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             Thursday, Nov 15, 7 PM 

           Gail Borden Public Library 

 

           The Making of Downton Abbey:  

                 Setting    the Scene 
 
The aristocratic way of life that had evolved at places 
like Downton Abbey was nearly ruined by the time we 
first meet the Crawleys in 1912. How did a few families 
come to own so much English property? Why did 
Robert’s family need him to marry an heiress like Cora? 
And why do places like Downton Abbey (Highclere 
Castle in real life) look the way they do? Learn about the 

estates like 
Downton, 
and why 
radical 
changes 
were 
inevitable. 
Barbara 
Geiger, a 
landscape 
historian 
who 
specializes 
in late 
nineteenth 
and early 

twentieth century places will present this program. Ms. 
Geiger teaches in the College of Architecture at the 
Illinois Institute of Technology and is a popular lecturer 
and tour leader the Chicago area. She has led several 
international tour groups sponsored by the Art Institute 
for its members. 
 

 
Enrichment Suggestions:  
Lady Almira and the Real Downton Abbey: The Lost 

Legacy of Highclere Castle by Countess of Carnarbon 
(present resident of Highclere Castle), 
All the Tea in Chin” by Sara Rose 
 
Please register at gailborden.info, by phone (847 429-
4599), or at the library’s information desk. 
This program is co-sponsored by Gail Borden Public 
Library and the Elgin Garden Club. The program will be 
in the community rooms and the public is invited. 

 

                    Calendar 
 
Nov 7        Movie Discussion Group  4:30 PM 
                   Colonial Cafe 
                   Argo 

 
Nov 8         Morning Book Group  10 AM 
                   Island Beneath the Sea, 
                   Isabelle Allende 
                   Ruth Bradburn, hostess 
 
Nov 8         The Interrupters   6 PM 
                   Elgin Community College 
                   Building G, Spartan Auditorium 
 
Nov 12      Great Books 7 PM 
                  Gail Borden Library 
                  Tartuffe, Moliere 
 
Nov 14      Good Tastes Dining Group  6 PM 
                  Art and Alma’s 
                  Center and Main, Burlington 
 
Nov 14      Evening Memoir Group  7 PM 
                  Gareth Sitz, hostess 
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Nov 15      Branch Meeting  7 PM 
                  Gail Borden Public Library 
 
Nov 19      Evening Crafters  7 PM 
                  Felt Cookie Ornaments 
                  Jelayne Ewers, Hostess 
                     
Nov 20       Newsletter Deadline 
 
Nov 25       International Day for the 

                   Elimination of Violence 

                   Against Women 
 
Nov 28       20’s and 30’s Book Group  7 PM 
                   Gail Borden Public Library 
                   Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, 
                   Helen Simonson 
                    
Nov 27     Reel Women/Real Women  6 PM 
                  Gail Borden Library 
                 The Invisible War 

              
Nov 28     Current Literature  7 PM 
                  Barbara Maring, Hostess 
                 Midnight in Peking, Paul French 
 
Nov 29    Reel Women/Real Women  7 PM 
                Gail Borden Library 
                The Invisible War (repeat) 

 

               Presidents’ Message 
              From Judy Mavros, Co-President 

 
Fellow AAUW Members: 
What a beautiful autumn we have experienced this year.  
I hope it has energized you to think of the many ways 
you can contribute to the advancement of women in our 
community.  Here are a few suggestions: 
 

1.  Become involved in the STEM projects that are 
coming our way.  Consider taking part in either 
the November 3 or December 10 project.  Both 
are being held at Judson University and require 
little more than our presence to model a “Yes, 
You Can!” attitude for middle and high school 
aged girls.  More details follow in the 
newsletter. 

2. Become aware of the issues affecting women that 
are part of our political scene.  Make it your 
business to know how our candidates stand on 
issues that are important to you. 

