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September 2013                                      American Association of University Women                                         Vol. 18, No. 6 

                         Website – elginarea-il.aauw.net                        Email Address – aauw@aauwelginarea.org

                    General Meeting 

    Wednesday, September 18 - 5:30 PM 
                 St. Hugh Episcopal Church 
               36W957 Highland Ave., Elgin 
  

                          Potluck Supper 
  
 (Carpooling is strongly suggested for this meeting 
           due to limited parking at St. Hugh's) 
  

     Memoir Group: "The Way We Were" 
 
We may not be Barbra Streisand, but we certainly have 
“mem’ries . . . of the way we used to be.”  Since 2010, 

Gareth Sitz has facilitated a 
writing group in which 
members of our branch have 
evoked those memories and 
shaped them into memoirs.  
Over three years, the group 
has produced an extensive 

record of the way things were -- on farms in Kansas, 
Illinois and post-war Germany and in apartments in New 
York, Philadelphia and Chicago -- as we became the 
women we are today.  
 
Local actors -- members of Gareth’s Femmeprov  
group -- will present excerpts from these writings.  
You’ll hear about proms, parties, loves, losses, hopes, 
fears, ambitions, triumphs (and, of course, what we 
wore) as we came of age in one of the most turbulent 
periods of the Twentieth Century.  
 
Memoir authors are Brigitte Breitenbucher, Barbara 
Chase, Medina Gross, Patty Harkin, Maylo Hranec,  

 
Robin Migalla, Mabel Rice, and Gareth Sitz.  Local 
actors include AAUW Co-President Shirley May  
Byrnes and Gareth Sitz.  Join us for an evening of 
thoughtful nostalgia.  
 
The Social Committee would like to remind everyone 
that our first meeting of the 2013-2014 year begins with 
a wonderful dinner provided by the branch board.  
Please bring your table service and a donation of $7.50 
to support the Educational Opportunities Fund.  Doors 
will open at 5:30. 
 
 

                   Calendar 
 
Sept. 4       Movie Discussion Group 4:30 PM 
                  Colonial Cafe 
                  Lee Daniels' The Butler 
 

Sept. 5       Morning Book Group 11 AM  
                   Hostess, Lynn Harper 
                   The Things They Carried 
                   Tim O’Brien 
  
Sept. 9       Great Books 7 PM 
                  Gail Borden Library 

                               “Life of Nicias” (selection) - Plutarch 
                                       
Sept. 11     Good Tastes Dining Group 5:30 PM 
                  Jameson's, 12860 Del Webb Blvd. 
                  Huntley  847/515-7675 
 

Sept.  15    Theatre Group 3 PM  
                   Elgin Art Showcase  
                   Love, Loss and What I Wore 

                   Potluck at Patty Harkin’s to follow 
                    
Sept. 16     Evening Crafters 7 PM 
                  Linda Rusenovich, Hostess                  
                  Appliqued Pincushion 
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Sept. 18     Branch Meeting 5:30 PM 
                  St. Hugh Episcopal Church 
 
Sept. 19     Morning Book Group 11 AM  
                   Hostess, Lynn Harper 
                   The Things They Carried 
                   Tim O’Brien 
  
Sept. 20     Newsletter Deadline 
 
Sept. 24     Reel Women/Real Women 6 PM 
      Gail Borden Library 
      A Separation  

 

Sept. 25     Evening Book Group 7 PM 
                  Hostess, Barbara Evans  
                  Billy Lynn's Halftime Walk  
                  Ben Fountain 
 
Sept. 28     Theatre Group   
                  Potluck at Jeanne Hebeisen’s 5 PM 
                  Elgin Art Showcase  8 PM     
                  Other Desert Cities 

                    
           

            Presidents’ Message 
      From Shirley May Byrnes, Co-President 
 
Welcome to the new AAUW year! Wilma Booth and I 
are excited by the programs and projects which the Elgin 
Area Branch will be doing and participating in the 
coming year. We thank all the members who have 
agreed to be committee and interest group chairs and 
look forward to working with you. Many have been busy 
during the summer preparing for the year.  
 
On Wednesday, September 18, at 7 pm, the AAUW 
program will highlight results from the three years that 
the AAUW Memoir Writing Group has been meeting, 
led by Gareth Sitz. Area actresses will present readings 
from several of the memoir authors (see the program 
description by Patty Harkin). It is an opportunity to learn 
more about some of our members, and I am pleased to 
be one of the people sharing what others have written. It 
is a potluck, and I hope to see you there. Guests are 
always welcome. 
 
