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             Summer Calendar  
 
June 10     Great Books 7 pm 
                 Gail Borden Library 
                 Snow Country, Yasunari Kawabata 
 
June 12    Good Tastes 5 pm 
                 Mill Rose Restaurant, South Barrington 

                     
June 13     Morning Book Group 10 am 
                 Hostess: Flo Ostdick 
                 State of Wonder, Ann Patchett 
 
June 13     Evening Crafters 7 pm 
                 Geometric Designs 
                 Hostess: Linda Rusenovich 
                 Note:  Change from Yearbook 
 
June 13    Charter School Presentation 7 pm 
                 Evangelical Covenant Church 
 
June 25    Reel Women/Real Women 6 pm 
    Gail Borden Library 
                  Silver Linings Playbook (2012) 
                     
June 26     Evening Book Group 7 pm 
                  Hostess: Rachel Campbell 
                  When I Was a Child and Read Books 

                  Marilyn Robinson 
 
                                  July 

 
July 8        Board Meeting Potluck  6 pm 
                  Old and New Board Members and 
                       Leadership Members 
                  Hostess, Judy Mavros 

 

July 8        Great Books 7 pm 
                  Gail Borden Library 
                   Portion of  “Meno”, Plato 
 
 

 
 
 
July 11     Morning Book Group 10 am 
                 Hostess: Rachel Campbell 
                 In the Woods, Tana French 
 
July 22     Evening Crafters 7 pm 
                 Snowflake Ornament 
                 Hostess: Lee Engman 
                 Note:  Change from Yearbook 

 
July 23      Reel Women/Real Women  
                  Promptly at 6 pm  
                  Gail Borden Library 
                  Zero Dark Thirty (2012) 
 

July 24     Evening Book Group 7pm 
                 Hostess: Lorna Miller 
                 Remarkable Creaturees, Tracy Chevalier 
 
                                  August 

 
Aug. 8      Morning Book Group 10 am 
                 Hostess: Judy Mavros 
                 Light Between Oceans, M. L. Stedman             
 
Aug. 12    Great Books 7 pm 
                 Gail Borden Library 
                 Portion of  “The Things They Carried” 
                 Tim O’Brien 
 
Aug. 27   Reel Women/Real Women 6 PM 
                Gail Borden Library 
                The Impossible (2012)  
 
Aug. 28    Evening Book Group 7pm 
                 Hostess: Judy Kaulfuss 
                 Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman 

                 Robert Massie 
 
August     Evening Crafters 7 pm 
                 TBA 
  
 

AAUW TIMES 
Elgin Area Branch 

1920-2012 

 

Working for 91 years to promote equity for all women and girls, 
Life-long education and positive social change 
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                     Presidents’ Message 
                           From Carol Cowles 

 
As our tenure as Co-Presidents concludes, Judy and I want to 

thank each of you for 
the excellent time we 
have had.  Whether 
you took a leadership 
role and planned a 
program or extended 
our membership, or 
attended a meeting or 
brought a new friend 
to one, your 
participatio n and 
commitment are 
recognized and 

appreciated. The warmth and camaraderie of our Branch was 
demonstrated at our Annual Dinner Meeting at the Elgin 
Country Club May 7th!  Old and new members filled tables 
and made certain that everyone was introduced and included.  
The brief program noted the awards and recognitions locally 
and at the state level and introduced next year’s officers.  We 
have much to celebrate!  Our membership growth has been 
impressive, our programs varied, meaningful and entertaining, 
and our community service outstanding! 
 
Personally, I am looking forward to trading my business 
wardrobe for “cute casuals” and plan to start the process at our 
AAUW Garage Sale May 24 and 25!  Judy has mentored me 
in retirement planning, and I hope to mirror her position on the 
labor-leisure curve. Any of my AAUW friends who would 
like to celebrate my retirement, support a good cause and/or 
get some exercise are invited to join me at ECC’s Relay for 
Life at 6 pm on Friday June 14!  We’ll have a great time 
walking and talking and raising $$$ for the American Cancer 
Society.  
 
The four Co-presidents have had our transition planning 
session, and we can assure you that Shirley May Byrnes and 
Wilma Booth are “revved up and ready” to lead AAUW Elgin  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
                                 
                                               (Passing the gavel) 

Branch!  While summer will be an AAUW vacation of sorts, 
Katrina Chan-Larson and I are looking for volunteers to call 
attention to AAUW by participating in the WTTW on-air 
fundraiser on June 15.  We’ll also have an opportunity to hear 
more about Charter Schools and find out about our 
Community’s “One Read” grant, while awaiting the summer 
transitional Board Meeting scheduled for July 8.   
 
Do enjoy your summer and be refreshed and ready for a new 
year of AAUW projects, programs, and friendships!                        

                  Branch Meeting Minutes 
                                          May 7 

  
Co-president Judy Mavros called the meeting to order at 6:15 
p.m. at the Elgin Country Club.  She thanked Brooke Transue 
for making arrangements with the County Club and Libby for 
handling reservations.  She thanked the Membership 
Committee for our new name tags.  She introduced the newest 
members who were present – Juanita Brook, Katie Katie 
Storey and Amybeth Maurer.  The following guests were 
introduced – Hannah Kramer, our local scholarship recipient, 
and her aunt Peggy Hansen, by Mary Navin; Pat Zonsius by 
Linda Youngren and Malini Byanna by Shirley May Byrnes.  
Judy called for a quiet moment of reflection in memory of 
Ophelia Webb and Liz Siebert, two branch members who have 
died this year. 
 
