Where did you post your 
flyer? 
AND the national and branch brochures? Were they 
helpful to share with a friend? Juanita Brook shared 
hers and brought in a new member at the co-
sponsored October program portrayal of “Estee 
Lauder” at Gail Borden. Kudos to Juanita!! It’s 
“Every Member Get a Member” … how are you 
doing? 
AND finally the Empowerment Survey: Have you 
asked someone to complete the form? Bring it to the 

November meeting. We want programs designed 
for our members and the public about AAUW 
issues. Do we need a special program on use of 
computers and the internet? What’s your opinion on 
that possibility? New and revisited ideas keep us 
growing. Your feedback is important.  
Roster Sheets: Fay Kitchin has been diligently 
working to establish a roster electronic data base in 
order to keep member files up-to-date on a yearly 
basis. If you haven’t yet submitted your roster, you 
will be called. If you are not computer savvy, a 
member of the committee will assist in completing 
your form with your help. Some initial questions 
raised were: Are these important? How will they be 
used? Keep in touch! 
 
There was a drawing from those who turned in their 
roster sheets by October 1.  The three winners who 
received a license plate holder are pictured below.  
The proper order of those in the picture is Erika 
Estrada, Jeanne Hebeisen and Patty Harkin. 

             

Meet & Greet New Members: With this issue, read 
about several new members who have submitted 
bios and pix. More will appear in coming issues. 
Greet them at our meetings and invite them to 
participate in any group of their interest. 
 
Travelogues: This series will continue … it’s a 
wonderful way to learn and experience the 
adventures of our members. Do you have a trip to 
share?  
 

You are key to the growth of this branch – share 
your concerns & ideas. Call me, Becky Olson or 
any committee member: Mary Ellen Barbezat, 
Rosemary Dyson, Rachel Campbell, Medina Gross, 
Joan Hayashida, Jan Jones, Fay Kitchin, Mary 
Navin, Sandra Schmulbach, Sonia Solomonson, or 
Jane Watso. 
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                  Yearbook Additions 
 
Judith (Judy) Calderon             
2849 Cascade Falls Circle        
Elgin, IL   60124                       
Home: 224/856-1900                
Cell:    630/484-5839                
judithcalderon@me.com 
 

Joyce Causey                        
1125 Cedar Avenue              
Elgin, IL   60120                   
847/697-5368   
m_causey@sbcglobal.net     
 

Phyllis Folarin 
990 Cobblers Crossing 
Elgin, IL  60120 
847/697-2988 
p.folarin@wowway.com 
 

Pam Schnecke 
209 Westridge Blvd. 
Bartlett, IL  60103 
630/267-0915 
pschnecke@girlscoutsni.org 
             
                Meet New Branch Members 

 

Carol Blohm has a Bachelor's degree from Indiana 
University (Bloomington) and 
taught junior high history and 
English for seven years.  She earned 
a Master's degree from Purdue 
University in history and a Master 
of Library and Information Science 
degree at Rosary College (now 

Dominican University).  Carol has worked as a 
Reference Librarian and later a department manager 
at the Palatine, Highland Park, and Arlington 
Heights Libraries and is now retired. 
In her own words: 
 

“I am an active member of Christ the Lord Lutheran 
Church in Elgin and currently President of the 
Church Council.  I am also a certified Spiritual 
Director and on staff of the Sacred Journey School 
of Spiritual Companioning. Along with reading, my 
favorite pastime is genealogy research.  I am 
writing histories of my family lines.” 
 

 

Juanita Brook was born and lived in the state of 
Washington for 18 years. The day after high school 
graduation, she left to work in Yellowstone 
National Park for the summer and again the 
following summer. She took the Empire Builder for 

Chicago and Wheaton College and 
earned B.S. degree with a Major in 
Phys. Ed/ Kinesiology. She married 
the summer after graduation and 
taught at Faulkner School in Chicago 
while her husband Larry completed 
an M.A. in Lit. at U. of Chicago. 

They moved to California where Joanna was born. 
Juanita subbed in local high schools for two years. 
They then moved to New York where she taught for 
three years - Phys Ed and Health Ed and coached 
women's tennis, basketball, and volleyball teams at 
Nyack College. In 1975, they moved back to 
Chicagoland where Lori was born. Three years 
later, Reyna was born. Juanita became a licensed 
real estate sales person and worked for Bob Hill 
Real Estate. She taught ice skating at Polar Dome.  
 

Business travels with Larry were made to England, 
France, Ireland, and Bolivia. In 1987, the whole 
family stayed at Woodstock International School in 
India while Larry worked around Asia. On the way 
home, they traveled around Europe for three weeks 
with family  
 

After graduating Governors State University Dec. 
1994 with an M.A. in Communications Studies, 
with a focus in Intercultural Communication, she 
taught Intercultural Communication at Governors 
State University 1995. Juanita began working for 
Prudential Intercultural Services that same year, 
doing Cultural Adjustment Training for families 
being sent on overseas assignment by their 
workplace. She continued this work until 2012. 
 