Marti Jernberg is busy gathering information for the 
Elgin Area Branch 2013-2014 Yearbook. It should be 
available at the September 18 program and meeting. 
There is always room for additional members on the 
committees. Please review the Yearbook (pages 6, 10-
16) and become involved!  
The Women's Issues committee is the awards committee, 
and Marge Fox has agreed to chair it. As community and 
AAUW award nominations are announced, please let 

Marge know about them so that our branch can nominate 
our wonderful members. Marge also is looking for 
volunteers to serve on the committee.   
        
           Program Committee 
    From Muriel Fenzel and Judy Fishburn 
 
Save the Dates: 
October 8 – Gail Borden Public Library, 7 p.m. 
    Portrayal of Estee Lauder by Leslie Goddard 
 
November 14 – Evangelical Covenant Church, 7 p.m. 
   “The Art of Bookmaking Throughout History” 
 
December 14 – Patricia Harkin’s Home, 10 a.m. 
    Holiday Tea 
 
January 4 – Evangelical Covenant Church, 11 a.m. 
    Business Women Panel 
 
February 19 – Gail Borden Public Library, 7:30 p.m.    
    “Putting the ‘I’ in Immigration Issues” 
 
March 4 - Evangelical Covenant Church, 7 p.m. 
    “Putting the ‘POW’ in Empowerment:  A 
    Journey to Break the Cycle of Human Trafficking by  
    Training At-Risk Females in Self Defense” 
 
April 1 - Gail Borden Public Library, 5 p.m. 
    “Art Institute Program – Holland/Belgium” 
    Villa Verone – Dinner, 7 p.m. 
 
May 6 – Elgin Country Club, 6 p.m. 
    Annual Dinner 
 
 

           Membership Matters 

                       From Becky Olson 
 
So much is in the works! We have an updated high 
resolution logo that will be used to add visibility to the 
community about Elgin Area Branch! 
 

 
 
Membership hostesses will have available for pick up at 
the September meeting the 2013-2014 Yearbook, Branch 
& Big Read brochures, Empowerment Survey ... AND 
we are continuing the “Every Member Get a Member” 
campaign so there will be applications for new members. 
Extra yearbooks were ordered this year with the 
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expectation that our numbers will grow beyond 115. We 
earn free Association memberships for the following 
year based on the recruitment of new members. So bring 
in a new member! The new name tags will be used at all 
general meetings. Guest name tags are available. 
 
New member pictures and bios will resume. Be sure to 
invite them to participate in our activities. Keep our 
facilitators aware to add them to their mailing lists. 
Committee members will also be contacting them. 
Additionally: Let us know about any member with 
special issues, like needing a ride to meetings, etc. 
 
Great news about The Big Read! Miriam Lytle and Joan 
Berna were successful in writing the grant that allows us 
to launch the first community read based on the book 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. A separate 
article tells more. Be sure to go to the websites in that 
article for events, dates, times. 
 
Your ideas and comments are always welcome … that’s 
how we know to meet the goals and concerns of the   
women in our area, as well as in our state, nation, and 
internationally. 

 
                Meet a Member 
 

Katie Storey, Ed.D., earned an 
Associate in Arts, with 
High Honors, from Elgin 
Community College and a Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology, Magna Cum 
Laude, from Roosevelt University.  

She completed her Master of Business Administration at 
Roosevelt University in August 2007 and her Doctor of 
Education in Community College Leadership at 
National-Louis University in June 2010.  Katie earned 
the “Outstanding Dissertation of the Year” in May 2010 
for her research on linking co-curricular activities to 
student learning outcomes in community college 
students.  She was selected as the Illinois Community 
College Board Pacesetter Alumni of the Year in 2006. 
 
Katie works at Elgin Community College where she is 
Coordinator of Student Life (Co-Curricular, Service 
Learning, and Leadership Development Programs) in the 
Office of First Year Programs and Student Life, a role 
she has served for more than nine years. Her major 
contributions to the department have been assuming 
primary advisor duties for the Student Government 
Association, as well as promoting the Co-Curricular 
Fund with partnering curriculum departments on 
campus.  Katie is also very involved in the American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life of Elgin Community 

College, which she helped to initiate as a student 11 
years ago, where she serves as Event Co-Chair. 
 