Meeting was suspended for dinner. 
 
Judy resumed the meeting after dinner.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WTTW PLEDGE DRIVE – Judy Fishburn presented some 
details for our participation in the drive.  We could participate 
on June 9 or 15.  We would be on a live broadcast.  They 
provide training and free food and parking.  She has sign-up 
sheets.  The next opportunity for us to volunteer is in 
September.  Carol offered to “make up” the volunteers with 
her sister’s make-up kit. 
EMPOWERMENT SURVEY – Mary Ellen Barbezat said 
there are copies on the tables of the Empowerment Survey 
created by Membership Committee members to use for 
recruitment.  All members are requested to fill the survey out 
and leave it with her.   
 
RECOGNITION – Judy Mavros recognized Rachel Campbell 
for serving on the State Board as Co-Vice President of 
Membership for the past two years.   Rachel encouraged 
others to serve on the state board and committees.    
 
AWARDS 
NAMED GRANT – Sharon Spates announced the two Named 
Grant recipients – Barbara Evans and Becky Olson.  Rachel 
presented Barbara’s accomplishments.  Becky could not attend 
this meeting and will be honored in September. 
SUSAN B. ANTHONY – Meg Still introduced Nicki 
Skogfeldt as the recipient of our Susan B. Anthony Award.  
Meg especially noted Nicki’s work on the Association’s “It’s 
My Vote” campaign.  She co-headed the campaign for the 
three surrounding counties.  They had a goal of registering 
5,000 new members and exceeded that goal.  Illinois had the 
best results of the 13 states participating in the Association 
initiative.  
YWCA LEADERSHIP AWARD NOMINATIONS – Sharon 
announced the following AAUW members have been 
nominated for YWCA Leadership Awards:  Carol Cowles, 
nominated by our branch; Janelle Walker, nominated by Gail 
Borden Library; and Carol Peto, nominated by another 
organization.  She also stated that Amybeth Maurer was a past 
recipient of a YWCA Leadership Award. 
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IL-AAUW RECOGNITIONS  
     SPICE AWARD – Jan Jones received a Spice Award.  She 
     was not present and will be recognized at the September  
     meeting. 
     AGENT OF CHANGE AWARD – Sharon said Margaret  
     Keen won the Agent of Change Award.  Since she was also 
      not present, she will be recognized at the September  
     meeting 
     BRANCH PRIDE – Margaret Keen submitted information  
     about the branch STEM projects for this recognition.   
     Sharon read a portion of her submission. 
 
NEWSLETTER AWARD – Shirley May announced that 
our newsletter was honored for the articles by Soni  
Solomonson on our 50-year Life and other long-term 
members.   
 
IL-AAUW CONVENTION – Shirley May reported that an 
International Affairs speech was made by Christianna 
Abraham on the topic of how women faired in the Middle 
East.  Our branch was honored in the membership category for 
a 16.8% increase in membership and 123% retention.  We 
were in the top ten highest in branch donorations to EO funds.   
 
NCCWSL – Medina reported that recipient Erica Estrada was 
not present, as she had to work.  She has been accepted at 
Northern Illinois University, where she will enroll next spring. 
She introduced the other recipient, Samantha Migatz.  Medina 
said Samantha had met with 5th and 6th grade students at the 
Boys and Girls Club to encourage them to go to college.  
Samantha thanked the branch for sponsoring her at the 
conference.  Medina said they both helped at the STEM 
EXPO. 
 
LOCAL SCHOLORSHIP – Anne Marblestone introduced 
Hannah Kramer of Aurora.  She will be a sophomore at North 
Central College in Naperville in the fall, where she is majoring 
in German and minoring in secondary education and Spanish.  
Her grade-point is 3.925.  Next year she will be studying in 
Germany.  Hannah thanked the branch for granting her the 
scholarship. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Carol Cowles introduced the branch leadership for the coming 
year:  Co-presidents Wilma Booth and Shirley May Byrnes; 
Co-1st Vice-presidents (Program) Muriel Fenzel and Judy 
Fishburn; 2nd Vice-president (Membership) Becky Olson; 
Recording Secretary Mabel Rice; Treasurer Linda Youngren 
and Membership Treasurer Joan Hayashida.  She thanked all 
those who served on the Board the past two years.  She and 
Judy have made a donation to ECC’s Relay for Life in their 
names. 
Medina said one of our members, Anna Moeller, who is part 
of a committee working on plans to create a science-based 
charter school, requested a chance to speak to our branch 
about their plans.  Medina is arranging that meeting and will 
notify the membershi when details are finalized. 
Katherine Jablonowski reminded members of the upcoming 
garage sale.  She requested members sign up to help. 
Muriel asked members to send program suggestions to her or 
Judy Fishburn.   Program Committee will be meeting in June.    
 

Carol and Judy passed the gavel to incoming Co-presidents 
Wilma and Shirley May, who then presented floral 
arrangements to Carol and Judy as thanks for their service. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Jeanne Hebeisen, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 

               Membership Matters 
                                 From Becky Olson 
 
It’s that time of year – Graduations! AAUW has a special 
program for you to “Give a Grad a Gift” … I call it the 3 G’s 
and we should be taking advantage of this opportunity to 
congratulate a recent graduate. According to our National 
website:  AAUW members can give recent college graduates a 
free, one-year AAUW membership within two years o 
graduation, at no cost to you or them.  Membership exposes 
the grad to the power that comes from belonging to a national 
organization led by women of more than 165,000 members 
and supporters who believe in and advance equity and 
education for women and girls. Membership expands their 
networking opportunities through career development 
opportunities and community action projects.  Membership 
keeps them current on the events and people that affect their 
life as they receive Mission & Action, AAUW Outlook, Action 
Network alerts and more.  Membership increases their buying 
power with access to member only discounts. Here’s what you 
do:  
Go to: www.aauw.org and search for “graduate membership” 
(upper right-hand corner). You will have to sign-in.  
Information that will be required:  

• Information about your gift recipient (Name, address, 
phone, email, fax) 

• Recipient’s College or University Information 
(College, State, Degree Sought or Earned, Year 
Graduated or Expected Graduation) 

• Branch name, Branch state 

• Information About You: (Member ID, address, 
phone, email, how related to you) 

You will receive confirmation in your email. Email is not 
shared with third parties.   