3. Attend the Reel Women/Real Women movie 
discussion group.  In November, the eye-
opening documentary The Invisible War will 

explore the very real epidemic of rape in the 
military. 

4. Find out more about AAUW’s Legal Advocacy 
Fund which contributes to persons fighting 
against gender harassment/bias in the workplace.  
Ask Rachel Campbell for more information. 

5. Dream a bit about how you could start a study 
group, become more vocal about women’s 
causes, or investigate a program-in-a-box 
sponsored by our national association.  

 
After hearing Holly Kearl, our excellent speaker at the 
general meeting in October, you know about some of the 
important work AAUW has been doing concerning the 
issue of sexual harassment. Perhaps there is a role for 
you to play with our local school districts by assisting in 
organizing a conference for students, for parents, for 
teachers, etc.  Let’s all put our heads together to become 
more informed, more involved, and more energized to 
improve the lives of women and girls in our greater 
community. 
 

  Branch General Meeting Minutes 
                     October 18, 2012  

  
Co-President Judy Mavros called the meeting to order at 
8 PM at St. Hugh Episcopal Church, following the 
program for the evening: “Sexual Harassment at School” 
by Holly Kearl of AAUW. 
 
PROGRAM – Muriel Fenzel, Co-Program Vice-
President, said Barbara Geiger, a landscape historian and 
professor at Illinois Institute of Technology, will present 
the program “The Making of Downton Abbey: Setting 
the Scene,” at the Gail Borden Library on November 15.  
Becky Olson said Lady Almira, Countess of Carnarbon, 
lives in the castle used for the TV series.  
 
A special guest, Allison Coons, one of the young women 
we sponsored at NCCWSL last year, gave a report on her 
experiences and reactions to the conference. 
 
Judy thanked Libby Hoeft for handling the set-up for 
refreshments.  She said Libby also brought the 
refreshments.  She also thanked Becky’s son T.J. for 
taking members’ pictures. 
 
Minutes of the September meeting, which were emailed 

to members, were approved as sent. 
 
TREASURER – The Treasurer’s reports were sent by 
email and available at the meeting.  Treasurer Shirley 
May Byrnes was not present, so Judy said to contact 
Shirley May with any questions.  Report was filed for 
audit. 
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MEMBERSHIP – Becky, Membership Vice-President, 
said we now have 113 members.  Her goal is 200 
members; she sets high goals.  She said each member 
should recruit a new member to get us to that goal.  She 
requested members should take the yearbooks to deliver 
to those not present. 
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY – Judy said if any 
member knows of someone to whom Karen Patterson 
should send a card, she should contact Karen. 
  
PRESIDENTS’ REPORT – Judy  and Carol Cowles 
reported that Nanci Alanis, the student we sponsored at 
NCCWSL in 2011, has been selected as a member of the 
national Student Advisory Committee to help plan next 
year’s conference.  She had sent in an application.  She 
will be going to Washington twice for the planning.  
Judy said this is a very high honor for her.  She is 
currently studying at the University of Illinois in 
Chicago.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
DIVERSITY – Margaret Keen, Diversity Chair, said 
there are two upcoming STEM projects where we will 
be participating.  One is on Saturday, November 3, 8-
noon.  It will be a discussion of career opportunities in 
STEM fields and will be for middle school girls.  The 
other one will be on Monday, December 10, at Judson.  
This will focus on high school girls who are interested in 
becoming teachers.  There will be an informal panel of 
teachers and former teachers.  She said they are hoping 
we will have some members who will be a part of this 
panel.  For both events, AAUW members will handle 
registration, food, clean-up, etc.  She urged members to 
sign up to assist. 
 
GARAGE SALE – Jan Jones, EO Funds Co-Chair, 
thanked all who helped, and announced that almost 
$1,200 was raised.  She also said several non-AAUW 
members also attended the Canasta lessons, taught by 
member Ericka Yeger.  This is a fund-raiser for EO 
Funds. 
 