 

                  The Big Read    
                         From Becky Olson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Update on AAUW with 77 other participants - 
coming September through November 11, 2013.  
An initiative based on a suggestion from the Evening 
Book Group was taken to the branch board for approval 
for follow-up with Gail Borden Library.  
Check the following links: 
www.neabigread.org/communities/?community_id=217
2 
http://couriernews.suntimes.com/news/21970015-
418/two-mobile-veterans-assistance-units-part-of-
september-wall-that-heals-elgin-visit.html 
http://couriernews.suntimes.com/news/21763138-
418/iraq-war-veteran-coordinating-the-big-read-in-
elgin.html 
www.vvmf.org/twth 
http://www.gailborden.info/bigread/ 
According to the Gail Borden Library newsletter, The 

Explorer: “The Big Read will encourage the whole 
community to read the same book, The Things They 

Carried by Tim O'Brien, a novel about the Vietnam 
War. The project will include a kickoff, speaker series, 
film series, book discussions, exhibits, The American 
Place Theatre's Literature to Life® Stage Presentation 
of The Things They Carried and The Lao Oral History 
Project.”  
http://www.gailborden.info/images/PDF/Newsletters/20
13_4julaugbw.pdf 
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          AAUW Evening Crafters 
                     From Linda Rusenovich 
 
Evening crafters will meet on September 16 at 7:00 PM 
at my home - 168 Kathleen Drive in Elgin.  Bring scraps 
of felt to make a pincushion appliquéd with a bird, 
basket or flower design and embellished with a few 
embroidery stitches and tiny buttons.  Alternatively, 
bring your own project in progress and share dessert and 
conversation.  For more information call me at 
847-741-7636.   
       
 
          Reel Women/Real Women 
                           From Barbara Evans 

 
Tues., Sept. 24:  A Separation  

(2011) 
 
Winner of the 2012 Oscar for Best 
Foreign Language Film, as well as of 
the top award at the Berlin 
International Film Festival, A 

Separation, wrote the late Roger Ebert, "will become 
one of those enduring masterpieces watched decades 
from now."   
 
Set in modern-day Tehran, the film focuses on a middle-
class couple who separate, not because they no longer 
love each other but rather because the husband will not 
leave Iran and his father, who has Alzheimer's, to give 
their daughter better opportunities.  The problems that 
arise when the husband subsequently hires a caregiver 
for his father cast a revealing light on contemporary 
Iranian society, addressing issues of gender, class, 
justice and honor. That the family ends up embroiled in 
a manslaughter case is by unhappy chance.  
 
As Ebert observed, "The writer-director Asghar Farhadi 
tells his story with a fair and even hand. His only agenda 
seems to be to express empathy. . . .To try to untangle 
right from wrong in this fascinating story is a moral 
challenge."  
 
Note: This is the film group that our branch co-sponsors 

with Gail Borden Library, which is where the films are 

shown.  Open to the public at no charge, show time is 6 

pm; discussion follows.  Food/drink may be brought into 

whichever room we're assigned for the evening. 
 
Tues., Oct. 22:  Stories We Tell   (2013) 
 
Tues., Nov. 26:  Much Ado About Nothing   
                          (2012, Joss Whedon, director) 

              International Affairs 
                           From Barbara Evans 
 
In the April 2013 newsletter I wrote about India's Gulabi 
Gang, a.k.a. "The Pink Gang." Though I never could 
find the movie that was supposed to be in theaters 
shortly thereafter, just released is a book about this 
"gang." A review of The Pink Sari Revolution: A Tale 

of Women and Power in India" by Amana Fontanella-
Khan can be found at 
www.truthdig.com/arts_culture/item/pink_sari_revolutio
n_20130816. I've requested that Gail Borden purchase it. 
 
$10 Well Spent: Featured on Women in the World's 
website is The Peruvian Promise Program, which 
provides girls from rural low-income families with full 
university scholarships, mentoring and empowerment 
workshops. In the program's first year, 100% of its girls 
got into the university in Cuzco. For just $10, you can 
pay for two months of empowerment classes for one 
student. To learn more and donate, visit 
www.peruvianhearts.org/donate.html 
 
 

                  Garden Walk  
             From Mary Navin and Jan Jones 
 
It’s exciting to think about a new garden walk for June 
of 2014.  At this time we are exploring gardens in 

eastside Elgin and 
surrounding area.  Please let 
us know of any possible 
gardens which are 
spectacular.    We are also 
inviting interested AAUW 
members and former 

committee members to join us on Thursday, August 29, 
9:30AM at the Colonial Restaurant on Mclean Blvd. in 
Elgin. We look forward to seeing all of you there.  Co-
chairs this year are Jan Jones and Mary Navin. 
 