 
REMINDER: 2013 AAUW National Election: One Member, 
One Vote was adopted by the delegates at rhe 2009 National 
Convention. It provides every member the opportunituy to 
have both a personal voice in the process of directing the 
future of AAUW and the right to vote for candidates, as well 
as proposed bylaws amendments, resolutions and the proposed 
Public Policy Program. If their dues are current, all national 
members, including Life members, are eligible to vote. Voting 
will take place online, or onsite at the convention. It opened 
April 15 and continues through 9 p.m. CDT, June 19. Vote 
now using the Member ID and Voter PIN on your copy of the 
Convention Issue of  OUTLOOK. 
 
Thank you to the members attending the Annual Meeting who 
completed the pilot Empowerment Survey. With your 
comments and suggestions, a final survey is being refined. By 
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adding age ranges, we will be able to target specific programs 
to promote our visibility in our community. These venues will 
be at times other than our membership meetings. Wherein, 
attendees from these meetings have indicated an interest in 
AAUW, we will develop more “Shape the Future” events to 
promote our branch specifically and to recruit membership. 
Our goal is to grow our membership! 
 
Another thank you to Sonia Solomonson for her articles on 
our 50 Year and Life Members. The series will conclude with 
the September issue of AAUW Times. Bios and Pics will 
resume on new members. 
 
Don’t be late … Renew now! The AAUW fiscal year runs 
July 1 – June 30, and we have begun the push for dues 
remittance. Many renewed at the Annual Meeting and Joan 
Hayashida has been receiving others via mail. The 
membership committee will be calling anyone who has not 
paid. National has requested our payment by June 15. 
Membership will be submitting paid member information to 
Marti Jernberg for the 2013-2014 Yearbook. If dues are not 
paid, name will not appear. Please advise any email or address 
changes by mid-July.  
  

 

                      Awards Galore  

            Presented at May Banquet 
                             From Sharon Spates 

 

NAMED GRANTS 

Each year our branch honors one or more members by naming 
Educational Opportunity grants in their honor.  Named Grants 
pay tribute to individuals who have distinguished themselves 
in our branch.  These funds are a way to celebrate the work of 
these women, while providing critical funding to outstanding 
women scholars, educators, and community leaders.  This year 
we honored Barbara Evans and Becky Olson with these 
grants.  Rachel Campbell presented an impressive review of 
Barbara’s many contributions to the branch and the 
community.   Since Becky was unable to attend the banquet, 
her award will be formally presented at the September 
potluck. 
 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY AWARD 

One of the most prestigious awards 
our branch bestows is the Susan B. 
Anthony Award, and this year we 
honored Nicki Skogfeldt with this 
award.  Nicki was lauded for her 
tireless work in the “get out the vote” 
campaign in the fall of 2012.  It 
seemed very appropriate that Nicki 
should receive the award named for 
the woman who did so much to win 
the right to vote for American 
women. 
 

YWCA LEADER LUNCHEON 

On May 9th the Elgin YWCA held its annual leader luncheon 
which recognizes outstanding women leaders in a variety of 

fields.  This year three AAUW members were nominated for 
some of these awards.  Dr. Carol Cowles (our branch 
nominee) was nominated in the Education category, Carol 
Peto also in the Education category, and Janelle Walker in the 
Communications category.  We are very proud to announce 
that Carol Peto won the award in Education and we wish to 
congratulate all three of our members and thank them for the 
inspiration they have provided for all of us.  These are women 
who have been of great service to our branch and to our 
broader community. 

     Awards Presented at IL-MO Convention 
SPICE AWARD 

Each year branches are asked to nominate a member for the 
Spice Award, which is to be someone who “livens up 
meetings, comes up with new ideas, or adds fun and 
excitement to otherwise dull meetings.”  This year our awards 
committee chose to nominate Jan Jones as our spice provider.   
Jan has served in almost every capacity on our board and now 
heads our EO efforts with boundless energy and enthusiasm.  
She also came up with the idea for a current movie discussion 
group.  As I’m sure you can imagine, the most difficult part of 
writing this nomination was trying to capture the essence of 
Jan in the fifty words or less requested. 
 
 
BRANCH PRIDE 

AAUW-IL recognizes outstanding achievements and efforts of 
Illinois branches each year in the Branch Pride booklet.  This 
year we wanted to showcase our involvement in the various 
STEM and other educational programs that so many of you 
have participated in.  Following is an overview of our work in 
this program prepared by Margaret Keen. 
  
