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December Branch Meeting 
 

Saturday, December 15
th

 

10:00 am - Noon 

Home of Brooke Transue 

176 Oakmont Dr, Elgin 

 

Holiday Brunch 
 

 
Join us for good food and fellowship at our annual 
holiday celebration. Donations will be welcomed 
this year for The Community Crisis Center. 
 

Calendar 
December 

 
Dec 10       Great Books 7 pm 
                   Gail Borden Library 
                   Selected Poems by Lisel Mueller 
 
Dec 12       Good Tastes 5 pm 
                   Cooper’s Hawk in The Arboretum 
                   Shopping Center- Rt. 72 & Rt. 59 

Dec 13  Morning Book Group 10 am 
  Hostess-Judy Mavros 
  Walking the Bible by Bruce Feiler 
 
Dec 15         Branch Meeting 10 am 
                    Holiday Brunch 
                      
Dec 19         Evening Book Group 7pm 
                    Hostess: Mary Navin 
                    The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka 

 
Dec 27  Memoir Writing Group 7 pm 
                     Home of Rachel Campbell 
 

January 
 
Jan 5  January Branch Meeting  
                     Soup and Salad Luncheon 11 am 
                 Women of Islam-Christina Abraham 
                Evangelical Covenant Church, Elgin 
 
Jan 10  Morning Book Group 10 am 
  Hostesses-Ann Schneck/Jan Jones 
  Fair Game by Valerie Plame Wilson 
     
Jan 14          Great Books 7 pm 
                   Gail Borden Library 
                   Second Epilogue to War and Peace 

                   By Leo Tolstoy 
           
Jan 16  Memoir Writing Group 7 pm 
                     Location TBA 
 
Jan 21         Evening Crafters 7 pm 
                    Home of Linda Rusenovich 
 
Jan 22         Reel Women/Real Women 6 pm 
                    Gail Borden Library 
                    Heartburn 

AAUW TIMES 
Elgin Area Branch 

1920-2012 

 

Working for 91 years to promote equity for all women and girls, 
Life-long education and positive social change 

 

 



 2 

 
Jan 23         Evening Book Group 7 pm 
                    Hostess-Jan Jones 
                    Life on the Line by Grant Achatzby 
 
Jan 28          20’s & 30’s Book Club 7 pm 
                    Gail Borden Library 
                    Mansfield Park by Jane Austin 

 

Presidents’ Message 

 
Our Fellow AAUW Members: 
 
What a productive fall we have had.  Our Branch 
continues to grow in numbers, thanks largely to the 
organization/enthusiasm of our Membership Committee. 
We outdid all expectations in the Get Out the Vote 
campaign, thanks largely to the combined efforts of 
Nicki Skogfeldt and Meg Still.  We had another 
successful garage sale, thanks largely to Jan Jones and 
Katherine Jablonowski and the fact that we all seem to 
have more treasures than we need.  We took part in two 
successful STEM projects with U-46 and are 
anticipating a third in a few weeks.  We have begun 
planning for a 2013 Big Read:  a combined effort with 
Gail Borden Library and others to encourage our various 
populations to read and discuss the same book.  We co-
sponsored a wonderful program on Downton Abbey 
with the Library and several garden clubs.  And at the 
end of the month, we are showing “The Invisible War” 
at the Library, a documentary which examines the 
prevalence of sexual assault in the military.  Whew!  
How do we have time for other pursuits? 
 
One of our most important missions in AAUW is to 
support the Legal Advocacy Fund.  This fund enables 
the national organization to contribute toward legal fees 
for women/men who feel they have been victims of 
discrimination in their pursuits of education or 
advancement in their careers.  At our January branch 
meeting, we will have a silent auction in part to support 
LAF efforts.  Be thinking of a product or service you 
might contribute to the auction so that we can outdo last 
year’s $319.00.  
 
We are approaching the holidays and amid all the hustle 
and bustle, we should take the time to reflect on our 
many blessings – not the least of which is our ability to 
be contributing members of a wonderful organization for 
women.  I hope one of your new year’s resolutions will 
be to consider how you can increase your participation 
in our branch.  The opportunities are endless. 
 
Happy Holidays, Judy and Carol 

 

SILENT AUCTION 

 
BENEFITS THE LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND 

 
Do you remember last year’s silent auction?  It was a 
tremendous success!  We’re going to try and repeat last 
year’s success at our Soup and Salad Lunch on January 
5.  We’re asking each of you to bring a item you’d like 
to donate or a service you’d be willing to provide to 
someone.  Consider offering such tempting things as a 
ride to O’Hare, a coupon for a hand-knitted scarf in yarn 
of the bidder’s choosing, baked goodies or a coupon for 
a tasty dish to be prepared at an agreed upon time.  We 
have creative branch members who can come up with 
many unusual and enticing items.  Remember, the items 
may be gently used, but, please, no white elephants!  
Whatever you bring, list what you’d like as a starting bid 
for it.  Bring your checkbooks!  The money raised will 
be donated to AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund.  
-Rachel Campbell  

 

Future Teachers Conference  

Judson University 

Monday, December 10, 2012 
                    From Judy Mavros 
 
There is still time to volunteer to assist with this event: 
registering students, setting up meals, participating in a 
panel of experienced teachers who will impart their 
collective wisdom to those aspiring to the profession. 
 