 

                Fall Garage Sale 
                         From Jan Jones 
 
The Fall Garage Sale will be October 9-12 at Nancy 
Gardner's home, 969 South Street, Elgin. Watch the 
newsletter for more information about this sale or 
contact Katherine Jablonowski, 847-428-0777, or Jan 
Jones, 847-742-3205, for more information. 
 
Also, watch the newsletter for information about the 
Spring Sale.  
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        Educational Opportunities 
               Mah Jongg Lessons 
                            From Jan Jones 
 
Mah Jongg lessons will be 
offered on six Tuesday 
afternoons, October 15 – 
November 19, from 1 – 4 pm at 
St. Hugh of Lincoln Episcopal 
Church on Highland Avenue in 
Elgin. The fee will be $60. Members and friends are 
eligible for this activity. Please call or e-mail me -                    
847-742-3205 or jaqnbilljones@aol.com by September 
18 for a reservation.  
 
 

                  Theater News   
                 From Medina Gross  
 
Theater Party Sunday, September 15 – Love, Loss, and 

What I Wore - a performance of monologues and 
ensemble pieces about clothes and the memories they  
evoke, directed by Richard Pahl and written by Nora  
and Delia Ephron; 3 PM matinee at Elgin Art Showcase, 
164 Division Street, Elgin, followed by a potluck dinner 
at the home of Patty Harkin, 1005 North Spring Street, 
Elgin.  This is a benefit for the Community Crisis 
Center; tickets are $25, to be paid in cash at the door.  
Contact medina@gmail.com or 847/695-1316 by 
September 12, and let me know what you will be 
bringing to the potluck.  Guests are most welcome. 
 
September brings a rich array of theater to Elgin.  (I will 
probably be going to all of these shows.  Give me a call 
if you would like someone to go with.   
 
Janus is performing A Midsummer Night’s Dream - 
August 30 – September 15 at the Side Street Studio Arts, 
directed by Sean Hardagon, as well as a staged reading 
of King of Shadows, directed by Marge Uhlarik; and on 
September 1, 8 and 15 Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa’s King of 

Shadows deals with the changeling boy that Oberon and 
Titania fight over in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  It’s 
some years later, and the changeling boy is now a 
teenager and in the real world on the run from Oberon in 
the dreamland.  JanusTheater,com. 
 
Elgin Theater Company is performing The Fox on the 

Fairway, a tribute from Ken Ludwig (Lend me a Tenor, 

Moon Over Buffalo) to the great English farces of the 
1930’s and 1940’s.  Filled with mistaken identities, 
slamming doors, and over-the-top romantic shenanigans, 
it’s a furiously paced comedy that recalls the Marx 
Brothers’ classics.  Is the woman the equal of or better 

than the man?  The show runs from September 6-22 at 
the Kimball Street Theater at Elgin Academy.   
ElginTheatre.org. 
 
Fox Valley Theatre Company is doing Singin’ in the 

Rain September 6-15 at ECC.  cteelgin.com. 
 
Theater Party Saturday September 28.  Independent 
Players is presenting Other Desert Cities by Jon Robin 
Baltz, September 27-October 5 at Elgin Art Showcase.  
The play was a finalist for the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama and involves a family with differing political 
views and a long-held family secret.  Larry Boller 
directs.  We will meet at the home of Jeanne Hebeisen, 
602 Prospect, Elgin, for a potluck supper at 5, followed 
by the show at 8 PM.  Tickets are $11.  RSVP to Medina 
by September 21 and let her know what you will be 
bringing to the potluck.  Guests are most welcome. 
 

 
          Member Travelogue: 
         The Canadian Rockies 
                  From Florence Ostdick 
 
Going to the Canadian Rockies was on my husband’s 
and my bucket list. This August the trip came to fruition 
and it was well worth the wait. We flew into Calgary, 
searched out our hotel and went to explore the city. 
Walking down Stephens Avenue Walk gave us lots of 
opportunities for people watching, shopping and alfresco 
dining.  The art museum was quite lovely with many 
interesting displays. We were impressed with the Native 
American Art. 
 