                   Branch Pride Recognition Program 
                                By Margaret Keen 
The Elgin Area Branch of AAUW is particularly proud of its 
participation in community collaborative STEM initiatives.  
Our branch’s renewed dedication to STEM’s goals prompted 
members to reach out to community partners for opportunities 
to get involved.  The Elgin branch has partnered with the local 
school district, with the League of United Latin American 
Citizens (LULAC), with the Girl Scouts, with a sister branch 
of AAUW, and with local college innovators.  In the past year, 
Elfin AAUW members have served many roles, including 
judges for a science fair with over 1000 young innovators; 
advisement panel members for a “Future Teachers” 
symposium; and lab assistants to young scientists.  Members 
became mentors, lunch ladies, registration attendants, clean-up 
crew, and cheering section.  Through its dedication to STEM 
initiatives, The Elgin branch has made connections, friends, 
partners…the Elgin branch has made a difference. 
 
The Elgin branch of AAUW received an Image Award from 
the City of Elgin based on the history of its community service 
and its strengthened commitment to STEM initiatives.  The 
number of requests to participate in STEM projects prompted 
the branch to form a STEM Task Force, which functions not 
only as an advisory committee but also as a means for diverse 
members to come together for a unified goal.  Finally, steps 
that the Elgin branch has taken to act on its commitment to 
STEM, and the recognition it has received for its service, have 
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served as an excellent means by which to recruit new 
members.  The Elgin branch of AAUW is proud of its 
dedication, its impact, and the growth it is experiencing that 
will help sustain continued mission-based STEM 
collaborations. 
 
AGENT OF CHANGE 

Each year AAUW-IL recognizes one member as its Agent of 
Change for the entire state.  Nominees for this award “should 
be outstanding models who have served as catalysts to bring 
about positive societal change, especially during the previous 
year.  All efforts that relate to AAUW’s mission will be 
considered, with special emphasis placed on activities relating 
to current AAUW priorities and initiatives.  Individuals who 
have actively promoted change in education, equity, diversity, 
and/or public policy should be considered for nomination.” 
 
Because of her fine work in spearheading our branch’s 
involvement with the STEM program, our own Margaret Keen 
has been selected as the 2013 Agent of Change for the state of 
Illinois.  We wish to congratulate Margaret on the high honor, 
and we are sure she would agree that a part of the award 
belongs to all of our members who worked so hard on this 
very worthwhile project. 
 
 
 

     Reel Women: Coming Attractions  

                              From Barbara Evans 

 

Tues., June 25: Silver Linings Playbook       

 (2012)  Rated R 

Staring Jennifer Lawrence and Bradley 
 Cooper 
With Robert DeNiro and Jacki Weaver 
 

This film received eight Academy Award nominations, 
including Best Picture, Best Director and Best Adapted 
Screenplay. Although only Jennifer Lawrence won for Best 
Actress, it was also the first film since 1981 to be Oscar-
nominated in all four acting categories. That Silver Linings 

Playbook received many critical accolades is not surprising, 
for as Salon movie critic Andrew O'Hehir noted, "It is a 
romantic comedy that succeeds in revitalizing that discredited 
genre [by] injecting it with the grit and emotion of realist 
drama. . . . In fact, it never feels like a story you've seen 
before."  It is also important to note that the film has had 
particular praise from those who understand and/or suffer 
from some of the emotional and mental issues portrayed in the 
film. 
 
In a nutshell, "Pat, Jr." Solitano, a man with bipolar disorder is 
released from a psychiatric hospital and moves back in with 
his parents. Determined to win back his estranged wife, Pat 
meets recently-widowed sex addict Tiffany Maxwell, who 
tells him that she will help him get his wife back if he enters a 
dance competition with her. The two become closer as they 
train, and Pat, his father, and Tiffany examine their 
relationships with each other as they cope with their disorders. 
 
 

Tues., July 23:  Zero Dark Thirty (2012)  Rated R 

Staring Jessica Chastain and Jason Clarke 

Directed by Kathryn Bigelow 
Note: Because it is almost a 3-hour film, we will begin 
promptly at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Billed as "the story of history's greatest manhunt for the 
world's most dangerous man," Zero Dark Thirty (spy talk for 
the time of his death) dramatizes the 10-year manhunt by the 
CIA for Osama bin Laden. What makes it Reel-Women 
worthy is not only that it is directed by the woman whose Hurt 

Locker received the 2010 Academy Award for Best Picture 
but also that the person behind the success of the CIA's 
manhunt is Maya, who stands up to the male-dominated 
management team that constantly doubts her methods and 
theory about Bin Laden's whereabouts. Though Chastain did 
not win the Oscar for Best Actress for her portrayal of Maya, 
her performance in this role resulted in a number of Best 
Actress awards from other sources, including the Golden 
Globes. The film was also nominated for 2013 Oscars in Best 
Picture and Best Original Screenplay. 
 
 

Tues., Aug. 27:  The Impossible  (2012)    PG-13 

Staring Naomi Watts, Tom Holland, Ewan McGregor 
Director: Juan Antonio Bayona 
 
Having watched the news clips of the devastation wrought by 
the Indian Ocean tsunami that struck Southeast Asia in 2004 
just after Christmas, why would anyone want to watch a 
cinematic dramatization of it, especially as has been noted, 
"the director is restrained in terms of gore, but his landscape is 
a realistic version of a hell we hope never to visit?"  That a 
number of critics, the late Roger Ebert included, declared it 
"one of the best films of the year" is not because the tsunami is 
vividly recreated but rather because The Impossible is "a 
powerful story of a family's cohesive strength," "a powerful 
tribute to the human spirit," a film "infused with courage and 
compassion as well as with suffering."   
 
The film is based on the true story of the Alvare Belons 
family's struggle to survive and reconnect after the tsunami. 
Naomi Watts as the mother received Best Actress nominations 
from not only the Academy but also the Screen Actors Guild 
and the Hollywood Foreign Press. The son who stays with her 
also has received kudos from many critics.  
 