IT’S MY VOTE, I WILL BE HEARD – Meg Still said 
working on this project was a wonderful experience. 
Seventeen hundred students were registered in Kane 
County and the surrounding counties.  The goal was 
1,500. The students they worked with were so excited 
and proud of the work they were doing.  Judy 
congratulated Nicki Skogfeldt for the great job she did in 
spearheading this effort. 
 
REEL WOMEN/REAL WOMEN – Margaret Keen said 
the November movie to be shown on the 27 and 29, The 

Invisible War, a documentary about the epidemic of rape 
in the military, will be co-sponsored by several 

organizations.  Representatives of those organizations 
met at her home to view the movie.  It was the People’s 
Choice at the 2012 Sundance Film Festival.  Johanna 
Buwalda, Director of Mental Health at VVAW Military 
and Veterans Counseling, will be leading the discussion 
at both showings. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
NEW BUSINESS – Judy presented the idea of donating 
$50 to the Women’s History Month Luncheon to help 
underwrite the cost.  Mary Navin so moved.  Everyone 
seconded.  It passed unanimously. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Becky said the “One Book One Community” read will  
be The Things They Carried.”   They chose that book 
because of the possibility of getting a grant of up to 
$20,000.  It is being co-sponsored by many 
organizations.  The grant must be in by February.  The 
read would be from August to November 11 of 2013, the 
ending will coincide with Veterans’ Day.   A Spanish 
version of the book will be available.  AAUW members 
may be requested to lead discussion groups.  Judy said 
Becky was the one to get the whole thing started.   
 
Gareth Sitz said the new Memoir Group had four  
participants.  The next meeting is changed to 
November14. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Recording Secretary Jeanne Hebeisen 

 

            Membership Matters 
                         From Becky Olson 
  
Progress! We now have 113 members. Only a few 
yearbooks have yet to be picked up or delivered. New 
branch brochures and a current branch application form 
were included to help you recruit a friend as a new 
member. Our November meeting is an open meeting. 
New members will be eligible to join at our discounted 
rate of $47.50. Hopefully, every member will invite a 
friend to join our ranks. 
 
Sonia Solomonson will be writing a special series of 
articles on our branch “Life Members” beginning with 
this issue of AAUW Times. Her “Nifty and Fifty” article 
in the previous newsletter highlighted our 50-year 
member. We appreciate her eagerness to share her 
interviews with all of us and to remind us what it means 
to be a ‘”Woman of Teal” from past years to the present. 
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Photos were taken at the branch meetings in May, 
September, and October for the Elgin Area Member 
Photo Gallery. If you missed the opportunity to have 
your picture taken, please submit a photo of your own 
choice for submission. December is the time frame for 
completion. We thank AJ Olson, our volunteer 
photographer. 

 
An update on “One Book One Community” appears as a 
separate article in this issue. On Oct 29, the Membership 
Committee will be discussing ways to promote our 
goals. Member ideas are most welcome. Feel free to 
contact any member of the 2012-2013 committtee: Mary 
Ellen Barbezat, Rachel Campbell, Rosemary Dyson, 
Julie Ford, Medina Gross, Janet Jones, Fay Kitchin, 
Mary Navin, and Jane Watson. 

 
One Book, One Community 

                      From Becky Olson 
 

With the approval of the AAUW Board, I contacted 
Miriam Lytle at Gail Borden Library to discuss and 
brainstorm the possibility of beginning a “One Book, 
One Community” project. Judy Mavros, Carol Cowles, 
and I have attended meetings to organize such a coalition 
of community organizations to launch this major 
endeavor initiated by one of our AAUW book groups. 
U-46, ECC, Judson University, Gail Borden, and Elgin 
Area branch AAUW as well as other community groups 
will be involved in the planning and execution of the 
final project. 
 