Through the last twenty years, they have hosted 
students from Morocco, France, Russia and Taiwan 
in their home. Additionally, they have hosted 
colleagues on their travels to the U.S. from her 
husband's work in Africa, India, Pakistan, and 
Indonesia. 
 
Juanita joined AAUW to have a peer group interested 
in women's rights. In her own words: “I also felt the 
need to keep stimulated by book groups and trips to 
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the Art Institute. I feel there is real importance in 
raising money for young women's student 
scholarships. I have already come to appreciate and 
feel a part of the diversity and energy of the women 
I've met in our local branch of AAUW. What a 
great group! 
 

Fay Marie Kitchin was raised in Lambertville, NJ, 
before moving to Kenosha, WI, to 
complete school and go on to 
college at University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh (blue jeans 
and beer...demonstrations  against 
the war in Vietnam…racial 
tensions of the 60’s…great 
education in political science and 

history!) 
 
“While waiting for the United Nations or Henry 
Kissinger to call for my advice, I began a career in 
commercial insurance.  Little did I know that the 
world of diplomacy would be left to others and my 
insurance career would prove to be a grand 
adventure. 
 

“I would live in the cities of Atlanta, Minneapolis, 
Chicago, and Princeton while pursuing my career 
with Kemper, Zurich and CNA Insurance.  
Commercial Insurance is fascinating, with the need 
for financial stability protecting airports, highway 
systems, water systems, and cities. I had the 
opportunity to travel throughout the United States 
inspecting huge water systems (for example I 
insured the water system that supplied the White 
House!!) and other municipal entities. It was a 
career filled with fun, education, pressure, 
deadlines, financial considerations and travel! 
 

“I married Jeffry P. Malisxewski at the age of 38 
and for obvious spelling reasons kept my maiden 
name. He is also an insurance career professional.  
Married now for 26 years, we enjoy our Elgin 
community and the St Hugh’s Episcopal Church! 
 

“I enjoy golf, bridge, movies, correspondence and 
politics. Is anything better than a friendly card when 
you are sick or scared or faraway or just need to 
know that someone is thinking of you? 
I retired in 2011 and am so glad to be an active 
member of AAUW!” 

NOTE: Fay is serving on the membership 
committee and is currently chair for updating 
member roster sheets for an electronic data base. 
 

Amybeth Maurer is the Director of First Year 
Programs and Student Life at Elgin 
Community College.  She has been 
employed there since January of 
1999.  As Director, Amybeth 
oversees planning and operational 
activities related to the department 
of First Year Programs and Student 

Life.  She supervises the Student Life coordinators, 
leads a cross-functional team to administer new 
student orientation programs, develops curriculum 
for leadership development classes and workshops, 
and advises the Honor Society.  She considers it a 
great privilege to help students reach their 
educational and personal goals at ECC. 
  
Amybeth graduated from Loyola University 
Chicago with a BA in Graphic Design and Spanish.  
She also completed her M Ed in College Student 
Personnel at Loyola University Chicago.  As an 
engaged college student, Amybeth joined Alpha 
Sigma Alpha sorority, served as chapter president, 
and is still an active alumna member today. She was 
recognized by ECC with the Service to Community 
Award in 2004 for her work with the American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life and again in 2011 for 
her work with T.E.A. (Teach, Educate, Advocate 
Around the World).  She also received the Service 
to Students Award in 2012. In 2009, Amybeth was 
honored with the Marie Grolich, Social Services 
award by the YWCA of Elgin, and in 2012 she was 
selected one of ten as an Outstanding First-Year 
Student Advocate through the National Resource 
Center for the First Year Experience and Students in 
Transition.  
  
This past May, Amybeth adopted a three year old 
from Haiti, a process that took four long years!  She 
describes her daughter Malaika as her greatest joy 
and achievement yet! 
 

            International Affairs  
                    From Barbara Evans  
 

In the Sept./Oct. issue of The Economist’s magazine 
"This Intelligent Life," actress Meryl Streep 
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eulogized Inez McCormick, a leading Northern 
Irish trade unionist and campaigner for fair 
employment rights, a woman who said that "At the 
heart of everything, I desire to see the glint in a 
woman's eye who thought she was nobody, when 
she realized she was somebody." To learn more 
about McCormick, read the former president of 
Ireland's February eulogy for her at 
http://www.theguardian.com/law/2013/feb/01/inez-
mccormack. 
 

October's issue of Words without Borders features 
writing by African women. Of special interest are 
M. Gueye's "Breaking the Taboo of Sex through 
Songs," H. Keleta's story of an Eritrean girl who 
joins the People's Liberation Front to fight for 
independence, and R.A. Majid's excerpt from her 
novel Mace Mutum, which relates the pain and 
misery of the lives of the women in West African 
area. To read them, click on the authors' names at 
http://wordswithoutborders.org/issue/october-2013. 
 

"From Plastic to Fantastic" Turning Litter into 

Jobs for Street Girls in Ghana   9/26/13 
http://womenintheworld.org/stories/entry/from-
plastic-to-fantastic. 
 