Note: This is the film group that our branch co-sponsors with 

Gail Borden Library, which is where the films are shown.  

Open to the public at no charge, show time is 6 pm; discussion 

follows.  Food/drink may be brought into whichever room 

we're assigned for the evening. 
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                   Evening Crafters 
            From Linda Rusenovich and Lee Engman  

 
The Thursday June 13 meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. at the 
home of Linda Rusenovich, 168 Kathleen Drive in Elgin.  We 
plan to create geometric designs suitable for framing, using 
embroidery floss on either canvas or cardstock.  Please feel 
free to join us for conversation and refreshments and to bring 
your own project, if preferred.  Call Linda for more info at 
847-741-7636.    
 
The Monday July 22 meeting will be at the home of Lee 
Engman in Palatine at 7 p.m.  We will be starting Christmas 
early with a snowflake cross-stitch ornament as published in 
Cross Stitch and Needlework, January 2012.  There are 5 
project options, all using the same 4 motifs.  The group will 
probably have supplies to share, but anyone attending could 
bring her own floss and aida cloth or plastic canvas in 14 
count.  For more information, call Lee at 847-934-0742.  
Carpooling is recommended. 
          
 
 

                     International Affairs 
               From Barbara Evans 

 
The Women in the World Foundation has announced the 
recipients of its 2013 Women of Impact Award. To see their 
pictures visit womenintheworld.org/pages/women-of-impact. 
 
Leymah Gbowee, the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize winner, led a 
women's peace movement in Liberia. 
Dr. Hawa Abdi, a gynecologist, runs a medical clinic and 
90,000-refugee camp on her family farm near war-torn 
Mogadishu, Somalia. 
Dr. Kakenya Ntaiya negotiated with her father and village 
elders to be allowed to attend school and went on to graduate 
with a Ph.D. in education. Subsequently she started an all-girls 
school in her village in Kenya. 
Molly Melching founded Tostan, which works against female 
genital cutting and child marriage in Africa, while building 
sustainable communities and promoting equal rights. 
Phiona Mutesi rose above a childhood of poverty and abject 
hunger to become Uganda's national chess champion and a 
contender in the World Chess Olympiad. 
Khalida Brohi ignores the death threats against her to crusade 
for the rights of women in Pakistan and against honor killings 
through her organization Sughar. 
Humaira Bachal, at age 12, set up classes to educate Pakistani 
girls in Karachi's poorest neighborhood; now she runs the 
Dream Model Street School for 700 children. 
Maria da Penha—who was paralyzed as a result of her 
husband's first attempt to kill her (subsequently he tried to 
electrocute her)—led the crusade that resulted in Brazil,s 
enactment of the landmark Maria da Penha law, which 
toughens penalties for domestic violence and so far has led to 
more than 300,000 prosecutions.  
Dona Anna Marcondes Faria, a leader in Brazil's favela 
community, is the founder of the Community Center of St. 
Lidia (CEACA), which offers education and access to public 

services to youth at risk and the underprivileged population in 
the community. 
Raquel Barros Da Silva is founder and president of Brazil's 
New Moon Institute, which is dedicated to working with 
mothers and pregnant women at risk. 
Susan Trimarco, whose daughter was kidnapped in 2002 and 
sold to sex traffickers, established Agentina's Maria de Los 
Angeles Foundation to fight against sex slavery. 
 
 
 
            

AAUW IL-MO Joint Convention 
                          From Shirley May Byrnes 

 
Rachel Campbell and I attended the AAUW IL-MO Joint 
Convention in St. Louis May 3-5. We left stimulated to come 
back and work on AAUW issues. 
 
Linda Hallman, AAUW Executive Director, gave an update 
on AAUW, and here are some highlights of her talk. The 
organization has grown from 100,000 to 160,000 members 
and supporters in just two years. It's presence on social media 
sites has increased from 2500 to 10,000 friends on Facebook 
and over 10,000 on Twitter. The Clinton Global Initiative 
found AAUW and its work with STEM through Twitter. The 
Initiative contacted the White House to find out if AAUW was 
a legitimate organization. As a result, the Initiative has 
approached AAUW to collaborate with it. There are excellent 
writers on the AAUW blog who appear daily, and we were 
encouraged to check them out. There are now over 800 college 
and university partners. Student interns are going through 
boxes of AAUW archives and have found a letter from Albert 
Einstein and one from Rachel Carson thanking AAUW for a 
grant to work on Silent Spring. 
 
Next came breakout sessions. I attended Programs that 
MOtivate and ILluminate. The emphasis was on why and how 
we program, not specific programs. Former IL and national 
president Ruth Sweetser stated that everything we do is a 
program and should advance AAUW's mission and show that 
AAUW is vibrant and vital. Alice Smith suggested that every 
program start with the AAUW Mission Statement being read. 
 
"Title IX: The Good, the Bad, and the Unfinished" was the 
topic of the luncheon speaker, Cathy Pieronek, Assistant Dean 
for Academic Affairs and Director of the Women's 
Engineering Program at the University of Notre Dame College 
of Engineering. Due to the focus on athletics, the main 
purpose of the law has not been met, that of providing equal 
education opportunities for girls and women in all fields. She 
had many statistics and facts in her power point to substantiate 
her conclusions. 
 