We are planning to seek a grant from The Big Read for 
our first year. The grant could be as much as $20,000, if 
awarded. Working with the presentations available from 
the American Playhouse Theatre, we felt the best book 
selection was The Things They Carried. Our grant 
request needs to be submitted in early February. We plan 
a time frame of late August to November 11, 2013, for 
our first venture. One of our newest members, Sandra 
Schmulbach, will be working with the group writing the 
grant. Meg Still is also actively involved with this 
project. 
 
At this time, we are asking for the following: 
 
Do you have a gently used copy of The Things They 

Carried by Tim O'Brien, Inside Out & Back Again by 

Thanhha Lai, or The Wall by Eve Bunting? The 

Library is seeking donations of these books in 

English or Spanish. Please drop off donations at 

Rakow Branch or the Main Library, attn: Stacy 

Michel.  

 

Your interest and cooperation in this project is 
appreciated. With a successful first year and a grant 
award unlikely to be given a second year, we will be 
able to ‘brand’ our One Book, One Community and have 
the option of other book selections. If you have 
questions, please contact me. 
 

                 Reel Women 
                   From Barbara Evans 

 

THE INVISIBLE WAR (2012) 

Tuesday Nov 27 and Thursday Nov 29, 6 PM 

Gail Borden Public Library 

 
Aside from the one-week showing in Chicago in June, 
this 97-minute award-winning documentary that 
addresses the epidemic of rape with the US military as 
well as the institutional cover up and the traumatic 
impact on survivors has not been shown in our area.  
Thus though we will be sending press releases to area 
newspapers and will have covered U-46 schools and 
ECC, we hope you will each print out a copy of three of 
the flyer in this newsletter to post at places you frequent. 
 
Open to the public at no charge, no reservations are 

required for either night.  Food and drink are available 

at the library’s café and my be brought into the 

Community Room where the documentary will be shown. 

 
Those unable to attend can visit 
guardian.co.uk/society/2011/dec/09/rape-us-military for 
detailed information about the epidemic.  A glowing 
review of the documentary itself is found at  
salon.com/2012/06/27/ending_military_rape_the_ 
crusade_of_the_invisible_war/. 
 
Finally, we hope all will visit notinvisible.org not only to 
see a trailer of the film but also to take the #1 step 
toward demanding change: signing the petition. 

 

    Science Technology Engineering    

   Math (STEM) Task Force Report 
       From Margaret Keen, Diversity Chair  
 

Two successful "Imagine" sessions took place in 
September.  We had a good turnout of AAUW 

volunteers for both. At the September 22 session, the 
girls did an experiment simulating cleaning up an 
oil spill, and in another experiment sorted 
themselves as they learned about algorithms similar to 
the ones computers use to sort a process efficiently. 
Already, AAUW has been asked to participate in two 
more sessions, and so we are in need of more volunteers. 
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Saturday November 3 at Judson University.  Middle 
school girls are the target audience and the theme is 
“career cruising” – exploration of careers in STEM.  
AAUW was asked to provide four to five volunteers to 
help with registration, food service, and to show support.  
I will report back after this session. 
  
Monday December 10 at Judson University.  This is a 
"Future Teachers" session for high school girls.  
Registration will be at 8 AM; lunch at noon. In addition 
to registration and food duties, AAUW has been asked if 
perhaps a small group of our members who are/were 
teachers might like to make a few brief comments 
related to their personal experiences, triumphs and 
challenges, words of wisdom, "what I wish I had 
known," etc.  A panel of four or five would be ideal!  
We have also offered to provide breakfast for this 
session.  Judy Mavros is coordinating the volunteers for 
December 10.  

If you are interested in volunteering (or in finding out 
more information) please contact me at 
mkeen38@comcast.net or contact Judy Mavros at 
judymavros@gmail.com for the December 10 session.  
In the words of Judy, these sessions provide excellent 
opportunities for AAUW to give back to our community 

of young women.   