Our AAUW branch is the only group helping the U-46 
coordinators put on a successful effort for 100 young 
women.  Be part of the action and the fun.  Call Judy 
Mavros at 847-464-1564 if you have time to give 
between the hours of 8:00 AM and 2:00 PM on 
December 10th.  Thank you! 

 

Science Technology Engineering Math 

(STEM) Task Force Report 
From Margaret Keen, Diversity Chair 

 

Two successful "Imagine" Sessions took place in 
September.  AAUW also volunteered for an 
“Introduction to College and Careers” session on 
November 3rd at Judson University where students and 
AAUW volunteers alike were most impressed by the 
heartfelt presentations delivered by some amazing 
Judson student mentors. Judy Mavros is coordinating 
AAUW volunteers for a “Future Teachers” session on 
December 10th.  Please stay tuned for announcements – 
at member meetings, on Facebook, in our newsletters – 
about ways for you to get involved in these mission-
based community initiatives.  AAUW support matters. 
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Membership Matters 
 
The Elgin Area Branch Member Photo Gallery is at the 
printer. Four pages will be collated and 3-hole punched 
AND ready for you to insert in the folder with the 2012-
2013 Yearbook. Copies will be available at our Holiday 
Brunch on December 15th.  
 
Joan Berna, Sandra Schmulbach, and Meg Still will be 
working with a coalition of organizations and helping to 
write The Big Read Grant. Suggestions from members 
are seriously considered and the One Book, One 
Community effort looks promising. Late August thru 
November 11th is the anticipated time frame. AAUW 
will be helping with book discussions, etc. 
 
Membership hostesses are at all of our events with 
branch brochures, branch membership apps, bookmarks 
for our morning and evening book groups. Remember 
guests are welcome at all of our public meetings and 
they are eligible for discounted memberships.  
 
The membership committee is exploring initiatives for 
encouraging millennial memberships and ways to 
promote the visibility of AAUW in our community.  If 
you have ideas, share them with a committee member: 
Mary Ellen Barbezat, Rosemary Dyson, Julie Ford, Faye 
Kitchin, Sandra Schmulbach, Jane Watson, Rachel 
Campbell, Jan Jones, Mary Navin and Medina Gross. 
 
Help promote AAUW and consider shopping AAUW: 
www.aauw.org/shopaauw 
-Becky Olsen 

 

NETWORKING LUNCHEON 

 
Mark your calendar for February 2, 2013!  That is the 
date for the District 5 30th Annual Networking 
Luncheon.  As in previous years, the Luncheon will be 
held at the Deerfield Hyatt and will begin at 11:30 a.m.  
The speaker this year will be Melissa Bean, former 
representative to the U.S. House of Representatives from 
Illinois’ 8th district.  AAUW members will receive more 
complete information within the next week.  Please 
watch your email. 
-Rachel Campbell 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH BRUNCH 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Above is a Save-the-Date announcement with all the 
particulars about making reservations for the March 2, 

2013 brunch. And make them we hope you will, because 
Virginia Woodhull is not to be missed.  
 
As has been the case since year two of the event, our 
branch is one of the co-sponsors. Relatively new, 
however, is the chance for individuals to be listed in the 
program as patrons for a $25-contribution. It is from 
these contributions that Janet Poyner Brunch Stipends 
will be awarded to women 16 and older who otherwise 
could not afford to attend. If you would like to be a 
patron, please call our chair, Julia McClendon, at 847-
742-7930 (YWCA Elgin) before December 31, 2012.  
-Barbara Evans 
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Reel Women/Real Women 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Nora Ephron's death in June of this year prompted 
Eleanor Barkhorn of The Atlantic to write, "Though 
Ephron was a prolific essayist and wrote several best-
selling books, she's best known for making films that 
appealed to women. And they did. Sleepless in Seattle, 

You've Got Mail, Julie & Julia and, most especially, 
When Harry Met Sally are romantic-comedy classics, 
movies women watch over and over, either alone or 
together, because they say something familiar and true." 
 
Reel Women has shown Julie & Julia, and the others 
Barkhorn referenced all appear at least annually on 
television. Thus to pay tribute to Ephron, we decided to 
revisit her first screenplay. Though reviews for it are 
mixed, we think that a discussion of Ephron's work in 
general will most certainly follow.  
 
Tues., Jan. 22: Heartburn (1986) 
Starring Meryl Streep, Stockard Channing, Maureen 
Stapleton, Jack Nicholson, Jeff Daniels, Richard Masur 
Directed by Mike Nichols 
 
Nora Ephron's screenplay about a food writer at a New 
York magazine who marries a Washington columnist 
and ultimately discovers that he's having an affair while 
she is waddling around with a second pregnancy loosely 
resembles her 1983 best-selling first novel, which is a 
roman à clef about the breakup of her marriage to Carl 
Bernstein, best known for his partnership with Bob 
Woodward in uncovering the Watergate. 
 