In addition to the awards and recognitions received by our 
branch and its members listed in the minutes and in Sharon 
Spates’ report, our newsletter received recognition for Sonia 
Solomonson's articles on 50 year and life members, and we 
received an International Affairs recognition for our branch 
program featuring Christine Abrahams. 
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The highlight of the convention for me was hearing the LAF-
sponsored speaker Saturday night. Danielle Hoffman, AAUW 
LAF plaintiff, read her story to us through tears, and had many 
of the audience in tears. She was recruited to the U.S. National 
Guard at age 17 and served in it for nine years. She was raped 
by her recruiter, sexually harassed, called a snitch when she 
reported it, and isolated during the two years she was in 
Afghanistan. She is now 27 and a nurse in a prestigious 
hospital in Indianapolis. She has nightmares and lives with 
fear. It was painful to listen to her story, but we admired her 
courage in telling it and pursuing justice. She has filed a suit 
against the Department of Defense, charging them with 
allowing an atmosphere of harassment. Linda Hallman said 
the hope is that it will go to the Supreme Court, where it will 
be rejected as outside their jurisdiction, but calling attention to 
the issue and, hopefully, result in changes in the system. 
 
"Graduating to the Pay Gap" presented by Linda Hallman was 
the final session of the convention on Sunday morning. The 
Equal Pay Act became law 50 years ago, and, yet, the pay gap 
is still 77 cents for women per $1 for men. Using statistics 
from 2008 graduates, the most current available, it was found 
that, with similar life circumstances, women made 82% of 
what men did. During their lifetime, female college graduates 
make $1 million less than male college graduates. Career 
choices explain part of the pay gap, but it shows up in 
traditional male fields as well. Even the research scientists 
showed gender bias. She advised women to make sure their 
job descriptions are up-to-date. Transparency is needed in pay 
scales and salaries so the gap can be seen. All employers need 
to regularly do a pay equity study and use the information to 
eliminate the gap. The U.S. needs more people of both sexes 
in STEM fields to compete in the world. The mayor of Boston 
has the goal of eliminating the pay gap throughout the city. It 
has become a norm, and closing it takes intentional action. 
Women need to educate themselves on what is the norm for 
their field in the part of country where they live or are 
applying. They shouldn't accept the fear factor, i.e., if they 
don't accept the salary offered, they'll lose the job. Once in the 
door, negotiate salary at the performance review. 
 
The bi-state convention was full of great information, and I 
look forward to reports from the Association Convention in 
June. 
 
 
 

                  Community News 
                              From Sandy Kaptain 

 
In case you missed the reports in the Courier News and the 
Daily Herald, three good deals are in the works!  
 
The Fox River Country Day School was given to the City and 
the Kane County Forest Preserve District by the Tollway 
Commission. Possibilities are that it could be used by U-46 
and other schools to give kids outdoor experiences in a 
beautiful nature setting. 
 
The Elgin Tower Building (on the City logo), owned by the 
Stickling Foundation, is in negotiations with the Gorman 

Group to purchase and update it and make it residential. Safety 
and elevator updates are costly, and the Gorman Group likes 
to do restorations of historic buildings, using historic grants 
for funding.   
 
Bowes Retirement Center hopefully will be donated by 
Mutual of Omaha to the Save-A-Vet organization. If this is 
approved by the city council, and the details can be worked 
out, disabled vets and service dogs would move in and take 
over the repair of the building in exchange for a place to live.  
 
Sounds like three really good projects!  
 

        
 

              Meet Two Life Members 
                            From Sonia Solomonson 

 
Jelayne Ewers joined the Elgin Area Branch AAUW when 
she taught second grade at Harriet Gifford Elementary School. 
She had been invited to join by another teacher – often the 
way members connect with AAUW. Because she taught full 
time and had two small daughters at home, Jelayne wasn’t as 
involved then as she would have liked to be. She says she 
attended as many of the general meetings as she could fit into 
her schedule. 
 
Once Jelayne retired, she could participate more fully. Many 
elementary school teachers will likely resonate with this: She 
was anxious to engage in adult conversations after teaching 
second graders for 32 years! 
 
She had a particular interest in the craft group. “The women 
were so pleasant and helpful,” she says of her sister members, 
“and it was great getting to know each other as we worked on 
various crafting projects.” She now serves as co-chair of that 
group. 
 
Jelayne also says she has had “the privilege of getting to know 
many of the other members through helping with the garage 
sale each year.” In addition, she solicits the ads for the 
newsletter. One of many benefits of AAUW for her is 
enjoying all the friendships she has made. 
 
 
Marcia Cameron says she joined AAUW to meet new people 
and become involved in community activities. She had seen an 
article about AAUW in The Courier News and joined the 
branch at a membership tea at the home of Judy Mavros. At 
that time, however, she had no idea of all the benefits AAUW 
had to offer. 
 
What did Marcia discover? “The benefits are many:  meeting 
and learning from women of all ages and backgrounds, 
lifelong friendships, development of leadership skills, 
networking and opportunities to make a difference,” she says, 
adding, “Each member can choose how involved to become.” 
 
Marcia has served in many leadership positions including 
president, vice president (program), vice president 
(membership), Art Showcase chair, newsletter editor, website 
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editor and numerous other committee chairs, including Tech 
Time in 1996-97 (a predecessor to our current STEM projects) 
collaborating with local Girl Scouts to offer math/science 
hands-on activities led by female role models. She served six 
years on the state board and has attended many national 
conventions. 
 
Here’s Marcia’s invitation to us: “If you have never attended a 
state or national convention, put it on your to-do list. You 
come away with positive feelings of being a part of a dynamic, 
significant organization that is making a difference for women 
and girls across the country.” 
 