 

      It’s My Vote I Will Be Heard 
                  From Nicki Skogfeldt 

 
As of October 9, our coalition (AAUW, League of 
Women Voters, ECC and others) has registered a 
whopping total of 1,732 millennial voters.   I believe we 
have met our goal of 1500 for the collar counties.  Thank 
you all for your efforts.  We will continue with the 
campaign by handing out voter guides, and telephone 
banking. 

 

       Educational Opportunities 
                         From Jan Jones 

 
Once again we had a very successful garage sale to raise 
funds for Educational Opportunities, our national project 
to award scholarships for advanced degrees. The 
September weather was just perfect, bright and sunny 
with NO rain. We had many helping hands to sort, price 
and sell all the treasures that were donated. Nancy and 
Dan Gardner were again willing to let us use their garage 
and drive from September 26-29, 2012. Bonnie Hill has 
a few of our ‘”too good for Goodwill” items stored in 
her garage until spring – and possible, another garage 
sale.  THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED 
IN ANY WAY!! 

Usually in March, a few EO recipients tell of their 
experiences at a brunch program at the Lambs’ Farm in 
Libertyville. This is a chance for us to see where the 
money raised - from our garage sales and other 
fundraisers – gets to scholarship winners to advance 
their education. I hope that you will be able to join 
Katherine and me for this inspiring day!    
 
Canasta Lessons – Twelve AAUW members and 
friends completed three sessions of learning – or 
relearning – the rules and strategies to playing ”winning” 
Canasta. The $20 fees for this will also be part of Elgin’s 
EO contribution. Ericka Yeger was our teacher and there 
were many laughs, along with moans, during the 
playing.  

 

           Branch Life Members 
                 From Sonia Solomonson 
 
In the next issues of the AAUW Times we will meet our 
branch life members and learn just a little about each 
one. If you don’t yet know these women, make it a point 
to introduce yourself at the next meeting. 
 
First up is Barbara Wahl, whose membership story 
might spur you to give someone special in your life the 
gift of membership. Barbara’s mother, at the time 
president of our branch, gave Barbara membership in 
AAUW when she graduated from college. Not only that, 
later on her mother gave her a life membership as a 
birthday gift. So for Barbara, membership is a family 
tradition. 
 
Barbara sees so many benefits of her membership: the 
programs, the huge variety of activities, and the women 
she’s met. “When my kids were in diapers,” she says, “it 
was nice to talk about something other than diapers!” 
She has enjoyed meeting women who are thought-
provoking, good role models, and with whom she could 
form long-term friendships.  
 
Although things are “nice and calm now,” Barbara says 
she’s been more active at other times—including making 
changes in the by-laws a couple years ago. “Who sits 
down and reads by-laws for fun?” she asked. “But it was 
interesting and turned out to be a real learning 
experience.” She continues to serve on the By-Laws and 
Policy Committee.  
 
Although Barbara doesn’t have any new activity ideas to 
suggest (she’s “astounded” at the long list we have now), 
she says this branch is the kind that if anyone else has 
another idea, “we’re open.” Barbara says it’s a tough 
time to get young women to join groups. But perhaps 
more of us can pick up on her family tradition of giving 
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a membership (and even a life membership, which is 20 
times the annual dues or $980 now) to a daughter, 
granddaughter, or niece.  
 
Another life member, Janet Jones, also cites friendships 
as one of many benefits. She joined AAUW in the fall of 
1964 right out of college when she moved to Elgin as a 
first-year Tefft Middle School reading teacher. She 
hoped to meet new people—and she did. “Marguerite 
Henry, children’s author, was the announced program at 
the brand new Coleman Elementary School. It was 
appealing and the start of many long-time friendships,” 
Jan says. She met Sara Ellen Anderson, a first-year 
teacher at Coleman, and they have been friends ever 
since. “How lucky we were to join back then when a life 
membership was $100,” she says. 
 
In addition to friendships, Jan says mentors in AAUW 
“have been a real blessing” as she took on leadership 
roles she didn’t even foresee. She adds, “I am 
continually in awe of the abilities and talents of our 
members, and the programs continue to amaze me.”  
 