Note: No film is scheduled for December. 
—Barbara Evans 

 

January Crafters 
 

Come to Evening Crafters to try your hand at painting 
and decorating a Parisian style wooden heart plaque 
using dye, stamps and embellishments.  Materials will be 
provided. We will meet at the home of Linda 
Rusenovich, 168 Kathleen Dr in Elgin, on January 21 at 
7 pm for crafting, conversation and dessert.  For 
questions or to reserve a spot, please call Linda at 847-
741-7636 or e-mail rusenovich@sbcglobal.net.   

             

Branch Life Members 
From Sonia Solomonson 

 
Last month we met two of our branch life members, and 
this time we will meet two more: Sara Ellen Anderson 
and Rachel Campbell. 
 
“I’m a third generation AAUW member,” said Sara 

Anderson, whose mother gave her a life membership as 
a graduation present. “I grew up with meetings in our 
home and saw my mother mentor many women. I was 
just born into it and knew how marvelous an 
organization it was for my mother.” 
 
Sara said when she joined, a majority of the members 
were teachers; so networking opportunities were great as 
were the cross-generational opportunities. “A lot of 
friendships began then, too,” she said. Sara is sad that 
we don’t have as much of the cross-generational look 
now (something on which Becky Olson and our intrepid 
Membership Committee are working).  
 
Other benefits Sara mentioned were: “Being a member 
of AAUW puts you on a fast track to get to know a wide 
variety of people” and “It’s a good place to develop 
leadership skills.” 
 
Sara has especially enjoyed the Evening Book Group. 
AAUW used to have study topics, she said, so she and 
others started the book group as a way to study those 
topics through books. That group just celebrated 40 
years, and Sara said she has a list of all the books they 
have read through the years. Though the Morning Book 
Group had died out in the 1990s, Sara said she was one 
of those who decided to resurrect it. “Now many of us 
belong to both,” she said.  
 
To recruit new members, Sara wants to see us talk more 
about AAUW, especially in those venues such as the 
Gail Borden Library where we’re presenting programs 
open to the public. She acknowledges, though, that “the 
best approach is person to person.” With that in mind, 
let’s each do our part to inform and invite other women! 
 
Rachel Campbell, a librarian, came to Elgin in 1969 
and didn’t know anyone. Before long she met Betty 
Medearis, who introduced her to the Evening Book 
Group. Then she met Marge Leonard, at that time 
membership chair for the Elgin Area Branch AAUW. 
“They got me in,” she said, “with one taking one arm 
and the other, my other arm! I was thrilled with it.” 
 
And she’s been thrilled ever since. Rachel loves the 
awareness AAUW raises: “It has opened me to issues we 
all need to be informed about. AAUW opens us to a 
whole range of possibilities and keeps us growing.” And 
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she loves the friendships. “AAUW women are so 
wonderful,” she said. 
 
Like Sara, Rachel first got hooked on the Evening Book 
Group. That led to other activities. “There are so many 
things you can do,” she said. “You can just pick and 
choose what you like.” She has tried to “taste everything 
a bit,” and now she’s extremely interested in 
membership issues. She is State Membership Co-Vice 
President and gets to share with the rest of the state what 
we are doing in our branch. Rachel also handles the 
Legal Advocacy Fund and is proud of what the 
organization does in cases such as the Lilly Ledbetter 
and Wal-Mart discrimination suits.  
 
Rachel also is proud of the AAUW for “its smart women 
who see into the future and see what’s important.” She 
cites the branch’s work in the 1970s to start “folk fairs in 
which diverse groups in the community came together” 
and adds, “We were ahead of our time. Now those are so 
common.” She mentioned an earlier project for girls in 
middle school that’s similar to today’s STEM projects as 
well as introducing culture into our community through 
sponsoring the Art Showcase for about 50 years. 
 
Although our branch has lots of activities, Rachel does 
wonder whether we need a Current Affairs Group, 
perhaps done through the Public Policy Committee. 
Anyone game for that? 
 
Watch upcoming issues to meet more of our life 
members—and be sure to get acquainted with them if 
you haven’t yet met them at meetings. 

 
  

 

  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Around the Branch 
 
 

 
 
 

Out and About at Mother Jones- September, 2012 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse 
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 
 
AAUW is open to all graduates who hold an Associate or 
equivalent degree from a qualified educational institution. 

 

             AAUW’s Mission Statement 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

             AAUW’s Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all  
women have a fair chance. 
 

   AAUW’s Educational Opportunities 

AAUW provides funds to advance education, research and 
self-development for women and to foster equity and positive 
social change. 
 

       AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund 
AAUW invests in activities that prevent and combat sex 
discrimination and promote gender equity through support 
of litigation and educational programs. 
 

 

 
Elgin Area Branch AAUW 
c/o Karen Patterson 

             1076 South Lancaster Circle 
South Elgin, IL  60177      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Elgin Area Branch and 

AAUW Times 
 The Elgin Area Branch was organized in 1920 with 40  
 charter members. 
 
 AAUW Times is published nine times a year by the   
 Elgin Area Branch of the American Association of  
 University Women. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