 
 

Impressions of Israel, Past and Present 
                                 From Libby Hoeft 
 
It was my great fortune to travel to Israel in January with a 
friend who has been doing work there for the last 30 years.  I 
wanted to see Israel through his eyes, as he loves the land so 
much.  Although we traveled over together, I spent the 
majority of my time on my own, with access to some things I 
would not have seen without his connections. 
 
I traveled throughout the northern 2/3 of the country, from the 
Jordan border at Rosh Hanikra to the southern end of the Dead 
Sea.  Tel Aviv, a modern, thriving city on the Mediterranean, 
is only a century old.  It began as a way for the wealthier folks 
to get away from the old port of Jaffa, but soon developed into 
a city in its own right. I was able to visit Eretz Israel Museum, 
learning much about the recent history of the land, its people, 
and the role that Baron von Rothschild played in developing 
the land. I had dinner with friends, visited the port of Jaffa, 
and had dinner with a group of Israelis at a redeveloped 
warehouse district in Jaffa. 
 
Jerusalem was a wonderful experience.  Wandering through 
the various quarters of the old city pointed up the differences 
between those who live there – Western and Eastern 
Christians, Jews, Muslims.  Most everything is a shopping 
opportunity, except for the wailing wall, which was awe 
inspiring and, with the Dome of the Rock towering overhead 
and the Church of the Ascension close by, gave the impression 
of being the center of the world. The Holocaust Museum, Yad 
Vashem, was quite moving as I spent many hours learning the 
history of that travesty. 
 
The desert from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea is very stark, with 
many historical sites such as the Inn of the Good Samaritan 
and Masada. There is much development of the land, although 
it is quite bleak. Plantations of date palms, bananas, and olive 
groves dot the area.  The industry surrounding the minerals 
harvested from the Dead Sea is quite large.  The sea itself is a 
bit scary, but the waters were soothing, especially at the Spa 
where I stayed, where they have indoor pools of the water 
warmed to be very therapeutic. 
 
Traveling back to Tel Aviv I passed within a mile of the Gaza 
Strip and saw a town that has been bombed for 12 years by the 
Palestinians. But there was no evidence, as the people in the 

town rebuild as soon as their homes are destroyed.  We passed 
through Bersheba and the new port of Asdod, which is a great 
example of urban planning. 
 
The rest of my time was spent seeing the usual Christian sites 
and visiting the northern part of the country. It was interesting 
to see the baptism of a baby at Yardinet, the baptismal site of 
Jesus.  There really are doves there. Nazareth, Capernicus, the 
Sea of Galilee, Cana, Akko, Haifa were all interesting. 
 
It is the first time that I have been away for two weeks that I 
truly was not ready to come home.  I loved the people I met, 
loved seeing this amazing historic country, felt safe the entire 
time I was there, in spite of being very close to a bombing 
incident on the Syrian border, and felt that this country is the 
beginning and the end of world history. Easter meant much 
more this year, as I could picture the places where events took 
place. This was truly the trip of a lifetime! 
 
 
 
 

              NCCWSL Recipients 
                              From Medina Gross 

 

Erika Estrada 

This as a quote from Dr. Katie Storey, new member and 
Coordinator of Student Life and Advisor to Student 
Government at ECC: 
 
“Erika is actively involved as a member of Student 

Government. Serving as a Vice-President 
(of Student Organizations) to this 
organization, she is the cornerstone to 
organizational success. Her peers trust that 
Erika will commit and follow through on 
any task give to her. One of Erika’s key 
responsibilities as Vice-President is to 
maintain strong communication with our 
student clubs and organizations. She 

facilitates monthly club council meetings to ensure that 
student leaders are informed of campus happenings and other 
relevant information, Erika truly enjoys being a part of 
Student Government and this is evident in her continued 150% 
commitment to the organization…, benefitting all ECC 
students. 
 
“Erika actively involves herself with the Student Life events. 
She frequently attended leadership and multicultural-oriented 
meetings, [and] participated in local and statewide leadership 
conferences,… It is not unusual for Erika to emerge as the 
lead voice in group discussion or be the key student helping 
staff members prepare for these events.” 
 
Erika managed to do outstanding academic work, participate 
in multiple community service projects, such as serving as a 
mentor and reading buddy at several elementary schools, 
while working part-time for a legal office. The money she 
earns helps finance her tuition costs, as well as aid her single 
mother and two younger sisters with expenses. Erika 
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understands the importance of mentors and is committed to 
serving as a role model to her sisters. 
 
We are honored to send Erika to the NCCWSL conference and 
look forward to her presentation next fall. 
   

Samantha Migatz just graduated from ECC. Her advisor, 
new member Amybeth Maurer, says of her, “Samantha is an 
extremely engaged student inside 
and outside the classroom. She 
aspires to make a difference on 
campus and encourages other 
students to seek enriching 
experiences along the way …a 
talented and confident leader 
who balances work, family, 
school and community activities 
with great integrity, while maintaining a stellar GPA.” 

Samantha works for the ECC Office of Admissions as an 
enthusiastic tour guide and provides outreach to prospective 
students. She also mentors other student ambassadors and 
assists with campus-wide events.  She got the job when she 
brought a friend in and convinced him to apply.  

As Vice-President for Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, Sam 
has provided the vision and guidance for this committee to 
orchestrate a large-scale event on campus aimed at 
encouraging students  to make a commitment to complete their 
degree or certificate as well as enhance their college 
experience by getting involved on campus, utilizing college 
resources, and planning for success. 