Jan has added her own talents, currently serving as co-
chair of the Educational Opportunities group with 
Katherine Jablonowski, helping organize the garage 
sales and bridge and canasta lessons. She’s been chair of 
the Evening Book Group—and “after several years 
talking about having a garden walk,” she was able to get 
the first one started with three branch members 
volunteering their gardens. In addition to several other 
positions, Jan served two terms as president.  
 
As a member of the Membership Committee, Jan says 
“personal invitations to meetings seems to be pretty 
successful” to attract new members. Teas at Judson 
University weren’t so successful, Jan said, but “our 
connection with Dr. Carol Cowles and Elgin Community 
College has been a positive one for us.”   
 
Watch upcoming issues to meet more of our life 
members. And let’s each keep doing our part to attract 
new members to share the joys and benefits of AAUW 
and keep the good work going! 

 

               The Interrupters                
                  From Carol Cowles 
 

This film about interrupting community violence will be 
screened at ECC in the Spartan Auditorium of Building 
G on Thursday, November 9, from 6-9:30 PM. The 
evening will include a discussion facilitated by Cobe 
Williams. 

 

                  

             NCCWSL News 
 

Nanci Alanis attended the AAUW 2011 National 
Conference for College Women 
Student Leaders as our branch 
scholarship winner. She has been 
selected as one  
of ten young women from around 
the country to help plan the 2013 

conference, where she will also present. She is shown 
here with Elgin Area Branch Co-President Carol 
Cowles, who nominated her. Nanci currently attends the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. 

 

              Morning Book Group 
                     From Ruth Bradburn 
 

Directions for Nov 8 meeting 
From Randall Rd. (county Rt 34) turn right (west) on 
Bowes Rd. Go ½ mile to Edgewater entrance, Del Webb 
Blvd (not Longcommon) stop at Guard House. I will 
inform the guard that the "AAUW book group" will be 
coming to my house. That should get you through the 
gate. 
 
Go ahead to Edgewater Drive (in front of Lodge parking 
lots). Turn left (west),  go past the ponds and turn at the 
first right on Stoney Creek Drive. We are the first house 
on the left facing Stoney Creek. Park on the right 
side.  2805 Stoney Creek Drive – 847/741-4730. 
 

         Evening Memoir Group  
                 From Gareth Sitz 
 

Our group got off to a great start! What a wonderful 
variety of backgrounds we have! Rachel Campbell from 
a small town in southern Missouri, Jan Eberhardt from 
Chicago, Ericka Yeger from Israel via Rumania and 
Hungary, myself from the center of Manhattan,  and 
Barb Njus, a true native Elginite.  From this diverse set 
of backgrounds, we will have a wide variety of 
experiences to share in the coming months.  I am 
looking forward to the process of working with these 
women and listening to their stories as they put them on 
the page.   
 
If you would like to join us at our next meeting, our first 
official "assignment" is to find a picture of yourself at 
any age you choose.  You may be alone or with friends 
or family.  Use the picture as an inspiration to write no 
more than 3-4 typed double-spaced pages to share with 
the group.  Shorter is fine too. If you wind up writing a 
lot more than that, pick a few pages of your work to 
share.  Also, if you have no time to write between now 
and November 14, that is perfectly fine.  Just come with 
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your photo and tell us a bit of your story. 
 
We will be meeting at my house November 14 at 7:00 
PM  to avoid Thanksgiving week--the second 
Wednesday instead of the third. Please call me at 847-
695-6719 or e-mail me at garethsitz@sbcglobal.net if 
you plan on joining us. 