To learn more about ABAN ("a ban against 
neglect") as well as to see their products, visit  
http://aban.org/handmade-in-ghana. 
 

 

       Educational Opportunities 
     Garage Sale 

  From Jan Jones and Katherine Jablonowski 

 
Our fall garage sale proved to be a resounding 
success. This time we raised a whopping $2,145.54! 
 

We couldn't have done It 
without all of us pulling 
together--donating our items, 
books and clothes; volunteering 
our time, our cars and trucks; 
helping with organizing, pricing 
and selling the goods; and 

hauling what was left to Goodwill, Donor Club, and 
Gail Borden Library. It really was a lot of fun 
working together on this fundraiser.  

The cause is so rewarding. If you haven't attended 
the annual Fellowships Luncheon at Lamb's Farm, 
plan to do so in the future. We carpool to the event. 
You will see how our donations are used. The 
program consists of Fellowship recipients who 
showcase their work, made possible in part by 
AAUW contributions to EO.  The experience is 
both inspirational and heartwarming. 
 
                 Mah Jongg Lessons 

                       From Carol Cowles 

 
I am attaching a photo I took today of some of us 
who are learning Mah Jongg.  I can honestly say 
that I haven't had so much fun is a while...and 
benefitted a good cause as well. 

 

 

   
 

     

        

 

 

 

 

       Reel Women/Real Women  
                     From Barbara Evans 
 

Tues., Nov. 26: Much Ado About 

Nothing (2012) 

Director: Joss Whedon (Buffy, the 

Vampire Slayer; The Avengers) 

 

Though you may think you should opt to stay home 
to get ready for your Thanksgiving festivities, 
realize that if you do, you’ll be missing a 
performance of Shakespeare’s classic comedy that 
rivals the 1993 critically acclaimed one directed by 
Kenneth Branagh, albeit Whedon’s is set in 2012 
and is filmed in black and white. 

 
As did Branagh, Whedon uses Shakespeare’s 
original text. But while it takes a minute or three to 
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adjust to Elizabethan English being spoken by 2012 
characters, this is one Shakespearean play that one 
does not need No Fear Shakespeare or Cliff Notes 
to follow.  (Though some of the barbs go over their 
heads, sophomores in high school have no trouble 
understanding Shakespeare’s English.)  The plot is 
relatively simple in that a villain is trying to break 
up the betrothal of Claudio and Hero, while another 
group of characters is trying to bring Beatrice and 
Benedict---two known for their acerbic put-downs 
of each other, as well as their avowed aversion to 
marriage—together. 
 

Note:  It is no surprise that when Hector Berlioz 
turned the play into an opera in 1861, he called it 
Beatrice et Benedict, for though Claudio and Hero 
are the ostensible leads, Beatrice and Benedict are 
the ones whom everyone remembers. 
 
Note:  This is the film group that our branch co-

sponsors with Gail Borden Library, which is where 

the films are shown.  Open to the public at no 

charge, show time is 6 pm; discussion follows.  

Food/drink may be brought into whichever room 

we’re assigned for the evening. 

           

              Evening Crafters 
                    From Jelayne Ewers 
 

The evening crafter’s group will be meeting on 
November 18, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Jelayne 
Ewers  847-515-1145.  If      
you would like, you may 
carpool with Linda    
Rusenovich.  Call Linda at 
847-741-7636.  We are 
preparing for Christmas and 
will be making an “Embroidered Mistletoe Mitten”    
tree. The finished size will be 3 ½” x 7”.  This is a 
simple mistletoe design on felt and a good project 
for beginners.  You will need the following: 
 
2 pieces 4” x 8” of White felt 
2 pieces 1½” x 3” of White felt 
1 piece  3“ x 3”of Moss (green)felt  
1 piece 2” x 2” of red felt 
DMC Pearl Cotton 5 
DMC # 321, 469, 3348, Blanc embroidery floss 
A small amount of fiberfill stuffing 

Scissors 
Chenille needle, size2 
Clear-drying water-based glue 
Ruler 
Straight pins 
 
(Editor’s note – Picture is not of the mitten to be 
created.) 

 
Don’t be concerned if you do not have the right 
colors of embroidery floss.  We are very willing to 
share.  
 
If you would prefer, you may bring your own 
project and enjoy the conversation and good dessert.  
We will not be meeting in December. 
  
            

      Meet the Interpreter for  

             “Estee Lauder” 
    Susan I Bixby I. Bixby, R.N., N.I.C. 

 

Interpreter for Deaf  
and Hard of Hearing 
1239 South 13th Street   
St. Charles, IL  60174 
   
630/400-1909            
 

 

Message from Newsletter Editors 

Newsletter deadline is November 20 for the 
December/January issue. Please submit all items 
as a Word document to all three editors.      

      Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com 

      Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net 
      Beverly Lovett - lovett1988@comcast.net 
     

                      Website 

Website items go to Marcia Cameron 
mec515@sbcglobal.net.  They may be sent at any 
time. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             1076 South Lancaster Circle 
South Elgin, IL  60177      
 
 
 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