This spring, Sam and Phi Theta Kappa chapter members 
focused on community outreach as well. They targeted low-
income schools and the Boys and Girls Club and did art 
projects and talked to the children about the value of attending 
college. Samantha served as a judge, along with AAUW 
members, at the recent U-46 STEM event/Science Fair. She 
and Nanci Alanis worked with the fifth and sixth grade 
exhibits.  

We’re honored to have Samantha represent us at the NCCWL 
conference, and we hope to hear all about it in the fall. 

 

         Local Scholarship Recipient 
                               From Mary Navin 

 

Hannah Kraner 

Our scholarship award for the 2013-2014 school year was 
awarded to Hannah Kramer.  Hannah is a second year student 
at North Central College in Naperville.  She is majoring in 
German and has secondary education and Spanish as minor 
studies.  She is planning on becoming a German teacher and 
possibly teaching Spanish as well.  Hannah always had the 
desire to teach and would spend her leisure time “playing 
teacher” to her younger siblings.  She will have the 

opportunity to study in Heidelberg, Germany for the fall 
semester.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              Hannah and her aunt, 
 
In Hannah’s response to our AAUW mission statement, she 
emphasized the aspect of “life-long education.”  Believing that 
one is never completely finished with the educational process, 
she thinks about all of the things she wants to learn and 
believes that she could be in school forever, however 
challenging  that might be.  She carries a full course load and 
also works full time as a waitress.  
Hannah admires the component of our statement which 
emphasizes “equality for all women and girls.”  Realizing that 
this equality is a continuing goal, Hannah believes that this 
type of scholarship is incredible: it is an encouragement to 
women to continue their studies and show others that women 
are intelligently equal to men. 
 
We in AAUW are fortunate to recognize such a worthy young 
woman.  Hannah attended our annual dinner with her aunt 
who she felt was a significant, continual presence in her life, 
especially after the death of her mother. 
 
 

 

            AAUW Volunteer Project  
                      WTTW 11- Saturday June 15! 

                                From Carol Cowles 

 
How would you like to bring attention to our Elgin Branch, 
participate in a fun Road Trip from Elgin to the WTTW studio 
in a 15 passenger van driven by the competent Jim Fletcher 
(a.k.a. my husband), and benefit our public television station?  
We need 10 volunteers and have 7 who committed by signing 
up at the Annual Dinner Meeting. Katrina Chan-Larsen and 
Carol Cowles are coordinating this project, so please contact 
me at 847-846-3450 to add your name.   
 
We’ll leave Elgin at 10 a.m. for our 11:45 training, a free meal 
at the studio, and our shift.  We’ll conclude at 6:30 and head 
home.  The programs we’ll be viewing while fundraising are 
“Chicago’s North Shore” and “Fox River Valley and Chain O’ 
Lakes”.  All pledges are taken by computer so “lite” typing 
skills are required. I have rented the van, and anyone who 
would like to chip in is welcome to do so…but this is not a 
requirement! 
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    Special Program on Proposed 

                    Charter School 
                     From Medina Gross     
 
Three community activists – Attorney Kerry Kelly, City 
Council member and branch member Anna Moeller, and 
former teacher Karen Schock – will be our speakers for a 
special progam on Thursday, June 13, at 7 pm at the 

Evangelical Covenant Church.  
 
        

        
                    Anna                                       Kerry 
  
The Elgin Math and Science Charter School Initiative 
envisions a math and science elementary school that provides 
excellence, innovation and educational options for Elgin 
students and their families.  It is planned to be a place open to 
all children, where hands-on learning in a culturally diverse 
environment provides a caring and challenging place for kids 
to thrive and learn. 
 
Started in the fall of 2011, the Elgin Charter School Initiative 
is a member of the Illinois Network of Charter Schools and is 
in the process of becoming a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  
Their design team has visited existing charter schools, met 
with staff and students and learned about the possibilities 
available through charter schools.  They have also begun 
reaching out to the Elgin community and U-46 officials to 
gather ideas and feedback and share their vision for a charger 
school in Elgin. Their goal is to open the school by the fall of 
2014. 
 

            

  
 
What is a Charter School? 
   Non-profit public school, open 

enrollment, no tuition or entrance requirements, and 
accountable for performance 

   Fully engaged community of students, 
teachers, parents and administrators 

   Strives for excellence through unique 
educational programs 

Why establish a Charter School? 
   Proven success in other communities 

   Provides parents and students with a new 
option 

   Can respond quickly to the academic needs 
of the students within the school 

 Provides a focused theme that promotes engaged learning 

What is our vision? 
   Math and science based 

   College prep K-8 school 

   Financially positive for U-46 

   Center for innovation for U-46 

   Integral part of Elgin’s long term vision for 
vibrancy and growth 

   Flexible learning environment which 
includes creative programs 

  Extended school day and calendar 

 

 

 

 

     Message from Newsletter Editors 
 
The deadline for the September newsletter will be Augusst 
20.  Be sure to always submit items as a Word Document 

to all three editors: 

 

        Medina Gross – medinag@gmail.com 
        Jeanne Hebeisen – jeanne@mc.net 
        Beverly Lovett -- lovett1988@comcast.net 
  
Due to the length of the newsletter, it is printed in a 

smaller print size (font).  Please let the Editors know how 

it works for you. 

 
 
 

                       Website  
 
Updates should be submitted to Marcia Cameron 
mec515@sbcglobal.net at any time. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

     AAUW’s Educational Foundation 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
 
 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
 c/o Karen Patterson 

              1076 South Lancaster Circle 
 South Elgin, IL  60177      
 
 
 
 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 Women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