We were booked with the Trafalgar Tours, so meeting 
our Travel Director put us at ease and getting acquainted 
with our fellow travelers set the tone for pleasant days 
ahead.  
 
The first day we headed north along the stunning 
Icefields Parkway, driving beneath snowcapped peaks, 
and along thundering waterfalls and glistening glaciers. 
Then we actually boarded an Ice Explorer with tires 
bigger than a car. We journeyed up onto the massive 
Athabasca Glacier. We were allowed to get out and walk 
carefully on the glacier, with unbelievable wonder on 
being there on glaciers formed thousands of years ago. 
 
We stayed the night in Jasper National Park, where a 
lecture about bears, comparing Grizzlies and Black 
Bears, was delivered by an enthusiastic local expert. The 
elk who wondered into the front yard of the hotel led to 
interesting information about elks’ mating habits. 
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A cruise on Maligne Lake preceded the walk at the 
gorge, whose rushing waters took our breath away with 
its power and beauty. Having our IPad along made it 
possible to video the sight and the sound. 
 
Emerald Lake, sparkling with blue-green hues of a 
precious jewel, was beheld in Yoho National Park where 
we crossed the Continental Divide. We saw the natural 
Bridge that spans the Kicking Horse River. 
We saw hoodoos, which are rock formations formed by 
the wind.  
 
Riding on the bus gave us a perfect advantage for 
spotting wild life. The most exciting viewing was a 
black bear and her cub. They were feasting on berries 
alongside the road, and everyone was excited to be so up 
close and personal. Unbelievable were the people who 
got out of their cars with their children and dogs and 
viewed the pair a few feet away. 
 
Moraine Lake, next on our stop, was incredible in 
beauty, its color so intense we didn’t want to take our 
eyes off it. It was worth the hundred irregular steps to 
view it closely. Little, secluded cabins, hidden in the 
trees, peppered the surroundings, with canoes for rent 
and a young girl swimming in the 49degree water, much 
to our amazement. The charming lodge was enticing, 
with bright red umbrellas beckoning us to sit down and 
order a snack. 
 
There was no time, as Lake Louise was calling us with a 
magnificent hotel, flowers everywhere perfectly 
groomed and manicured lawns, with the mountains 

framing the 
glorious lake. 
Pictures flashed as 
we attempted to 
capture the beauty 
and include our 
now newly made 
friends, who were 
giddy with the 

experience. Entering the hotel, we marveled at what we 
saw. Time was spent gawking at beautiful nature -
themed stained glassed windows. Shopping was fun in 
the lavish shops. But we had to reserve money to spend 
at the days we were to spend in Banff. 
 
A float boat trip was offered down the Bow River, and 
my husband and I were glad we took it. On The Banff 
gondola ride up Sulphur Mountain, we experienced a 
bird’s eye view of six mountain ranges. Glorious!!! 
 
All too soon it was time for the Farewell Dinner at our 
hotel, Banff Park Lodge. We laughed, exchanged 
memories and shared our friendship, hoping to meet 

again. All of us were changed by a closer look at the 
magnificence of God’s creation. 
 
 
 
 

                      In Memoriam  
    
   Medina Gross’ sister Mecca passed away on  
   August 4.  A commemoration service will be held  
   on Sunday, October 13, at the Unitarian Universalist 
   Church of Elgin, 39W830 Highland Avenue, at  
   3 p.m., followed by refreshments.  Mecca spoke to  
   our branch  about her book No Regrets: Dr. Ben  

   Reitman and the Women Who Loved Him in  
   October of 1988. 
 
   Sandy Kaptain’s mother passed away this month. 
 
 

 

 

  Message from Newsletter Editors 

Newsletter deadline is September 20. Please submit all 
items as a Word document to all three editors.      

      Medina Gross - medinag@gmail.com 
      Jeanne Hebeisen - jeanne@mc.net 
      Beverly Lovett - lovett1988@comcast.net 
 
      

                      Website 

Website items go to Marcia Cameron 
mec515@sbcglobal.net.  They may be sent at any time. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             1076 South Lancaster Circle 
South Elgin, IL  60177      
 
 

 

 
About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