 

               Evening Crafters 
                      From Jelayne Ewers 

 
Join us on Monday, November 19, at 7:00 PM to get an 
early start on making holiday decorations for your 
Christmas tree.  We will be meeting at the home of 
Jelayne Ewers, 13426 Dakota Fields Drive, Huntley.  
We will be making three Frosted Cookie Ornaments out 
of felt to hang on your tree.  The few supplies you will 
need are as follows: 
 
Needle 
Light ecru thread 
Scissors 
One 9 x 12” piece of light brown felt 
One 4 x 4“  piece of white felt 
One 4 x 4” Christmas green felt  
White, red and green embroidery floss  
 
If you do not have some of the supplies, come anyway, 
as one of us will be sure to have enough for you too.  We 
always have great fellowship and delicious dessert.  If 
you would like to carpool from Elgin, call Linda 
Rusenovich at 847-741-7636 or for directions call 
Jelayne at 847-515-1145. 
 

           International Relations 
                    From Barbara Evans 
 

On November 25, 1960, three of four Mirabal sisters 
were assassinated on order of Rafael Trujillo, the 
Dominican Republic dictator whose rule they actively 
opposed. Though Latin American activists for women's 
rights have observed this as a day to commemorate the 
sisters' lives and raise public awareness about gender 
violence since 1981, it wasn't until 1999 that the United 
Nations designated November 25th as the 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women. To learn more about this day, which 
begins 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based 

Violence, visit state.gov/s/gwi/idevaw.  Coordinating 
activities worldwide to draw attention to and thus work 
toward ending human rights' violations against women is 
the United Nations Development Fund for Women 
[UNIFEM]. 
 

One can argue, however, that this year the most 
consciousness-raising "activity" has already taken place, 
albeit "sparking a wave of protests and condemnation 
around the world" and prompting Pakistani youth to don 
"I am Malala" t-shirts is undoubtedly not what the 
Taliban intended when, on October 9, they attempted 
(and may it still be a failed attempt when you're reading 
this) to assassinate Malala Yousufzai, a 15-year-old 
Pakistani girl who has been an outspoken advocate for 
education for girls. Wrote one Pakistani journalist, "The 
shooting brought condemnation from conservative 
clerics, secular politicians, the military and media figures 
at a time when Pakistanis had seemed almost numb to 
rising extremism. More than 3,000 people died last year 
in extremist attacks in the country, but images of the 
bandaged, unconscious teenager prompted a national 
debate about the corrosive impact of religious 
fundamentalism.”  To watch a 3-minute interview with 

Malala that took place earlier this year, visit 

youtube.com/watch?v=ZdVmMx6X3a0. 

 

For sobering facts about violence against women, visit 
saynotoviolence.org/issue/facts-and-figures.  Then join 
the U.N. Secretary-General's campaign Say No – UniTE 

to End Violence Against Women by signing the petition. 
 
To learn about the Executive Order on Preventing and 

Responding to Violence Against Women and Girls 

Globally that President Obama issued in August, visit 
whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/08/10/progress-toward-
world-without-violence-against-women-and-girls.  
 
Also, raising consciousness about violence against 
women, as well as featuring women who are actively 
involved in ending it, was the PBS 4-hour documentary, 
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for 

Women, which addressed, among other things, child 
trafficking and sexual exploitation. Perhaps our AAUW 
branch might promote the 4-day lesson for secondary 
schools on this at 
hrea.org/erc/Library/display_doc.php?url=http%3A%2F
%2Fwww.hrea.org%2Ferc%2FLibrary%2Fchild-
trafficking-uichr04.pdf&external=N. 
 

  Message from Newsletter Editors 
The deadline for the December-January newsletter will 
be November 20. Be sure to always submit items as a 

Word Document to all three editors: 
Medina Gross – medinag@gmail.com  
Jeanne Hebeisen – jeanne@mc.net  
Beverly Lovett – lovett1988@comcast.net 
 

                    Website 
Updates should be submitted to Marcia Cameron 
mec515@sbcglobal.net. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

   AAUW’s Educational Opportunities 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             1076 South Lancaster Circle 
South Elgin, IL  60177      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 University Women. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


